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A word from the Chair

Dear Colleagues,

First of all, | want to send you my best wishes for 2020.

The year 2019 was an intensive year for our Committee and for all of us. We
negotiated three blocks of the CPR and ended those discussions in December.
We also started to negotiate ERDF and Interreg. | want particularly to thank all
our rapporteurs on those files: Constanze Krehl and Andrey Novakov for the CPR,
Andrea Cozzolino for the ERDF, and Pascal Arimont for Interreg, together with
their respective teams, and the REGI secretariat. Those negotiations were
demanding, and shaping the future of the Cohesion Policy is a huge
responsibility.

This year 2020 is before us, and together with the President of the Parliament,
the BUDG Committee and its rapporteurs on the Multiannual Financial
Framework 2021-2027 (MFF), we will be on the front line of the MFF negotiations
to strengthen Cohesion Policy for 2021-2027. There are no old-fashioned
policies, and in reality, cohesion is a long-term policy in which much progress
has already been made. Everyone can be assured that Parliament is mobilised
to deliver a new cohesion package that will again take a great share of EU key
priorities, such as climate change, environmental issues, and the fight against
urban poverty.

For our first meeting of 2020, we will welcome Commissioner Elisa Ferreira for
her first hearing as Commissioner. Many questions are already on the table and
we will surely discuss the Just Transition mechanism that is a new top priority for
our Committee. We will also exchange with Regional Development and EU
Funds Minister Marko Pavi¢ on the priorities of the Croatian Presidency of the
Council, a debate of major importance in the light of the ongoing MFF
negotiations.

We will also hold an exchange with Vice-President of the European Investment
Bank Group, Lilyana Pavlova, and will have the pleasure of an exchange with
President of the Toscane Region Enrico Rossi, who will speak on behalf of the
Conference of the Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR).

Kind regards,

Younous Omarjee
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Legal disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the REGI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only.

The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organizations. The REGI Secretariat does not necessarily
endorse the views expressed on these websites.
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Ahead of us

REGI meeting

(*) agenda of the forthcoming meetings might be changed after publication of the Newsletter

20 - 21 January 2020

Exchange of views with the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR)

The Committee will receive representatives from the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). Created in
1973, this Association brings together more than 150 Regions from 24 States of the European Union and beyond. It
operates both as a think-tank and a lobby for the Regions.

After a presentation of their organisation and their main concerns in the context of the reform of Cohesion Policy for the
period 2021-2027, the representatives of the CPMR will have an exchange of views with the Members.

Exchange of views with Elisa Ferreira, Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms

Following her hearing with the Committee on 2 October and the vote by the EP plenary in the November Strasbourg
session, Ms Elisa Ferreira was confirmed as Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms in the new College of
Commissioners which took office on 1 December last. In the course of her hearing with the Committee, Ms Ferreira had
announced that her motto would be “no region, no person left behind”. In accordance with this, she underlined her
willingness to build a tailored Cohesion Policy for all regions, from outermost to mountainous and to coal-producing
regions; and stressed that structural reforms and cohesion must strengthen each other.

In the course of the morning session on Tuesday 21 January, the Committee will hold its first exchange of views with
Commissioner Ferreira since her confirmation in office. In addition to the work already underway to prepare the next
generation of Cohesion Policy, discussion will also focus on the recently-announced Commission proposal to establish
a Just Transition Fund, to help coal-producing regions transition towards a low carbon economy.

Exchange of views with Marko Pavi¢, Minister for Regional Development and EU Funds, on the
priorities of the Croatian Presidency of the Council

During the first half of this year, Croatia holds the Presidency of the Council of the EU. This Presidency follows on from
that of Finland (July-December 2019) and will be followed by that of Germany (July-December 2020). The priorities of
the Croatian Presidency are set out in the Presidency document “A strong Europe in a world of challenges”, and include
commitments to working for balanced regional development and towards a comprehensive agreement on the next
Multiannual Financial Framework.

During the afternoon session on Tuesday 21 January, the Committee will hold an exchange of views with Mr Marko Pavic¢,
Minister for Regional Development and EU Funds, in the Croatian government. The main subject of the exchange will
probably be likely progress in the next six months on the legislative files for which the Committee is responsible.
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Exchange of views with Lilyana Pavlova, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank

In the course of its meeting on the afternoon of Monday 20 January, the Committee will hold an exchange of views with
Vice-President of the European Investment Bank Group, Lilyana Pavlova

The European Investment Bank is the EU’s long-term financing institution, providing finance and advisory services to
contribute to the achievement of EU policy goals such as boosting the economy, creating jobs and promoting cohesion.

It is a non-profit organisation owned by the EU Member States and, while it is one of the world's largest multilateral
borrower and lender, it does not invest taxpayers’ money but funds raised from investors on the capital markets. In
addition, EIB lending focuses on two overarching policy goals: social and economic cohesion in the EU and climate action
across the world.

Vote on the Discharge 2018

The final step of the budget lifecycle is the discharge procedure for a given financial year. It
represents the political dimension of the external control of budget implementation and is the
decision by which the "Discharge Authority" i.e. the European Parliament, "releases" the
Commission and other EU bodies from its responsibility for the management of a given budget.

The REGI Committee decided to draw up an opinion on the implementation of the Commission
budget: Section Ill of the budget, which accounts for about 95% of the total. On 5 November,
the rapporteur - Josianne Cutajar, led an exchange of views and the presentation of the draft
opinion took place on 04 December. The REGI vote is set is to take place on 21 January 2020.

Josianne Cutajar

Upcoming events
in Brussels or near to your home

Date Event Place Additional
info
20-21 January REGI Committee meeting (Jozsef Antall 4Q1) Brussels
6 February Engaging citizens for good governance in Cohesion Policy Brussels
High-level conference “Engaging citizens for good governance in
6 February . . Brussels
Cohesion Policy
Useful links Further information
REGI Website For further information, please contact REGI secretariat
REGI publications or REGI Website.
EP Library - Info on items related to regional The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be
development watched live on the EP website or in Europarl TV.
OEIL - The Legislative Observatory
EUR-Lex

EC Regional Policy - InfoRegio
European Committee of the Regions
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