Newsletter
of TRAN Committee meeting of February 2020
Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,
We had important guests and topics for discussion at TRAN
committee meeting in February.
Commissioner Adina-Ioana Vălean presented her priorities for the
forthcoming five years. I was glad to hear that reduction of
environmental footprint, digitalisation, road safety and maintaining
affordable mobility for all were key priorities for the Commission.
The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), Mr Kitack Lim, gave us the
opportunity to have an interesting and fruitful debate in our Committee on the contribution of the maritime
sector to achieving the goals set by the Paris Agreement. We were pleased to hear that the maritime sector
was ready to fully contribute to the reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, through several operational
measures, including in ports. We are looking for further exchanges and cooperation with IMO in the near future.
I was also very happy with the debate with the Secretary -General of the UN World Tourism Organization.
Tourism policy constitutes an important part of our Committee’s responsibilities, and we are committed to the
delivery of concrete, tangible results boosting the Tourism sector and its sustainability during this legislative
period.
Members were introduced in the topic of air traffic management by a detailed presentation by
Mr Eamonn Brennan, Director of EUROCONTROL. His intervention was a good starting point to discuss the
future of the Single European Sky file, which has been blocked for long time and on which we hope to see some
progress soon. Indeed, we need to develop an aviation sector able to cope with the demand of citizens and to
reduce emissions.
Finally, we also had an opportunity for exchange of views on the upcoming negotiations on EU-UK partnership.
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Motor vehicles: type approval with respect
to emissions from light passenger and
commercial vehicles and access to repair
and maintenance information
Vote
o
o
o

Guidelines for the 2021 Budget - Section III
Presentation of the opinion
o
o
o
o

Rapporteur : Sven Schulze (EPP)
Vote in ENVI: tbc
Vote in plenary: tbc

The Committee heard the presentation of the draft
opinion by Mr Marinescu. He highlighted the need for
unity and ambition of the TRAN Committee in a context
of financial uncertainty (before the conclusion of the
MFF negotiations) and as the Council maintains its
request for budgetary cuts.

The opinion was voted with 38 in favour, 7 against and
0 abstention.

Global data collection system for ship fuel
oil consumption data
Presentation of the opinion
o
o
o
o

Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP)
Vote in TRAN: 17 March 2020
Vote in BUDG: 30 March 2020
Vote in plenary: April 2020

The shadow rapporteurs welcomed the work of the
Rapporteur and approved his call for an ambitious
budget marking, in particular, a strong commitment to
the Green Deal. Some shadow rapporteurs indicated
the importance of a policy shift to low emission
transport modes.

Rapporteur: Magdalena Adamowicz (EPP)
Deadlines amendments: 24 February 2020
Vote in ENVI: May 2020
Vote in plenary: June 2020

The draft opinion generally supports the Commission
proposal to ensure a better alignment between data
on fuel oil consumption collected within the Union
framework and those collected within the framework
of the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

Visit of Commissioner Adina-Ioana Vălean
Exchange of views
Commissioner Vălean presented her priorities for the
coming five years. Her main focus would be to reduce
the environmental footprint while maintaining
affordable and available mobility for all.

Most of the political groups supported the Rapporteur
as regards the scope of the amendments that should
be restricted to data collection and alignment with the
IMO system (IMO DCS).
They also recalled that the competitiveness of the EU
shipping industry should be taken into account, and
that, given the global nature of maritime transport,
action should be taken at international level.
Members also believed that there should be less
administrative burden on the industry.
Two political groups, however, supported the
extension of the scope of the regulation to the
inclusion of the maritime sector in the Emission
Trading Scheme (ETS) and to operational measures,
including the need for electrification in ports.
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This will go hand in hand with further progress on
digitalisation of transport and road safety.

These groups were of the opinion that all Greenhouse
gases should be taken into account in addition to CO2.

The Commission is working on a Strategy on
Sustainable and Smart Mobility which will further
elaborate actions to achieve these goals.

Some Members also believe that all categories of ships
should be concerned measures to reduce CO2 including
military vessels.

The presentation was followed with a lively discussion
with TRAN Members.
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Many Members engaged in the debate and raised
issues ranging from seamless European railway area,
alternative fuels, social aspects of aviation, transit
through Brenner pass, decarbonisation of transport,
mobility package, cross-border ticketing to future EUUK relations. Furthermore, Members used the
opportunity to discuss infrastructure funding in the
light of the forthcoming European Council on a new
MFF. The Commissioner appreciated the debate and
offered a regular dialogue with TRAN Committee in the
future.

for a higher commitment of Member States to improve
cross-border
connections
and
to
facilitate
administrative procedures.

