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WORKSHOP ON  
INTEGRATED TERRITORIAL INVESTMENT  

AS AN EFFECTIVE TOOL OF  
THE COHESION POLICY  

CONT PERSPECTIVE: SIMPLIFICATION,  
LESS REGULATION, EFFECTIVENESS 

 
 

Organised by the Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs for 
The Committee on Budgetary Control 

 

Thursday, 11 April 2019 
15:00 - 16:30 

Paul Henri Spaak Building, Room PHS 4B001 
European Parliament, Brussels 

 
 

DRAFT WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 
 
 

 

Welcome and introduction 
 

15:00-15:10 Dr Ingeborg GRÄSSLE, MEP 
Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control 
 

 Mrs Martina DLABAJOVÁ, MEP 
Rapporteur  

 

Interventions 
 

15:10-15:20  Mr Peter TAKÁCS, Policy Officer, Directorate General for Regional and 
Urban Policy, Competence Centre Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial 
Development, European Commission 
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15:20-15:30  Mr Niels-Erik BROKOPP, Principal Manager at Chamber II, overseeing the 
area "Investment for cohesion, growth and inclusion", European Court of 
Auditors 

 

15:30-15:40  Dr Martin FERRY, Director of the European Policies Research Centre School 
of Government & Public Policy, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 

 

15:40-15:50  Mr Erich BENEŠ, Director of the European Projects Managerial Unit of the 
City of Pilsen, ITI Pilsen, Czech Republic 

 

15:50-16:00  Ms Carlotta PREVITI, Member of Messina Municipal Executive, 
Councilwoman responsible for ITl & Urban Agenda OP-ERDF 2014-2020S, 
Italy 

 

Questions and answers 
 

16:00-16:25 Questions and answers and general debate 
 

Closing remarks 
 

16:25-16:30 Mrs Martina DLABAJOVÁ, MEP 
Rapporteur 
 

 Dr Ingeborg GRÄSSLE, MEP 
Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control 

 
 
 

* * * 
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Peter TAKÁCS  
Policy Officer, Directorate General for Regional and Urban 
Policy, Competence Centre Inclusive Growth, Urban and 
Territorial Development, European Commission  

Péter Takács is a policy officer at DG Regional and Urban Policy of the European Commission. 
 
His main field of expertise is monitoring the Cohesion Policy support to integrated territorial 
and sustainable urban development strategies through various territorial tools.  
 
He also supports the development of the future European policy and legislative framework for 
integrated and place-based urban and territorial development.  
 
He is a seconded expert from the Hungarian Ministry for National Economy, where he worked 
as a regional development policy analyst and international contact point for regional 
development and territorial cohesion. 
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Niels-Erik BROKOPP,  
Principal Manager at Chamber II, overseeing the area 
"Investment for cohesion, growth and inclusion", 
European Court of Auditors  

 
Niels-Erik Brokopp joined the European Court of Auditors in 1992.  
 
Since 2014, he is a Principal Manager in Chamber II primarily responsible for performance 
audits within the area of Investment for cohesion, growth and inclusion. He was head of unit 
for ‘Audit Supervision and support’ for financial and compliance audit from 2008 to 2014 
during which time he also took part in the revision of the ISSAI Fundamental Auditing Prin-
ciples. Prior to taking up this position, he worked as auditor in the coordination unit for SoA 
from 2007 to 2008, in the ‘Administrative and other expenditure’ unit from 2004 to 2007 and 
in the ‘ERDF, CF, tourism and transport’ unit from 1992 to 2004.  
 
Before joining the Court, Niels-Erik Brokopp worked as an audit manager and auditor in 
KPMG Copenhagen from 1986 to 1992. At Copenhagen Business School he studied financial 
and management accounting and obtained a master degree in business economics and 
auditing. 
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Martin FERRY, 
Director of the European Policies Research Centre School 
of Government & Public Policy, University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow  
 

Dr Martin Ferry is a Senior Research Fellow at the European 
Policies Research Centre at the University of Strathclyde in 
Glasgow and at the Technical University of Delft in the 
Netherlands. He has long-standing research interests in the 
comparative study of regional development in Europe at 
different spatial scales and in the design, implementation 
and evaluation of EU Cohesion Policy. He has a particular 
interest in the governance and implementation of national 
regional policy and Cohesion policy, and is developing 
EPRC’s research programme on integrated territorial 
investment and sustainable urban development in Europe. 

