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I. SUMMARY

The 83rd EU - US Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) of the Transatlantic Legislators’
Dialogue (TLD) was rescheduled for February 2019 due to the state funeral of former US
President George H. W. Bush in December 2018. In December, Members of the Parliament
only held bilateral meetings at the US Senate and with Administration officials from the
Departments of State and Defence and the US Trade Representative's Office.

The rescheduled TLD/IPM from 26 to 28 February 2019 was constructive and held in a very
positive atmosphere. It provided the opportunity to meet and cooperate with the new TLD
leadership in the House of Representatives, which showed strong commitment to the
transatlantic partnership in general and the TLD in particular. This spirit and commitment were
reflected in the agreed Joint Statement (attached) which called notably for de-escalation in
transatlantic trade tensions.

The official lunch hosted by Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of the House, and attended by President
Tajani, also underlined the importance attached to the TLD and the legislative dimension to
the transatlantic relationship on both sides of the Atlantic, and the President raised the idea that
the US Congress might upgrade the status of the TLD within their system. Members also met
with four Senators and held useful meetings with stakeholders, including US Administration
and the National Governors Association.

II. TLD WORKING SESSIONS - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

In two of the following sessions, the level of attendance on the US side was impacted by three
high profile Congressional hearings taking place at the same time.

Session 1 on Recent political developments in the US and EU

Jim Costa (D-CA), US Co-Chair of the TLD, opened the working session and focussed on the
results of the US midterm elections and the impact for the 116th Congress.  He introduced the
new Ranking Member, Mark Meadows (R-NC) who expressed his commitment to the TLD
and welcomed the opportunity to reset EU-US relations, instead of them being driven by
emotive headlines. He argued that the relationship must be strong, because many enemies want
to destroy our societies. They both paid homage to character and work of the outgoing Co-
Chair, Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL).

Session 2 on Election Interference

Alina Polyakova, a Brookings Institute expert, addressed Members on the issue of increasing
malign cyber-enabled interference by state and non-State actors, which was targeted at our
electoral systems. She explained that there were a number of self-reinforcing parts impacting
democracy: political influence attempts, attacks on electoral infrastructure and information
warfare/disinformation. She commended the EU for taking many good measures, while
conceding that much remained to be done.



Rep. Jim Costa confirmed that unlike the EU and EP, the US Congress has not yet been able
to take measures to address the problem. There were no fixed solutions as everything was
evolving. Members stressed the need for education in critical thinking. The focus had been on
Russia hitherto, but there were question marks as to whether there might be a significant threat
from China going forward.

Session 3 on Trade and economic cooperation

Members emphasised their commitment to a rules-based, open multilateral trading system and
welcomed efforts to reform the WTO including the Dispute Settlement System. They discussed
EU-US trade negotiating mandates, US section 232 steel and aluminium tariffs under the
justification of national security, and the threat of imposing additional auto tariffs. INTA Chair
Bernd Lange presented Parliament's draft resolution on the EU-US trade negotiating mandates
and pleaded for a multilateral approach on trade because of global value chains and the need
to de-escalate trade-irritants and reform the WTO.

Ron Kind (D-WI) reported that USTR Lighthizer had said that very morning that it was not his
intention to undermine the WTO.  He also reported on an ongoing bipartisan initiative to
reclaim a greater role for Congress in the imposition of 232 tariffs. He stressed that an
international coalition and united front was needed against China and wanted EU help to get
credible WTO reform. While he favoured trade negotiations with the EU, he insisted that
including agriculture was very important for the US. Other members stressed the importance
of joint standard setting and the damaging impact of tariffs. Members appreciated hearing so
many American Representatives express their commitment to international institutions.

Session 4 on Cooperation in Foreign Affairs and Security policy - with a focus on Russia,
the INF treaty, Venezuela and Afghanistan

US Democrats underlined the inconsistency of US policy on Iran and North Korea. They
pleaded for repairing the JCPOA and criticised the talks with North Korea. Rep Sheila Jackson-
Lee (D-TX) said that the US and EU needed to work together more, including on Russia and
Venezuela. On the latter, Democrat Congress Members also pleaded for an international
coalition and against a military intervention.

Official working lunch hosted by US Congress Keynote speaker: Nancy Pelosi, Speaker
of the US House of Representatives and Antonio Tajani, President of the European
Parliament

During lunch, both  President Tajani and Speaker Pelosi expressed their strong commitment to
transatlantic relations. Speaker Pelosi highlighted climate change and the need to combat
resurgent antisemitism as major priorities and underlined the value of inter-parliamentary
dialogue. She also argued that the fact that no fewer than 50 Members of Congress had attended
the Munich Security Conference earlier in the year, showed the interest and commitment of
this Congress to Europe.



III. MEETINGS WITH UNITED STATES SENATORS

Meetings with senior US Senators have become a regular fixture of the TLD meetings in
Washington and are important to ensure that both chambers of the Congress are deeply
involved in transatlantic legislative dialogue.

