European Parliament

Committee on Constitutional Affairs

General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2021

(Responsible committee: BUDG, Rapporteur: Pierre Larrouturou (S&D))
Exchange of views with Pierre Larrouturou, general rapporteur of the
Committee on Budgets for the 2021 EU budget

Ahead of the finalisation of the EP Guidelines for 2021 budget, AFCO will
hold an exchange of views with the general rapporteur Pierre
Larrouturou on the main challenges of the budgetary procedure for the
year 2021, being the first year of the new MFF.

Guidelines for the 2021 Budget - Section Il

Rapporteur for Opinion: Antonio Tajani (Chair)
(Responsible committee: BUDG, Rapporteur: Pierre Larrouturou (S&D))

Consideration of a draft opinion
Decision on a deadline for amendments

The Committee will consider the draft opinion on the Guidelines for the 2021
Budget - Section Ill, for which the Chair is the rapporteur.

AFCO traditionally gives priority to the communication with citizens,
which needs to be properly addressed also in this year's EU budget.
Therefore, the draft opinion advocates creation of dedicated budget lines
for the organisation and roll-out of the Conference on the Future of
Europe in the budgets of various EU institutions and bodies. It also
concentrates on programs like “Europe for Citizens” and the “Rights,
Equality and Citizenship” as well as the European Citizens Initiative,
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INTRODUCTORY WORDS BY THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,

I am very happy to present this ninth issue of
the AFCO Newsletter, for the 9th legislative
term, a tool prepared by the Secretariat to keep
you informed of AFCO activities and to increase
awareness of the current institutional
challenges facing the European Union.

At this meeting AFCO will exchange views with
the Vice-President of the Commission Maros
Seféovic, responsible for Interinstitutional
Relations and Foresight. It is the first
appearance of Vice-President Seféovic¢ in AFCO
since the new Commission entered into
functions. | expect a lively discussion on
important issues for our committee, ranging
from the right of initiative of the EP and its right
of inquiry to issues on transparency, better law-
making or the preparation of the Conference
on the Future f Europe.

Adding to this, AFCO will also discuss the
guidelines for the budget of the EU for 2021, the
situation of Fundamental Rights in the EU (on
the basis of a report of the Commission
covering the years 2018-2019) and the
guidelines for the treatment by AFCO, of
requests made by at least 50 European citizens
to verify whether European political parties
comply with the values of the EU.
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calling for adequate levels of funding for these programs. The
opinion also insists on the need to secure proper financing
for fighting fake news and disinformation.

Calendar proposed:

19 February Presentation of draft opinion in AFCO

Deadline for amendments (AFCO)
Adoption of the AFCO opinion
Adoption of EP Guidelines in BUDG

25 February
17 March
30 March

Situation of Fundamental Rights in the European Union -
Annual Report for the years 2018-2019

Rapporteur for Opinion: Antonio Tajani (Chair)
(Responsible committee: LIBE, Rapporteur : Clare Daly
(GUE/NGL))

Consideration of a draft opinion
Decision on a deadline for amendments

The Committee will consider the draft opinion on the on the
Situation of Fundamental Rights in the European Union -
Annual Report for the years 2018-2019, for which the Chair is the
rapporteur.

Building on the two last reports of the Fundamental Rights
Agency, the draft opinion focuses on those aspects of the
protection of fundamental rights which are of AFCO'’s concern.

In particular, it recalls the obligation imposed to Member States
by Article 51(1) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights to ‘respect
the rights, observe the principles and promote the application
thereof. It calls on the Member States to apply an “Article 51
screening’ to assess whether or not a judicial case or legislative
file raises questions under the Charter. It strongly supports a
swift resumption of the negotiations on the accession of the
European Union to the European Convention on Human Rights.
It recommends a departure from the existing approach of
tackling rule of law cases in individual countries in an ad hoc
manner, and calls for the development of criteria and
contextual assessments to guide Member States in recognising
and tackling any possible rule of law issues in a regular and
comparative manner.

Finally, it acknowledges that the withdrawal of the UK from
the European Union will affect citizens’ right and insists that
joint European Parliament-UK Parliament scrutiny of the
implementation and application of the Withdrawal
Agreement would be beneficial, and would welcome it if joint
structures to this end could be established.

Owing to the timetable followed by the lead committee,

AFCO will vote on the draft opinion on 17 March, with a
deadline for amendments on 24 February at 17.00.

Possibly

*¥*%%Voting Time ****

European political parties and foundations: Guidelines
for the treatment of requests from a group of citizens

Presentation and adoption of a draft prepared by the AFCO
Working Group on the Rules of Procedure.

Provided the Coordinators endorsed the draft prior to the
Committee meeting, it will be put to the vote of the committee
after being presented by Vice-President Rainer Wieland, Chair
of the Working Group on the Rules of Procedure which
prepared these internal guidelines, only intended to organise
the committee work when dealing with requests from a group
of citizens aiming at verifying the compliance by European
political parties and foundations with the values on which the
European Union is founded.

***¥% End of vote ****
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Exchange of views with Maro$ Sef¢ovi¢, Vice-President of
the European Commiission for Interinstitutional Relations

and Foresight

Today there will also be an exchange of views with Maro$
Seféovi¢, Vice President for Interinstitutional Relations
and Foresight in our committee. It is his first appearance in
AFCO since the Commission took office.

This exchange of views takes place in the framework of the
structured dialogue as agreed in the Framework Agreement
on relations between the European Parliament and the
European Commission and follows the presentation of the
Commission’s first annual work programme " A Union that
strives for more". The Conference on the Future of Europe,
initiatives under the headline “A new push for European
democracy" and Better Law-making are of particular interest
to AFCO in that respect.

MEETING DOCUMENTS

In light of the European Parliament's paperless
project, please bear in mind that no paper
dossiers will be available in the meeting room.
Instead, meeting documents will be made
available on the following public and EP
internal websites:

MEETING DATE AND VENUE
Wednesday 19 February 2020, 14:30 - 18:30
Room: Paul-Henri Spaak (4B001), Brussels

MEETING LANGUAGES AVAILABLE
FR DE IT NL EN ES PT FI HU PL RO SK

NEXT MEETINGS
17 March, Brussels
9:00 — 12:30 and 14:30 — 18:30

FURTHER INFORMATION

. AFCO website

, @EPInstitutional

CONTACT THEEDITOR

European Parliament,

Directorate General for Internal Policies of the
Union,

Secretariat of the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs

+3222843676

o AFCO mailbox

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat
of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs and are
provided for general information purposes only. The
opinions expressed in this document are the sole
responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily
represent the official position of the European Parliament.
The AFCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that
are created and maintained by other organisations. The
AFCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views
expressed on these websites.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp-2020-publication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp-2020-publication_en.pdf
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201512/AFCO
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html
mailto:afco-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

