
DISINFORMATION
& HATE SPEECH 

Counteracting Fake News & Disinformation Campaigns

Strengthening pro-European Voices 
by



Poland is among the most 
pro-European nations in 

the EU 



Is the shift of attitutdes possible?



Should Poland accept refugees from countries affected by wars?
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Majority of Poles prefers to leave EU than accept
refuges

Against accepting

refuges, even if that

means leaving the

European Union

Source: PAN (Polish Academy of Science) Report on the Eruopean integration and a place of Poland in that

process, Warsaw, 7.12.2017, run by ibris

51,2%



What we can find in the 
Polish internet

• Fear
• Manipulation
• Disinformation



„Refugees are bringing 
exotic diseases”

• ”Teenagers in Islamic countries are 
forced to marry older men”

• “People in Syria are having a great 
life”

• ”Yesterday in Munich were riots 
caused by refuges” 

• “Truth is being hidden: migrants are 
still flowing to Europe”



„Sharia Spheres” and 
„No-go zones”

• Since 2017

• Manipulation of statistics

• Anecdotal evidence („my friend is 
living in and he told me…”)

• Refugees = immigrants 

• Manipulations of facts e.g. Sweden



87%
The study commissioned by the Batory Foundation, carried out by Polityka 

Insight shows even so many of the comments under the news related to the 

European Union may be negative! Similar numbers where shown in the 

monitoring carried out by the European Front.

This makes people with unfounded views of the Union by default becoming 

Eurosceptic when they see only one side of the dispute.



Most 
popular 

topics in 
Poland

• LGBT

• ANTISEMITISM

• STRANGERS

• ECOLOGY – Climate change & Accident in 
sewage treatment plant



Most 
popular 

topics in 
Germany 

• STRANGERS: e.g. GDR was doing brilliantly 
economically, U.S. are still occupying 
Germany

• FREEDOM OF SPEECH - the state is 
censoring critics

• ECOLOGY

• IMMIGRANTS



Most 
popular 

topics in 
UK

• GENERAL ELECTION

• ANTISEMITISM

• IMMIGRANTS

• PEOPLE’S VOTE

• ELECTORAL PACTS



We have a problem

Social Media has become one of the most 
efficient levers to influence public opinion

Disinformation is being spread in 
coordinated fashion by the EU’s 
external and internal adversaries

Voters can now be targeted down 
to individual accounts

Beyond elections, social media are 
used to instill distrust between EU 
countries and citizens

Foreign bots are used en masse to 
destabilize Western institutions 

SUCH 
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THREATEN 
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ITSELF



New enemy in Poland: LGBTQiA



LGBTQiA in the Polish internet October 2018-September 2019



Outreach 



Key words



Reportage on LGBT on Friday 11.10.2019



HATE SPEECH AND DISINFORMATION



22-29 July

Biggest network traffic during the pride in Bialystok





TVP talked negativly 
about Paweł 
Adamowicz 1773 
times in 2018

Report Newton Media for Gdańsk 
Municipality



Our values
Alliance4Europe vision is to create a 
Europe 4 and by its citizens, and is 
committed to safeguarding the values laid 
down in Article 2 of the Lisbon Treaty and 
promoting the SDGs set by the UNDP 

The EU is founded on the values of 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law 
and respect for human rights, 
including the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities.

Article 2



Thank you!

maia.mazurkiewicz@alliance4europe.eu
by


