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Croatian Presidency Priorities
During the CULT committee meeting on Tuesday 21 January, four Croatian
Ministers presented the key priorities of the Croatian Presidency.
Minister Blaženka Divjak began with education and training, highlighting the
importance of the European Semester in their regard and informing the
committee of the Presidency’s intention to adopt Council conclusions on
these subjects. She continued with the intention of the Presidency to
strengthen the preparation of education staff for future job markets and the
need to increase mobility of both ideas and individuals. Minister Divjak
confirmed her wish to carry on the good cooperation with the CULT
committee and to look for ways to accelerate the negotiations on the
Erasmus+ file.
In the field of youth, Minister Vesna Bedekovic underlined high unemployment and demographic change as key
challenges for young people. Therefore, the Presidency will work towards creating more opportunities for young people,
and especially for those in remote and rural areas, where access to education, training and public services is limited. The
Presidency will also work towards adopting a concluding resolution on the 7th Cycle of the EU Youth Dialogue, the focus
of which responds directly to the challenges mentioned above.
In the culture, audio-visual and media sector, Minister Nina Obuljen Koržinek highlighted risk management in the area of
cultural heritage as a priority. With the increased uncertainty regarding the safety of our cultural heritage and apparent rise
of natural disasters, it is highly important to develop plans for rapid response and recovery. Another topic in focus during
the Presidency will be media literacy. With a particular focus on young people, the Presidency wants to stimulate reflection
on how we might improve our capacity and tools in understanding the growing number, variety and complexity of
information streams facing us today. According to the Minister, this will aid not only our understanding of societies and
diversity, but the functioning of democracy as well.
Finally, in the sports sector, Deputy State Secretary for Sport Kresimir Samija underlined that the Presidency will seek to
strengthen the basic principles of the Olympic movement. In particular, the Presidency plans to adopt conclusions on
sports qualifications and competences for coaches and trainers. They believe that high standards in skills and
competences for coaches and trainers, especially when working with vulnerable groups, is essential not only for high-level
sport achievements, but also for increasing inclusivity in our societies in general.
As it is customary, the presentation of the Presidency priorities was followed by a question-and-answer session. Members
were very active and a range of questions was put to the Ministers. Notably MEPs urged the Presidency to make
significant progress in the negotiations on the three MFF files within the CULT Committee remit, to make sure of a timely
start for each of the programmes. They also asked the Presidency to continue the good work on the European Education
Area in view of its completion by 2025, to secure a strong budget for the Erasmus+ programme, to improve mobility at all
levels of education, to help strengthen media literacy for young people, to improve the inclusiveness dimension in culture
and to combat racism in sports.

January 2020

CULT Newsletter

Strategic Innovation Agenda of the EIT 2021-2027
Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Judith BUNTING, Renew)
As an initial remark, the Rapporteur calls for a better dissemination/communication policy as the EIT
represents one of the main drivers for target-focused innovation in the EU. The SIA sets out the strategy,
objectives and priorities for the EIT for the period 2021-2027 and defines its key actions, target results and
resources needed for that period. Ms Bunting underlined the importance of the EIT in promoting EU
competitiveness through its support for the innovation ecosystem, insofar as the Institute successfully contributes to the growth
of the “knowledge triangle”.
Among other positive aspects, the Rapporteur welcomes the proposed launch of a new KIC (Knowledge and Innovation
Community) in the field of Cultural and Creative Industries in 2021. She believes that this will help unleash the potential of
culture-based creativity, particularly in digital and technological development, while also strengthening Europe’s
competitiveness and smart growth. Shadows’ comments were very much in line with the Rapporteur’s approach, stressing that
the education part should not be underestimated, with particular attention being paid to entrepreneurial education.
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European Institute of Innovation and Technology (recast)
Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Christian EHLER, EPP)
Recasting the EIT regulation consists of adopting a new Regulation that incorporates in a single text both the
substantive amendments, which it makes to the existing Regulation, and the unchanged provisions of that
Regulation. The Rapporteur considers that this legislative package reinforces the EIT’s mission whilst aligning
its objectives with Horizon Europe.
Despite welcoming the effort that the Commission has put into this proposal, the Rapporteur suggest a series of amendments,
focusing in particular on providing greater legal clarity and certainty for the Regulation. He stresses the need to ensure the
establishment of a Cultural and Creative Industries KIC as a key priority for the EIT for the period 2021-2027 and calls for the
strengthening of synergies with other Union programmes, including Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Cohesion Policy Funds.
Again, Shadows’ comments were very much in step with the Rapporteur’s approach, highlighting the importance of the
alignment with Horizon Europe and the creation of the CCI KIC. Moreover, Members emphasised the value of bringing together
science and arts for research and innovation.
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European Semester for economic policy coordination: Employment and Social Aspects
in the Annual Growth Survey 2020
Consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Sabine VERHEYEN, EPP)
In 2019, every Member State received an Country Specific Recommendation (CSR) specifically related to
general education, skills and lifelong learning, or research and innovation.
The suggestions by the Rapporteur relate mainly to the need for Member States to revise their education, training and skills
policies in order to adapt to the digital economy and the rise of artificial intelligence. She stresses that a key plank of
combatting inequality is support for early childhood education and care, as social and economic disadvantage is frequently a
predictor of weak educational outcomes. Shadows welcomed the concise, yet comprehensive draft and supported the
Rapporteur’s approach. They reiterated the importance of entrepreneurial education and informal learning as ways to prevent
young people from dropping out of the system.
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PISA results 2018

PISA results 2018

Presentation by OECD

Presentation by OEC

The afternoon session ended with the presentation of the
PISA 2018 results by OECD PISA Lead Analyst Ms Miyako
Ikeda.

Ms Ikeda gave a brief overview of some new developments
in PISA 2018, mainly related to the revised reading
framework, adaptive testing in the reading assessment,
reading fluency items, student well-being, and global
competence (the results of the latter will be published in late
2020).

PISA 2018 covered science, maths and reading, with a
greater emphasis on the latter. PISA 2018 defined reading
literacy as “understanding, using, evaluating, reflecting on
and engaging with texts in order to achieve one’s goals, to
develop one’s knowledge and potential, and to participate in
society”.

Members considered the presentation very interesting and
asked a couple of questions, mainly related to the gap
between Member States in the results, regional disparities
within Member States and performance linked to social
economic background.

On average, across OECD countries, mean performance in
reading, mathematics and science remained stable between
2015 and 2018.

Executive Summaries PISA 2018
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