Recent projects include: 
 

IQ-Net - Improving the Quality of Structural Fund Programming through Exchange of 
Experience Consortium of regional and national authorities responsible for managing and 
implementing European Structural Funds, responsibility for United Kingdom and Poland. 
(Ongoing) 
 

Research on the financial implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds 
(European Parliament Committee on Budgetary Control, 2018) 
 

Control and simplification of procedures within ESIF (European Parliament's Committee on 
Regional Development,2017-2018)  
Territorial strategies supported by EU territorial tools, (European Commission, 2015-2017) 
Lessons learnt from the closure of the 2007-13 programming period, European Parliament 
(2016-2017) 
 

Recent publications include: 
 

Bachtler, J., Ferry, M. and Gal, F.,(2018), Implementation of European Structural and Investment 
Funds, Research paper for the European Parliament Committee on Budgetary Control. 
 

Ferry M, Kah S and Bachtler J (2018) Integrated territorial development: new instruments – new 
results?, IQ-Net Thematic Paper 42(2), European Policies Research Centre Delft. 
 

Ferry M and Polverari L (2018) Research for the REGI Committee – Control and Simplification 
Procedures within ESIF, IP/B/REGI/IC/2017-051, Study.  
 

Ferry, M., McMaster, I. and van der Zwet, A. (2017) Measuring integrated territorial and urban 
strategies: Challenges, emerging approaches and options for the future, report for the European 
Commission. 
 

Van der Zwet A, Bachtler J, Ferry M and McMaster I (2017) Integrated territorial and urban 
strategies: how are ESIF adding value in 2014-2020?, Study conducted for the European 
Commission (DG Regio)   

 

http://www.eprc.strath.ac.uk/eprc/projectLookup.cfm?ID=69
http://www.eprc.strath.ac.uk/eprc/projectLookup.cfm?ID=69
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Erich BENEŠ, 
Director of the European Projects Managerial Unit of the 
City of Pilsen, ITI Pilsen, Czech Republic  
 
Date of birth: 30. 08. 1967 
Place of birth: Plzeň 
Nationality: Czech 

Careers and important positions espoused at present time and in the past. Occupation, 
Member of the Board and the Supervisory Board of a joint-stock company  
 

• European Projects Coordination Department City of Plzeň, Funded organization. 
 

• Director of the company ( 2002 – present) 
 

• Plzeň 2015, Public Service Company 
 

• Member of the Supervisory Board ( 2011 – 2015) 
 

• Plzeň 2015, Public Service Company 
 

• Member of the Board ( 2010 – 2011) 
 

• Škoda výzkum, Ltd. Škoda research Ltd. 
 

• Member of the Scientific Council  ( 2008 – 2014) 
 

• Západočeské energetické sdružení obcí -West Bohemian Energy Association of  Mu-
nicipalities  

 

• Chairman of the Board ( 1998 – 2002) 
 

• Sdružení měst a obcí – akcionářů ČS, Inc.-Association of the Towns and Municipalities-
stockholders CS, Inc. 

 

• Chairman of the Board ( 1998 – 2001) 
 

• Západočeská energetika, Inc. 
 

• Member of the Supervisory Board ( 1994 – 2000) 
 

• Plzeňský holding, Inc.). 
 

• Leading manager of projects ( 1994 – 2005) 
 

• Škoda Inc. 
 

