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Dear Reader,

New CULT Committee Bureau
It is a real honour to have
been elected Chair of the
European
Parliament's
Committee on Culture and
Education. I would like to
thank my colleagues for
the trust they have placed
in me and commit to
carrying on the excellent work of my colleagues in the last term, Petra
Kammerevert and Silvia Costa. We have a busy few months ahead of
us. First and foremost, the Parliament will be called on to approve the
new Commission, meaning that the CULT Committee will be holding
hearings with those Commissioners-designate whose portfolios overlap
with our policy remit. The autumn will also be devoted to seeking
agreement with the Council on legislation setting the right priorities and
funding for the EU's key education and culture programmes: Erasmus+
(for education), Creative Europe (for culture and the creative sector)
and the European Solidarity Corps (for volunteering). The programmes
will run for seven years from 2021, so it is imperative that we get it right
and I know my colleagues following those files are committed to
achieving an excellent result.
There are, of course, other priorities for the CULT Committee –
stepping up engagement with young people throughout the political
process; ensuring that we take forward the European Education Area
and scale up work to enhance digital skills; building on the successful
European Year of Cultural Heritage and driving forward the European
Agenda for Culture; and scrutinising the impact of the new Digital Single
Market legislation on the cultural and creative sectors, especially the
revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive and the new copyright
legislation.
We have plenty of work ahead of us and look forward to working with
and for you to put education and culture at the heart of European policymaking and Europe at the heart of education and culture policy.

Chair – Sabine VERHEYEN (EPP, DE)
1st Vice-Chair – Romeo FRANZ
(Greens/EFA, DE)

2nd Vice-Chair – Dace MELBĀRDE
(ECR, LV)
3rd Vice-Chair – Julie WARD (S&D, UK)

New Rapporteurs of the ongoing
MFF filesidarity Corps – Michaela
ŠOJDROVÁ (EPP, CZ)

New Rapporteurs of the ongoing
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New Rapporteurs for the
ongoing MFF files
Creative Europe – Massimiliano
SMERIGLIO (S&D, IT)
Erasmus+ – Milan ZVER (EPP, SL)
European Solidarity Corps – Michaela
ŠOJDROVÁ (EPP, CZ)
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Sabine Verheyen
Chair, Committee on Culture and Education
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Finnish Presidency Priorities
As is customary, the Committee held an exchange of views
with the Minister of Education, Li Andersson, and Minister of
Science and Culture, Hanna Kosonen. from the Finnish
Presidency of the Council. The two Ministers briefly
presented the Presidency's priorities. Ms Andersson stressed
that education is a key plank of the priority "Competiveness
and social inclusion”. She outlined the need for a futureoriented EU Strategy for continuous learning and the
completion of the European Education Area by 2025, for which the future Erasmus+ will be a vital tool. She also pointed to the
key importance of investing in education and skills, highlighting the planned first-ever Council meeting between Education and
Finance Ministers in November.
Ms Kosonen added more detail on higher education, sports and youth, outlining the importance of the European University
Initiative – a flagship project for building high-quality education and research networks at EU level. She also stressed the
importance of the cultural sector in the pursuit of sustainable development and social inclusion and, in this context, underlined
the need to further support the European audiovisual sector. In the field of youth, the Minister stressed the need to improve
training and skills, especially digital skills among young people generally and young workers in particular.
In the exchange of views, CULT Members called for strong financial support for the future programmes (Erasmus+, Creative
Europe and European Solidarity Corps) and stressed the need for EU programmes to be more inclusive and the importance of
forging ahead with new initiatives on recognition of skills and competences and cultural heritage.

Structured Dialogue with Commissioner Navracsics
The exchange of views marked the last appearance before the CULT
Committee of Mr Navracsics as Commissioner for Culture and Education.
Looking back on his time in office, the Commissioner underlined the key role
education, culture, youth and sports play in building a resilient, cohesive and
more competitive Europe. In his words, shaping the future of Europe means
giving opportunities, especially to young people still in education or training, to
develop their full potential, not only as professionals, but also as active citizens.
Therefore, he outlined the need to complete a genuine European Education
Area (EEA) by 2025, which will help create a European learning space adapting
to the fast changing realities. A key building block of the EEA will be the
European Universities project - proposing competitive, inclusive and attractive
higher education for all. And Erasmus+ plays a vital role as a tool for building it.
Therefore, the Commissioner stressed that the programme should be
adequately resourced to deliver on this new aim.
Commissioner Navracsics also underlined the good results from the new European Solidarity Corps (157,000 young people
have signed up, 33,000 have already benefited from an opportunity). He also underlined the importance of the DiscoverEU
project, which, in his words, is already building a community of young people exploring Europe's history and cultural heritage.
These initiatives should go hand-in-hand with the wider framework – the EU Youth Strategy – adopted last year.
The Commissioner underlined again the key socio-economic dimension of culture and especially of creative and cultural
industries in Europe and praised the Creative Europe programme for its achievements and support to the sector. Further
support will come with the completion of the Digital Single market. He also added that the 2018 EYCH was a great success
and has generated momentum that must be seized. Finally, Commissioner Navracsics underlined the key role of sports and
the promotion of healthy lifestyles, especially among young Europeans.
Questions in the debate focused on the need for a tripling of the Erasmus+ budget, the completion of the EEA and greater
cooperation between universities, fostering volunteering and solidarity, creating a stronger cultural infrastructure and the
emerging idea of e-sports.
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Study presentations
Education and youth in the European Union – current challenges and future prospects
Education and youth policies help prepare for the future of work and society. In this respect, forecasting studies can provide a
snapshot of what the future could look like and what policy options could possibly lead/contribute to building this future.
The study therefore examines possible scenarios (both aspirational and disruptive) for future developments for the education
and youth sectors. It also identifies and assesses the policy implications of these scenarios. During the debate, Members
expressed their main concerns in relation to:
The increasing role of informal education for young generations;
The need to introduce digital literacy as a compulsory course in schools;
The relevance of the titles chosen for the scenarios set out in the study, which some Members considered biased.
Ms Axelle Devaux and Ms Fay Dunkerley from RAND Europe presented jointly the study.

