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The Delegations to the 39th Japan-EU Inter-parliamentary Meeting from the National Diet of Japan and the 

European Parliament issue the following joint statement, after discussions held in Strasbourg on 27 November 

2019: 

1. The Delegations highlight the strategic partnership between the EU and Japan, both of which can rely on 

their steady relationship in the midst of increasing challenges and threats to the rule-based world order. The 

parties reaffirm that they highly value the special nature of their partnership, as they have important common 

objectives and cooperate as partners who are sharing values and principles such as democracy, the rule oflaw, 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

2. The Delegations express their strong support to the recently concluded landmark agreements of the EU 

Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) and the EU-Japan Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA). 

They will keep monitoring the implementation of the two agreements, and look forward to receiving updates 

on the implementation of the EPA. 

They will also provide support as parliamentarians toward solving various issues, including matters not 

included in the EPA, through constructive discussion, and also welcome Japan and the EU acting as leaders 

in international free trade with the EPA as a model of the economic order of the 21st Century. 

3. In line with the provisions of Article 1(3) of the EU-Japan Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA), whose 

provisional application started on I February 2019, the Delegations reiterate their commitment to 

strengthening the inter-parliamentary partnership at all levels and for which will enhance the promotion of 

wider exchanges between the people of the European Union and Japan . 
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