Tourism Task Force - United Nations World
Travel Organisation
Exchange of views with Mr Zurab Pololikashvili,
Secretary-General of UNWTO
In its first meeting of the Tourism Task Force, the TRAN
Committee exchanged views with the SecretaryGeneral of UNWTO, the international organization
responsible for the promotion of responsible,
sustainable and universally accessible tourism. This
exchange focused on bringing tourism into the core of
the EU agenda, unleashing the sector’s potential in the
creation of new jobs and in helping achieve the
ambitious climate goals set out in the European Green
Deal. The UNWTO designated 2020 as the year of
Tourism and Rural Development, with emphasis on
addressing innovation, sustainability and digital
transformation.

European Coordinators of the TransEuropean Transport Network (TEN-T)
Exchange of views with Ms Karla Peijs (RhineDanube) and Ms Catherine Trautmann (North SeaBaltic)
The European Coordinators on Rhine-Danube and the
North Sea-Baltic corridors presented the latest
developments in these two TEN-T core network
corridors. The Rail Baltica cross-border sections
continue to be a focus on the North Sea-Baltic corridor,
which will also see its extension to the arctic regions of
Finland and Sweden under the next Connecting
European Facility.

Mr Pololikashvili invited the Members to work closer
with the UNWTO at the institutional level, in order to
join forces in furthering the development of the
tourism sector in Europe. The Members actively
participated in the debate, stressing the important role
that tourism plays in the EU’s economy and in creating
new jobs, and beyond that - as an experience, a brand
name creator for countries, and a vehicle for
promoting European values.

For the further integration of the Rhine-Danube
corridor it is important, in particular, to ensure Good
Navigation Status throughout waterways and to
strengthen technical capacity in Member States to
address rail and inland waterway bottlenecks.

One key urgent issue relates to the upcoming
negotiations on the next MFF: the EP has been calling
for years to create a specific budget line for tourism in
the next MFF, followed by a legislative proposal for a
specific programme on sustainable tourism.

Both Coordinators highlighted the corridors' enabling
role for smart and sustainable transport solutions.
Members in the debate underlined the need to
maintain viable navigation standards for inland
waterway transport and asked about the impacts of
changing climatic conditions on the navigability of
fairways.

EUROCONTROL
Exchange of views with Mr Eamonn Brennan,
Director-General

Speakers also inquired about the effects of the
corridors on rail freight transport and concrete
projects to enhance it, including port connectivity and
deployment of the ERMTS, and the corridors' role as
front-runners for the roll-out of alternative fuel and
charging infrastructure. Some speakers asked about
the environmental impacts of the TEN-T policy and
expressed concern about biodiversity losses resulting
from large infrastructure projects.

The Director General of EUROCONTROL, Mr Brennan,
presented the activities of its organization, which
provides technical support to the European aviation.
Mr Brennan gave figures and examples of how difficult
it is for the air traffic network to deal with the rising
demand of flights: a re-organisation of the network
would bring more efficiency. The increase amount of
air traffic and related issues were discussed by
Members in a dynamic debate, which stressed the
importance of advancing towards a Single European

Regarding priorities for the further completion of the
core network corridors, Members stressed the need
for adequate, stable financing for infrastructure
projects combined with technical assistance and called
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Sky for the interest of the environment and of the
travellers.

Together they raised the specific characteristics and
challenges faced by rural areas (lack of infrastructures,
aging and lower income population, lesser literacy to
digital devices, reliance on car transport) and the
resulting importance of services ensuring mobility.

International Maritime Organization
Exchange of views with Kitack Lim, IMO SecretaryGeneral
The TRAN Committee was honoured to receive the visit
of the Secretary-General of the International Maritime
Organization, Mr Lim, for an exchange of views
regarding the activities of IMO and its strategy to
reduce greenhouse gases emissions (GHG).
The Secretary-General and Mr Yamada, Director of the
IMO Marine environment division, presented the work
undertaken within MARPOL Annex VI to reduce ship
emissions.
They referred, i.a. to the use of alternative fuels, the
need to boost research and development to meet the
Paris Agreement targets, the need to enhance engine
efficiency and to, supply electricity in ports for ships at
berth. They stressed that market-based measures to
support the uptake of new technologies should be
global and that technical cooperation was needed so
that nobody is left behind.
Mr Lim also underlined the change in the awareness of
IMO contracting parties regarding climate change. He
praised the good collaboration between the EU and
IMO.
Members acknowledged that climate change was the
greatest challenge of the century.
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They generally supported a global system to reduce
greenhouse gases of the maritime sector in order to
avoid distortion of the market. Some Members
recalled that the emissions from the EU maritime
sector accounted for 17% of the global emissions of
this sector, while others recalled that there was no CO2
pricing yet for shipping as well as aviation.