Culture and creative sectors in the European Union – key future developments, challenges and
oppurtunities
Culture and creative sectors in the European Union – key future developments, challenges and
oppurtunities
Culture and creative sectors (CCS) are confronted with an ever-changing environment, which challenges practices, business
models and market balances. This study is a foresight scenario-based exercise, which assesses the way European culture and
creative sectors are already affected and could be affected in the future by economic, social, political or technological changes.
The debate that followed the expert’s presentation referred, inter alia, to:
Digital skills and literacy
Funding instruments, in particular as regards SMEs operating within the CCS
European CCS in an international environment
Threats and opportunities stemming from Artificial Intelligence
Ms Clémentine Daubeuf from KEA European Affairs and Mr Donatas Pocius from PPMI presented jointly the study.
The studies will feed into the work of the new Committee and help Members prepare the ground for the upcoming hearings of
Commissioners-designate.

Budget 2020 (Rapporteur: Petra KAMMEREVERT, S&D)
The CULT Committee adopted its amendments to the 2020 draft budget, calling for a 10% increase of the
Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Europe for Citizens budget lines. It also demands a 5% increase of the
multimedia actions line to support the Euranet+ network. On the other budget lines within the Committee’s
competence, the Committee approved the Rapporteur’s proposal to refuse the Council cuts and restore
the original draft budget. The Committee also approved 18 Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions (PPPAs)
to test new policy ideas and initiatives.
In line with the budgetary amendments adopted during the meeting, the Rapporteur presented her draft opinion on the budget
for 2020. She deplores the cuts proposed by the Council to the Creative Europe programme, which undermines its role in
supporting the Union’s cultural and creative sectors and calls for the Creative Europe budget lines to be restored and
reinforced to scale up support for the creative and cultural sectors. Moreover, the Rapporteur proposes to increase the
resources for Erasmus+ and Europe for Citizens in the final year of the 2014-2020 MFF. The opinion also focus on the
'multimedia actions' line, with support for Euranet+ and highlights the negative results of the Court of Auditors rapid case
review of Euronews. The vote on the opinion is scheduled to take place on 1 October.
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EU financial support to Euronews

EU financial support to Euronews

Mr Kozlovs presented the key findings of the European
Court of Auditors' rapid case review assessing EU financial
support to Euronews to the Committees on Culture and
Education and on Budgetary Control. The review was carried
out in direct response to a Parliament request and assessed
the Commission's relationship with, and financing of, the
Euronews television channel between 2014 and 2018. The
EU has supported Eureonews since the channel's creation,
since 2010 via a Framework Partnership Agreement.
Between 2014 and 2018 average annual EU funding ran to
24.5 million EUR, with 18 million EUR of that coming from
the Multimedia Actions budget line and the rest from smallerscale arrangements with various Commission DirectoratesGeneral. Euronews is broadcast in 8 EU languages and four
non-EU languages. Originally a consortium of public service
broadcasters, it is now 85% privately owned.

The Commission challenged some of the findings, insisting
that there is robust intra-DG coordination behind Euronews
support and that it carries out regular performance and
financial audits, which have persistently found that EU
support for Euronews is a low-cost and efficient way to
achieve the aim of supporting high-quality, independent
coverage of EU affairs. It also announced that, since the
publication of the case review in May, it has instituted a new
set of controls through an Action Plan.
In the lively debate that followed the presentation, there was
broad agreement that high-quality independent coverage of
European affairs was a key aim of EU policy and should be
supported. However, concerns were voiced over Euronews'
ownership structure, over the lack of clear criteria for the
award of funding and over the absence of competitive
tenders for financial support. Members were unanimous in
demanding further information on Euronews' performance in
order to feed into a broader reflection on the balance of
funding to support European affairs coverage. Some of the
key questions going forward will be whether there should be
a rebalancing of support across media channels (including
radio and online) and across providers, whether more
competitive tender processes will generate a better outcome
and which alternative providers might exist. Euronews is
likely to remain high on the CULT Committee's agenda
running up to and beyond the adoption of the new
Multiannual Financial Framework.

Mr Kozlovs highlighted the key findings of the review. Firstly,
Euronews has no public service remit in any Member State,
meaning it is not accessible to most or all EU citizens.
Secondly, the EU budget provides a major source of funding
(over 1/3 of annual turnover) to a channel that is mostly
privately owned. Moreover, financial support lacks
transparency, accountability and coordination among
Commission Directorates-General and Commission financial
audits have found a number of shortcomings. Although the
review considers Euronews to show editorial independence,
it nevertheless laments the lack of a formal monitoring and
control system to verify and follow up on the operational
information provided by the channel.

The next committee meeting: 24 September 2019
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