Toys should be safe

Laura Degallaix
Senior Policy Officer - Environment & Safety
BEUC, the EU Consumers’ Organisation
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But are toys really safe?

e 319% of 2007 RAPEX notifications

e Self certification is often abused (CE marking),
insufficient market surveillance

e The Toys Directive and the EU/CEN standards do
not provide the highest level of protection
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What needs to be done?

e Introduce the precautionary principle

o Clarify essential safety requirements

e Require EC-type examination for some toys

e Strengthen requirements for chemicals in toys

e Improve the requirements for warnings
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Toys contain many chemicals...



Phthalates —

Allergenic [l

fragrances?

Lead?
Chromiqm?

Flame
retardants?

P'@.Sjﬁérs?

Phthalates?

Heavy metals?
Cadmium, lead?
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What will happen when "Benny the Bear”
will enter the EU market?
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Strengthening
chemical requirements

Ban CMR 1, 2 and 3 in all parts of toys

Exemptions must be subject to very strict conditions and

for a limited period of time
Ban all allergenic fragrances

Introduce the comitology procedure to e.q.

establish limit values / restrictions for other chemicals



Can warnings
protect children?
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“Attention! Ne convient pas aux

enfa nts de mO|nS de 3 ans: Grace aux nombreux autocollants contenus dans ce

livre, joue avec les personnages du film

contient de petits éléments.” Ratatouile!

Ensuite, en grattant certains autocollants,
tu découvriras des odeurs différentes.

Super ! Tu pourras décorer tes
et tes cahiers !

\
Collection:
Disney/Pixar-Ratatouille-Activités «Gratte et sens»
F7338

Conforme aux normes é EN71/part3 [ ~ @ Q) CE 9

Il te reste des autocollants ?

livres

Editions Hemma

106, rue de Chevror

4987 Chevron, Belgique
hemma@hemma.be

© 2007 Disney Enterprises, Inc.
Imprimé en Belgique

Dépdt légal : 11.06/0058/273
N° d’impression : 7191.0704
Textes de Delphine Lacharron

www.hemma.be

France TTC : 5,95 €
Belgique TVAC : 6,60 €
ISBN : 978-2-8006-9528-0

)

782800 695280H




“beuc  When warnings can’t be read...
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Ne convient pas aux enfants
de moins de 3 ans.
Risque d'ingestion de petites parties.
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“hauc Ideal warnings?

KEEP AWAY FROM WATER
DANGER—

45 WITH MOST LECTRICAL APPLIANCES. EECTRICAL s, I THIS
DRYER ASE ELECTRICALLY LIV EVEN WHEN SWITEN IS OFF.

0 RE0GCE KISK OF DEATH BY FLECTRIC SHOCK:

1. ALWAYS “UNPLUG IT" AFTER USE.

2 00 NOT 7 ACE OR STORE WHERE DRYER CAN FALL R 8F

PULLED N0 TUB, TORET, OR SINK.

3.00 NOT useﬂw;uésgm.m

4,00 NOT USE | PLAGE IN WATER.

5 IF DAYER FALLS INTO WATER UNPLUG IMME!
REACH INTO WATER. k

WARMNING: The powss oord on s
product contalns lead el L e
knewery 1o e Siate o Coliinrmin D caLse
cancer. and barth delects o ather

MEpMCOUEE FErm
Wash hands after handiing

/\ WARNING:

CHOKING HAZARD - CHILDREN UNDER |
8 YEARS CAN CHOKE OR SUFFOCATEON |
UNINFLATED OR BROKEN BALLOONS.

ADULT SUPERVISION REQUIRED.

KEEP UNINFLATED BALLOONS FROM

CHILDREN.
DISCARD BROKEN BALLOONS AT ONCE.
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The standard EN 71-9
“Organical Chemical Compounds”

presupposes that a child less than three years
cannot lift an object that weighs more than 150
grams to its mouth. Therefore the surface of toys
that weigh more than 150 grams intended for
children less than three years are allowed to
contain harmful chemicals which might be released
when children suck or lick the toy

As a comparison the picture shows (non toy)
feeding baby- bottles. They are intended to be
lifted by the baby him/herself. The bottle on the
right is intended for a child of 12 months and above
and can hold 250 grams of liquid.

The bottle on the left is intended for a child of 6
months and above and can contain 150 grams of
liquid.

(EN 71-9 has not been referenced by the
EU-Commission)
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