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MINUTES
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Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 16:00 on Wednesday, 17 January 2018, with Ulrike Müller (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 17 January 2018

The minutes of the meeting of 17 January 2018 were adopted.

3. Chair's announcements

There were no announcements

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Ambassador Caroline Millar, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. 
focusing on the recently published 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper

Australia considers itself “a natural partner” for the EU, not least due to shared values (“The 
EU has never been more important to Australia”)
Australia wants to focus on the following issues:
-the defence of a rules-based global order, keeping markets, trade and investments open and to 
fight climate change (there is, however, a clear need for a reform of international organisations); 
the envisaged FTA with the EU would send a strong signal against protectionism; 
-to keep the Indo-Pacific peaceful and prosperous also through close cooperation with India 
and an ambitious approach towards China (“as constructively as possible”); 
-Australia will raise its military budget (and continue to fight terrorism and cyber attacks).

5. Any other business

There was no other business.
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6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting shall take place in Strasbourg on Wednesday, 7 February 2018 from 14.00 
to 15.00 hrs.

The meeting closed at 17:00.
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