• Independent planner ( 1991 – 1994) 
 

Qualifications: 
 

• MBA (Master of Business Administration) on the BIBS at Nottingham Trent University ob-
tained in  2014 
 

• Courses of the processing and submitting applications to the funds provided by the EU 
in the programming period  2007 - 2013 
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• Courses and seminars regarding  the legislation of the Czech Republic, for example the 
Municipalities Act, the law on award of public contracts (ongoing) 
 

• Courses and seminars relating to the grants provided by the European Union (2002 – 
2011) 
 

• Supplementary education primarily at the ČMC Čelákovice in the management area, pro-
ject management, management of the joint-stock companies (1998-1999) 
 

• Dynamic manager, ČMC Čelákovice (1998 – 1999) 
 

• Specialized  seminars and internships within the employment relationship focused on 
nuclear energy (1991 – 1996) 
 

• Diploma at the Collage of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering  in Plzeň, Faculty of Me-
chanical Engineering  – Construction of  nuclear machinery and equipment (completed 
in June 1991) 

 

Experiences:  
 

• Management company  
 

• Representation of owners in statutory bodies  
 

• Project management  
 

- project „Refurbish and the completion of a water treatment plant Plzeň, cost 1,2 bil-
lion  CZK 

 

- Science and technology park project Plzeň, cost 600 million  CZK 
 

- Purchase of the company Vodárna Plzeň Ltd. from the company Veolia ČR Ltd., cost 
about 700 million CZK 

 

- A group project “ Clean Berounka”, 12 cities and municipalities,  program Cohesion 
Fund 2005 – 2010, financial framework  65 million. Euro 

 

- Project Adding of water management infrastructure of Plzeň, program Cohesion 
Fund, 2002 – 2008, financial framework 52 million. Euro 

 

- Project Reconstruction and repair of sewer networks and wastewater treatment 
plants of  Plzeň –the effects of floods  2002, program ISPA, 2002 – 2004, financial 
framework  100 million CZK 

 

- Project Association of the Cities and Municipalities – shareholders ČS, Inc.., 2 400 
cities and municipalities, sale of the shares of minority shareholders, 1999 – 2001, 
financial framework 2 milliard CZK 

 

- Project Subsidies for the industrial zone of the  Plzeň,  district Borská pole, the crea-
tion of infrastructure-program CzechInvest, 1996 – 2004, financial framework 450 
million CZK 

 

- Project Sales of shares of Energy distribution companies “ Západočeská energetika” 
Inc., and “Západočeská plynárenská” Inc., 560 cities and municipalities, sales of the 
shares of minority shareholders, 1999 – 2001, financial framework 6 milliard. CZK 

 

• Preparation and processing of applications for  grants 
 

• Realization and settlement of subsidy titles   
 

• economics and finance of joint-stock companies 
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• management of the capital participations  
 
Specialization: 
 

Management of companies and project management for innovative, unconventional 
projects requiring building of new processes, creating a new working teams and ensuring 
complete implementation of the project. 
 

Additional information: 
 

Language skills – English-passively, German- passively, Russian- passively. 
 

Hobbies: 
 

Sport, reading, films 
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Carlotta PREVITI, 
Member of Messina Municipal Executive, Councilwoman 
responsible for ITl & Urban Agenda OP-ERDF 2014-
2020S, Italy  
 
Born on 2 July 1968 in Rome, Italy 
 

 
Studies 
 
Degree in International Political Science - University of Messina, Italy 

Master in European Political Studies Université Libre de Bruxelles, Institut d’Etudes 
Europeénnes, I.E.E. Bruxelles 

Recipient of grant from the Università La Sapienza of Rome to carry out studies and research 
on the Use of Structural Funds in European regions at Université Libre de Bruxelles, Institut 
d’Etudes Europeénnes, I.E.E. – Bruxelles 

 
Professional Experience 
 

• 1995 -1996 European Commission, Cabinet of European Commissioner – Bruxelles 
 

• 1996-1997 European Parliament - Co-editor of the White Paper on the 
Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) 
 

• 1997-1999 European Parliament - Research, study activities reformers deputies 
 

• 1998-2003 Regional Province of Messina - European funding expert and economic 
development programs 
 

• 2003-2008 Public Administrations - European funding expert and economic 
development programs 
 

• 2008 -2019 Private Law Company with Public Capital (GAL, ATO, E A)– Public 
Manager economic development programs 
 

• 2018-2019 Member of Messina Municipal Executive, Councilwoman responsible for 
ITI and Agenda Urbana OP-ERDF 2014-2020 
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