The Delegation was welcomed by Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI), chairman of the Homeland
Security committee and of the Foreign Relations Europe subcommittee. The Senator stressed
the need to stand up and stand together for our values. He said that US leadership was
indispensable, but it needed allies. He had faith in the checks and balances in the US political
system, and pleaded for an active role for Congress in foreign policy and gave the example of
pushing back on Syria which had led to a change of Administration policy.

The Senator pleaded for an evaluation of the effectiveness of the various existing sanctions in
place on Russia, before imposing new ones. Sanctions should squeeze Putin, not US allies, he
said. He welcomed increased NATO efforts from Europe and said Europe needed to be able to
defend itself and participate in coalitions of the willing.  He stated that while he is a free trader,
he was cautious on China, which does not share our values, and has in effect been stealing
western technology.

Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) underlined that Democrats and Republicans broadly agree on
transatlantic relations and NATO, but the latter see less urgency regarding the undermining of
democracy. Democrats are critical of the tactics of President Trump in various areas, such as
in relation to North Korea (still no transparency after two summits), President Duarte of the
Philippines, NATO policy and its commitment to Montenegro, and the JCPOA with Iran.  Sen.
Cardin was confident that the US would remain involved in climate change talks and that US
business would implement the Paris agreement.

Senator John Boozman (R-AK), who comes from a strong agriculture trading state, said he
definitely favoured negotiations with EU, but he was worried that Europe was not ready to
negotiate on the difficult agriculture aspects.

Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ), who has been working on foreign policy in Congress for 27
years, criticised China for speaking of multilateralism, but not respecting it, and said that Russia
had repeatedly violated the international order. He was also critical of the national security
based trade tariffs against both the EU and Canada. He criticised some EU Member States
(without listing them) for backsliding on democratic standards. The EU and US needed to
address their own internal issues to be stronger vis-a-vis third countries. He also disapproved
of the Administration’s policy on North Korea. He favoured recognising Mr Guaido under the
present constitution in Venezuela and stressed Cuban security interference in support of Mr
Maduro.

IV. MEETINGS WITH THE ADMINISTRATION AND OTHER
STAKEHOLDERS



Meeting with Ms. Abigail Slater, Special Assistant to the President for Economic Policy,
in charge of digital issues

Members discussed the digital economy, e-commerce and data privacy with Ms Slater. She
acknowledged that the US framework for e-commerce and data privacy were outdated, that
GDPR was becoming the global standard, and that the EU was much further along on various
issues. On regulating privacy, she explained there was still a question of who did the regulation,
and noted that Facebook was attempting to self-regulate. Members asked what actions would
be taken regarding monopolies of data, and whether the EU and the US should not cooperate
more in this field.

State Department meeting with DAS Michael Murphy (Security, NATO, Arms Control)
and DAS Julie Fischer (EU)

Members had a frank discussion with DAS Murphy and DAS Fischer. The State Department
officials spoke about a new era of great power competition, in which Europe needed to make
its fair contribution to NATO. They insisted that the world was not more dangerous because of
US withdrawal from INF, but because of Russian systematic violations of INF. They also
argued for EU Member States to live up to their commitments and buy the right defence
capabilities and ensure proper readiness.

Meetings at the Office of the USTR with Dan Mullaney, Assistant US Trade
Representative for Europe and the Middle East

Discussions with Mr Mullaney focussed on the ongoing draft USTR and EU trade negotiating
mandates and their divergences and the impact of the existing steel/aluminium tariffs and
possible car tariffs on the trade talks. There were also discussions on the EU and US concerns
on the functioning of the WTO and its Dispute Settlement System, including the Appellate
Body.

Meetings at the National Governors Association (NGA) with CEO Scott Pattison

In the meeting with Mr Pattison, Members were informed of the importance of Governors in
promoting trade and investment, in the implementation of trade agreements and in influencing
federal policies behind the scenes. Governors wanted to become more active internationally,
through the NGA Global programme and notably through missions to Brussels in 2019.

Meetings at CSIS - The Centre for Strategic and International Studies with Heather A.
Conley, Senior Vice-President for Europe and other experts on “Transatlantic challenges
and a resurgent Russia”

At the Centre for Strategic and International Studies, discussions focused on Russia and the
challenge it poses to Europe and the US. The main messages were that: Russia was playing a
disruptive role but could bring about some solutions; that Russia did not create divisions, but
amplified them; that we should not focus solely on Russia, but on the weaknesses of our system;
and that for some crises, Russian buy-in was needed to find political solutions, but that the
different views on sovereignty and territorial integrity complicated matters.

Lunch event at the Bipartisan Policy Centre John C. Fortier, Director of the Democracy
Project, other BPC fellows, and Mark Strand, President of the Congressional Institute



During this public diplomacy event, Members discussed with representatives from the
Bipartisan Policy Center and the Congressional Institute about the changes in the American
political landscape after the Midterms and looked ahead to the 2020 Presidential elections.

In addition, Members received a comprehensive briefing by David O’Sullivan, EU
Ambassador to the US and staff members from the EU Delegation’s trade section. They also
attended a reception with the Congressional EU Caucus organised by the Transatlantic
Policy Network and the EP Liaison Office in Washington, DC.

