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Draft Programme

10.00 - 11.00 Registration and coffee

Morning session

Chair: Mr Josep Borrell Fontelles, Chair of the Development 
Committee of the European Parliament

11.00 - 11.30 Welcome and opening

Mr Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the European Parliament

Mr Louis Michel, Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian 
Aid 

Mr Mario Amano, OECD Deputy Secretary-General

11.30 - 12.30 Setting the scene: "Migration and Development Nexus"

Keynote speakers

Mr. Eckhard Deutscher, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee



Mr David Arkless, President of Global Corporate Affairs, Manpower

Questions and answers

12.30- 14.00 Buffet Lunch hosted by organisers (to be served outside the 
conference room; 1A002)

Afternoon session

Chair: Mr Gérard Deprez, Chair of the Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament

14.00 - 14.30 Introduction to panel discussions

Ms Eveline Herfkens, UN Executive Coordinator for the Millennium 
Development Goals Campaign

Mr Jean-Pierre Garson, Head of Non-Member Economies and 
International Migration Division, Directorate for Employment, Labour 
and Social Affairs, OECD

14.30 - 15.10 Panel 1: "Migration and Development": A parliamentary 
Perspective

Theme: Political economy of Policy Coherence for Development 
(PCD): Lessons learnt on how to advance policy processes that are 
more development-friendly. Role of parliamentarians, political parties 
and different interest groups. What mechanisms and tools exist to 
promote reforms?
Issues for discussion: co-development, remittances, migration 
observatories, capacity-building, role of diaspora and involvement of 
civil society.

Moderator: 
Mr Jeff Dayton-Johnson, Head of the Latin American 
and Caribbean Desk, OECD Development Centre

Panel members: 
Mr Michael Danby, MP, Australia

Mr Manolis Mavrommatis, MEP, Greece

Mr Bassirou Diarra, Counsellor to the President of 
Mali, responsible for migration and co-development 
issues 

Mr John Battle, MP, United Kingdom

Mr Carlos Jimenez Macias, Senator, Mexico



15.10 - 15.50 Exchange of views

15.50 – 16.30 Panel 2: "Migration & Labour markets": Practical experiences

Theme:  A practical case study: How to reconcile labour market needs 
and to manage migration so that it serves the economic, social cohesion 
and security interests of both countries of origin and receiving countries 
Issues for discussion: Global Approach to Migration, circular 
migration, brain drain, healthcare sector

Moderator: 
Mr Xavier Prats Monne, Directeur, DG EMPL

Panel members:
Mr Juan Fraile Cantón, MEP, Spain

Mrs Saera Khan, MP, Norway

Ms Marisa Dalrymple-Philibert, Jamaica, Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Mr Koen de Marteau, Head of Cluster Services, DHL 

16.30 - 17.10 Exchange of views

17.10 - 17.30 Closing of the Conference

Jacques Barrot, Vice-President of the European Commission, 
Responsible for Justice, Freedom and Security
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Background Note 

Objective: to organise a high level parliamentary conference in Brussels in February 2009 in 
order to exchange views and experiences regarding the impact of EU and OECD member 
states’ migration policies – and other non-development policies – on development in 
migrants’ countries of origin.  This is the subject of policy debates known as Policy 
Coherence for Development (PCD). The event would result in raised awareness and more 
informed discussion on Migration and could lead to the creation of a parliamentary Task 
Force on Policy Coherence for Development and Migration, which could follow up Migration 
and PCD issues and exchange information on best practices.

Rationale: How do migration-related policy decisions taken in EU and OECD member states 
affect economic and social progress in migrants’ countries of origin? This is the fundamental 
question posed by the debate on Policy Coherence for Development in the area of migration. 
The aim of the proposed conference is to raise the awareness of parliamentarians of issues 
related to this discussion. 

The conference will be based on presentations of available data on migration trends of the 
various regions of origin underlining the specificities of the PCD issues. It will provide a 
political space for exchange of views and experiences on topics related to migration policies 
and their development dimension in migrants' countries of origin. Debates among 
parliamentarians will be introduced by High Level keynote speakers and experts. The 
conference will highlight experiences in OECD and EU countries with varied dimensions of 
international migration, including debates surrounding highly-skilled and low-skilled
migration flows, differences in policy perspectives between migrants’ countries of origin, 
transit and destination, migration from the East; integration and circulation etc. The 
conference will feature interventions from non-EU OECD countries and ACP countries, 
drawing upon experiences of Mexico, the United States, Canada and Asian/Pacific countries. 
Given that the conference will coincide with the EP’s EU-ACP Week, particular attention will 
be paid to perspectives on international migration, including the question of regional 
migration.

By promoting open debates and the sharing of creative solutions, the conference will raise 
awareness of the desirability of a multidimensional perspective on migration policy, and of 
greater coherence between migration and development policies, which too often are dealt with 
in isolation by national authorities. The cultural dimension of migration will be considered 
and the intercultural dialogue between participants from different countries and continents 
will provide an additional dimension to the debates.

Migration is high on the global political agenda as shown by the follow-up conferences to the  
UN High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development (Brussels 2007 and 
Manila 2008). Migration is of great relevance to the Policy Coherence debate: the EU, 
proposed a specific framework for Policy Coherence for Development in the April 2005 
Commission Communication on “Policy Coherence for Development – Accelerating progress 
towards attaining the MDGs”. As a result, in May 2005 the Council agreed to EU PCD 
commitments in 12 areas: trade, environment, climate change, security, agriculture, fisheries, 
social dimension of globalisation, migration, research and innovation, information society, 
transport and energy. This emphasis on PCD was confirmed by the European Consensus on 



Development and Policy Coherence is now considered as an important contribution to 
development in addition to aid.

PCD is high on the political agenda of many countries. With respect to migration, these 
include countries of origin, transit, destination and return – and increasingly, many countries 
are all four at once. The proposed conference will inform and encourage decision makers in 
promoting development-friendly legislation related to migration.

The sponsoring organisations are well-placed to facilitate this dialogue on migration and 
development.  The OECD has a long experience of work in both PCD issues and international 
migration, including a current initiative entitled Managing Labour Migration for Economic 
Growth (due to be finalised by the end of 2008) and it has a close collaboration with the 
Economic Community Of West African States on the implementation of a West African 
Common approach on Migration. The EC, meanwhile, has prepared a Staff Working Paper on 
Migration and Policy Coherence as part of the April 2008 Package Communication and will 
be preparing the 2nd PCD report for September 2009. The Africa EU Partnership on 
Migration, Mobility and Employment, established in 2007 reflects a commitment to address 
migration and mobility issues in the framework of labour market disparities in the EU and 
Africa context. The Conference will provide a rich source of information and sharing of 
experiences as well as provide a forum for the concerted efforts of OECD and the EU to 
promote policy coherence for development.

For further information:

High Level Parliamentary Conference on PCD and Migration

www.oecd.org/development/policycoherence
www.oecd.org/migration
www.oecd.org/dev
www.oecd.org/swac
www.ec.europa.eu/development
www.europarl.europa.eu
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