Experts highlighted good practices such as the
development of sustainable and flexible mobility
planning systems (parking construction at stations, on
demand mini-buses systems, using empty seats in
school buses, development of smart cards for multiple
transport systems, combination of services systems
such as grocery boxes delivered in stations or mobile
health and social services, specific pricing policies for
target groups, etc.).

The role of public transport in low-density
areas
Hearing

In their interventions, Members insisted on the need
for global approaches for ensuring a sustainable
economic development of less density areas to bring
back jobs and services, the need for an adequate
balance between public and private services, the need
to made public transports a political priority with
appropriate funding, the need to experiment
advantageous pricing policies to promote the use of
public transport over private cars, etc.

Four experts had been invited to debate with TRAN
Members the role of public transport in low-density
areas in a public hearing.
Ms Paula Teles (Institute of Cities and Villages for
Mobility,
Portugal),
Mr
Matthias
Landin
(Administration of the Värmland region of Sweden),
Mr Roman Sterba (Faculty of Transportation Sciences
of Prague, Czech Republic) and Mr Jan Christiaens
(Association Mobiel 21, Belgium).
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Joint Research Center
Exchange of views with Ms Charlina Vitcheva,
acting Director-General

vehicles, batteries, traffic congestion,
implication linked to change in mobility.

societal

Members enquire about the feasibility of electrifying
heavy-duty vehicles, the capacity of the electric grid to
support the complete electrification of vehicles and
roads, automation, new paths of mobility in cities.

Ms Vitcheva, acting Director-General, gave an
overview of research undertaken at JRC in support to
the EU transport policy. She explained the important
role of JRC to provide neutral scientific evidence to the
Commission in support of its political activities.

European Commission on the future EU-UK
relationship
Exchange of views

Ms Vitcheva presented some topical research and
flagship reports, e.g. on the future of road transport,
living labs e.g. in ISPRA on connected mobility, TRIMIS
which presents trends in research. She highlighted the
research carried out on interoperability of electric

In camera meeting.

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed
Monday 16 March 15.00-18.30
 Workshop: The use on hydrogen fuel in transport
 Global data collection system for ship fuel oil consumption data - rapporteur: Adamowicz (EPP)
 Budget guidelines - rapporteur: Marinescu
 Common Aviation Area Agreement between the EU and Georgia - rapporteur Ameriks (S&D) / Jordan - rapporteur:
Ameriks (S&D) / Israel - rapporteur: Deli (EPP) / Moldova - rapporteur: Zile (ECR)
 Protocol amending Common Aviation Area Agreement EU - Moldova - rapporteur: Zile (ECR)
 Agreement between the EU and the Government of the People's Republic of China on civil aviation safety rapporteur: Poreba
Tuesday 17 March - 9.00-12.30
 Special report No 19/2019 on "INEA: benefits delivered but CEF shortcomings to be addressed" - presentation of a
study by the European Court of Auditors (ECA)
 Global data collection system for ship fuel oil consumption data - rapporteur: Adamowicz (EPP)
 Budget guidelines - Marinescu (EPP)
 Visit of Commissioner Breton (Tourism)
 Scrutiny : state of play of EASA Regulation and delegated act on drones
Tuesday 17 March - 14.30-18.30
 Recommendations on the negotiations for a new partnership with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland – rapporteur: Danielsson (S&D)
 EC Pilot project and preparatory actions
 Just transition fund -) rapporteur: Riquet (Renew) tbc
Meeting room: JOZSEF ANTALL - room 4Q1
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TRAN Committee meetings 2020 - To be confirmed
Tuesday 21/04/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 21/04/2020 14.30-18.30

Monday 13/07/2020 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 14/07/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 14/07/2020 14.30-18.30

Wednesday 29/04/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 29/04/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 30/04/2020 9.00-12.30
Thursday 30/04/2020 15.00-18.30

Wednesday 02/09/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 02/09/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 03/09/2020 9.00-12.30
Thursday 03/09/2020 15.00-18.30

Wednesday 27/05/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 27/05/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 28/05/2020 9.00-12.30
Thursday 28/05/2020 15.00-18.30

Wednesday 28/10/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 28/10/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 29/10/2020 9.00-12.30

Monday 22/06/2020 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 23/06/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 23/06/2020 14.30-18.30

Tuesday 10/11/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 10/11/2020 14.30-18.30
Monday 30/11/2020 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 01/12/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 01/12/2020 14.30-18.30

Useful links
TRAN website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/TRAN
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Croatian Presidency of the Council: https://eu2020.hr/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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