V. PARTICIPANTS AND FOLLOW-UP

Co-Chairs: Christian EHLER (EPP, DE) and Jim COSTA (D, CA)

MEPs: Christian EHLER (EPP, DE), Laima Liucija ANDRIKIENE (EPP, LT), Elisabetta
GARDINI, (EPP, IT), Danuta HÜBNER (EPP, PL), Godelieve QUISTHOUDT-ROWOHL
(EPP, DE), Dubravka ŠUICA (EPP, HR), Eugen FREUND (S&D, AT), Ana Maria GOMES
(S&D, PT), Daniel DALTON (ECR, UK), Marietje SCHAAKE (ALDE, NL), Helmut
SCHOLZ (GUE, DE), Gerolf ANNEMANS (ENF, BE), Bernd LANGE (S&D, DE) and Ioan
Mircea PAŞCU (S&D, RO).

Republican Reps.: Mark MEADOWS (NC), Mario DIAZ-BALART (FL), Scott PERRY
(PA) and Jackie WALORSKI (IN).

Democrat Reps.: Jim COSTA (CA), Nancy PELOSI (CA), RUPPERSBERGER (MD), TJ
COX (CA), Henry CUELLAR (TX),  Ron KIND (WI), Sheila JACKSON-LEE (TX), Gregory
MEEKS (NY), David PRICE (NC), Jan SCHAKOWSKY (IL) and William KEATING (MA).

Follow-up

The US side suggested that the 84th TLD/IPM be held in late autumn in Helsinki, Finland
during the Finnish Presidency of the EU. This will need to be confirmed once the new
Parliament and US Delegation have been constituted following the European Elections.

ANNEXES

-Programme

- List of EP Participants

- Joint Statement

*****
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08.15-09.30 Briefing with David O’Sullivan, EU Ambassador, followed by Ms Esther Nieto
Hernandez, EU Delegation’s trade section

10.00-11.00 Meetings at CSIS - The Centre for Strategic and International Studies
with Heather A. Conley, Senior Vice-President for Europe and other experts
on “Transatlantic challenges and a resurgent Russia”

11.30-12.30 Meetings at the National Governors Association with Scott Pattison, CEO

13.00 - 14.30 Lunch event at the Bipartisan Policy Centre with John C. Fortier, Director of
the Democracy Project, other BPC fellows, and Mark Strand, Congressional
Institute

15.00-16.00 State Department meeting with DAS Michael Murphy (Security, NATO, Arms
Control) and DAS Julie Fischer (EU) on Transatlantic Security, European
Defence Initiatives and INF Treaty

16.30-17.30 Meeting with Ms. Abigail Slater, Special Assistant to the President for
Economic Policy, in charge of digital issues

19.00-21.00 Traditional welcome TLD dinner hosted by US Co-Chairs

09.00-10.45 Working Session 1: Recent political developments in the US and EU

11.00-12.10 Working Session 2: Election Interference

12.30-14.15 Official working lunch hosted by US Congress

Keynote speaker: Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the US House of Representatives
and Antonio Tajani, President of the European Parliament

14.30-16.00 Working Session 3: Trade and economic cooperation

16.15-18.00 Working Session 4: Cooperation in Foreign Affairs and Security policy - with
a focus on Russia, the INF treaty, Venezuela and Afghanistan

18.15 Signature of Joint Statement

18.30-19.30 Reception in Congress with the EU Caucus organised by TPN and
EPLO DC

Tuesday, 26 February 2019

Wednesday, 27 February 2019
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09.00-11.30 Meetings with United States Senators

09.30 - Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI)
10.00 - Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD)
11.00 - Sen. John Boozman (R-AK)
11.30 - Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ)

12.30-13.45 Meetings at the Office of the USTR with Dan Mullaney, Assistant US Trade
Representative for Europe and the Middle East

14.00 End of programme

*****

Thursday, 28 February 2019
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LIST OF EP PARTICIPANTS

D-US Members and Substitutes

EHLER Christian (Chair) EPP GERMANY
GARDINI Elisabetta EPP ITALY
HÜBNER Danuta EPP POLAND
QUISTHOUDT-ROWOHL Godelieve EPP GERMANY
ŠUICA Dubravka EPP CROATIA
FREUND Eugen S&D AUSTRIA
GOMES Ana Maria S&D PORTUGAL
DALTON Daniel ECR UNITED KINGDOM
SCHAAKE Marietje ALDE NETHERLANDS
SCHOLZ Helmut GUE/NGL GERMANY
ANNEMANS Gerolf ENF BELGIUM

Committee Rapporteurs

LANGE Bernd S&D GERMANY
PAŞCU Ioan Mircea S&D ROMANIA

Staff

4 from the Secretariat and 6 Political Group advisors

Abbreviations:
EPP Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the EP
ECR European Conservatives and Reformists Group
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
GUE/NGL Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left
ENF Europe of Nations and Freedom Group
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