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Organised by the Policy Department A-Economy & Science 
for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)  

Workshop on Discrimination in Healthcare 
Wednesday, 22 January 2014 from 12.30 to 14.45  

European Parliament, Room P7C050, Brussels 

AGENDA 
12.30 - 12.35  
Welcome and opening by Co-chairs of the Health Working Group, 
Glenis WILLMOTT and Alojz PETERLE, MEPs 

Part 1 How does discrimination affect people? Who is affected? 

12.35 – 12.45 
Discrimination in health care against people with mental illness 
Prof. Graham THORNICROFT, Section of Community Psychiatry, Health Services and 
Population Research Department, Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London (UK) 

12.45 – 12.55 
Discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
Mr Anthony BABAJEE, young LGBT activist (UK) 

12.55 – 13.05 
Racial and ethnic factors as a determinant of healthcare 
Mr Marian MANDACHE, Executive Director, NGO Romani Criss (RO) 

13.05 – 13.30 
Q & A 

Part 2 Developing policies 

13.30 – 13.40 
Multiple discrimination in healthcare 
Mr Ioannis N. DIMITRAKOPOULOS, Head of Department Equality and Citizens' Rights. EU 
Agency for Fundamental Rights (AT) 

13.40 – 13.50 
Daily tracking and resolving discrimination in access to healthcare services 
Mr Gianfranco COSTANZO, Head of Unit Relations with National and International 
Institutions, Project Cycle Management and Corporate Social Responsibility, National 
Institute for Health, Migration and Poverty (IT) 

13.50 – 14.30 
Q & A 

14.30 - 14.40 
Conclusions 

14.40 Closing 
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

Prof. Graham Thornicroft 
Graham Thornicroft is Professor of Community Psychiatry, and Head of the Health Service 
Research Department at the Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London. He is a 
Consultant Psychiatrist working in an Early Intervention community mental health team in 
South London, and is Director of King’s Improvement Science.  

His areas of expertise include: mental health needs assessment, the development of new 
outcome scales, cost-effectiveness evaluation of mental health treatments, stigma and 
discrimination, the development of community-based mental health services, and global 
mental health.  

He has published 29 books and 333 peer-reviewed scientific papers (e.g. Discrimination 
against People with Mental Illness, Self-stigma, empowerment and perceived discrimination 
among people with bipolar disorder or depression in 13 European countries: The GAMIAN-
Europe study, Global pattern of experienced and anticipated discrimination against people 
with schizophrenia: a cross-sectional survey, etc.). 

Mr Anthony Babajee 
Unashamedly positive, Ant Babajee has been living with HIV since 2007. He grew up in 
south-west England and currently lives in London. Ant came out as gay at the age of 19 
during the first year of a German and history degree. Being mixed race (with a father from 
Mauritius), gay and HIV-positive, Ant jokes that on diversity monitoring forms he has to 
tick lots of boxes! 

Ant currently works as a marketer and graphic designer, but his background is in broadcast 
journalism, including five years at the BBC. As he regained confidence after his HIV 
diagnosis, Ant has sought to use his media skills to talk about his experiences of living with 
the virus. Even though he is open to his wonderfully supportive friends and family, the 
biggest challenge Ant faces is disclosing his positive status to new people he meets, such is 
the stigma that still surrounds HIV 30 years after the first cases emerged. 

Ant has talked about openly living with HIV as a gay man in numerous interviews on radio, 
television and the web. He has appeared in the national and local media in the UK – on ITV 
News, Gaydio and numerous BBC local radio stations. In early 2013, he was featured in FS 
magazine, published by sexual-health charity GMFA, as a gay community role model. 

Ant has been volunteering with Terrence Higgins Trust, Europe’s largest HIV and sexual-
health charity, since 2010 and became a trustee at the end of 2013. He supports other 
people living with the virus around Britain as the volunteer moderator on the myHIV web 
forum. He also volunteers with THT’s health improvement team on the London gay scene 
as well as with GMFA. Ant is also a member of UK-CAB, a network of HIV treatment 
advocates, and ReShape – a recently formed HIV and hepatitis C thinktank. 

Ant is an avid tweeter as @t4rdis – he is a fan of British sci-fi series Doctor Who – and 
regularly discusses LGBT and HIV issues with his followers. He also posts to his Tumblr blog 
at t4rdis.me. 
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Mr Marian Mandache 
Marian Mandache was born in an Ursari Roma family in Romania. He became a lawyer in 
the Bucharest Bar (2005) and got his LL.M. from Columbia University (2010) where he also 
served as a teaching assistant of Prof. Jack Greenberg. Marian works on Roma rights since 
1999 and he is currently the Acting Executive Director of the NGO Romani CRISS. He 
acquired valuable field experience by conducting numerous fact-finding missions on various 
human rights violations. He has drafted complaints to the ECtHR on Roma issues. He has 
litigated landmark cases on hate-speech (against the President of Romania, the Prime-
Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs), on school segregation (School 19 Craiova) or law 
enforcement misconduct. Marian was part of expert groups drafting law proposals (e.g. 
amendments to the Romanian anti-discrimination legislation) and developing international 
standards (CoE, EC, OSCE). Marian has delivered trainings for judges, police officers and 
civic activists. He has authored six books on the human rights situation of Roma. 

Mr Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos 
Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos is Head of the ‘Equality and Citizens’ Rights’ department at the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). His areas of expertise include issues 
of equality and non-discrimination, as well as child rights. He studied sociology at 
Manchester and Essex University, UK. Since the mid-1980s he worked in academic 
institutions, where he lectured and conducted quantitative and qualitative social research. 
In parallel, during the 1990s he worked in local and regional government. Later he 
coordinated national and transnational research projects. Since 2003, when he started 
working for the Agency, he has been responsible for several of its major publications and 
contributed extensively to a number of policy documents. 

Dr Gianfranco Costanzo 
Dr Constanzo is the Head of Unit for International relations, relations with regions and 
project cycle management of the National Institute for Health, Migration and Poverty 
(NIHMP). Prior to joining the NIHMP, he was a senior medical officer at the Ministry of 
Health, in charge of overseeing the preparatory works conducted for the meetings of the 
Council of Health Ministers’ Working Party of public health. Between 2002 and 2008, Dr 
Constanzo’s main responsibility at the Ministry of Health was to coordinate health 
cooperation programmes. From 1999 to 2001, Dr Constanzo was supporting the work of 
the Ministry of Health from Brussels, where he was in charge of the health dossiers linked 
to the EU’s enlargement process. Prior to this position, Dr Constanzo was a seconded 
expert at the European Commission’s Directorate General for Health and Consumers.  Dr 
Constanzo is a medical doctor by training and he has post-degree diploma in gynaecology 
and obstetrics. 
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PRESENTATIONS AND FACTSHEET 
Presentation by Prof. Graham Thornicroft 
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Presentation by Mr Anthony Babajee 
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Presentation by Mr Marian Mandache 
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Factsheet by Mr Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos 
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