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trStructured dialogue with Commissioner Gabriel
A highlight on the agenda of this month's CULT
committee meeting was the first exchange of views
with the recently appointed Commissioner for
Innovation, Research, Education, Culture and Youth,
Mariya Gabriel, who came to present her policy
commitments in the fields of education, youth,
culture and sports in more detail.
Her presentation started with a clear message of
support for the Committee's and Parliament's strong
stance on Charles Michel’s MFF proposal. Ms
Gabriel underlined that the highly ambitious agenda
of commitments could only be accomplished if we
secure more money for education, culture, youth
and sports.
Commissioner Gabriel pinpointed completion of the European Education Area, planned for 2025, as a top priority in
removing obstacles to borderless education systems. In that context, the Commissioner will also work to overhaul the
Education and Training framework and ensure greater consistency with the European Research Area. In her view, the
fledgling European Universities – a bottom-up initiative that brings together universities in different Member States to drive
innovation, support cooperation, improve inclusion, foster excellence – will play a key role in supporting the Education and
Research Areas.
Another key focus for the Commissioner is the need to improve skills and competences for teachers at all levels and adopt
curricula of basic knowledge across the board. Commissioner Gabriel also underlined the importance of updating the
Digital Education Action Plan (slated for June 2020) and the development of Artificial Intelligence in the education sector
and the cultural and creative industries. She also highlighted the renewed EU Youth Strategy, the appointment of an EU
Youth Coordinator, support for the music industry and cultural diplomacy.
During the subsequent exchange of views, a number of questions were put. The main focus was again on the negotiations
of the three CULT programmes and the budget attached to them. Members were clear that no serious commitments could
be made without the necessary budgetary provisions. Another topic discussed was programme governance with criticism
from Members that no progress has been made. Commissioner Gabriel explained that governance cuts across MFF
programmes, complicating the situation. Members also asked for concrete examples of future actions to deliver the
Education Area by 2025 and on the follow-up to the European Year of Cultural Heritage.
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The use of artificial intelligence in education, culture and
the audiovisual sector
The main objective of the public hearing was to better understand the impact of AI on
education and the cultural and creative sectors, how it may transform them, and which
particular regulatory challenges the Union might face in the next decade in that regard.
Therefore, the following experts were asked to prepare their presentations based on
their experience in AI in those various sectors:

Andrejs Vasijevs, CEO of Tilde, Member of Board of Directors of Big Data Value Association (BDVA) and BDVA Public
Private Partnership Board,
Dora Mattyasovszky-Philipp, project leader of the working group on education in Artificial Intelligence Coalition of
Hungary,
Eleonora Rosati, lawyer, associate Professor in IP law, Stockholm University,
Christoph Krönke, Postdoc Fellow at the Chair for Public Law, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München,
Michael Coldewey, Hochschule für Fernsehen und Film München.
Questions centred on gleaning more detailed information and recommendations on the issues relating to AI-generated content,
such as deep fakes used for disinformation, as well as rethinking education and the arts in an AI society. In terms of content,
experts provided several concrete examples of AI-generated content, such as songs and fake news videos, as well as insights
into the challenges, which might conceivably have to be addressed in the coming years.
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European Youth Forum and the European Youth Capital
The CULT committee held an exchange of views with the European Youth Forum. Director of Policy and Advocacy François
Balate and Policy Officer Rita Jonusaite, presented in great detail the whole cycle of the initiative aimed at bringing young
people to the centre of local political agendas. Together they discussed the selection process, organisation, management of
events, recurrent challenges, legacy in the local community and future Youth Capitals. Mr Balate underlined that the EYC,
which is managed by the European Youth Forum, is the only initiative on such a scale that focuses on the participation of
young people in policy-making, whilst also being conceived and developed by and dedicated to those young people. He
underlined that programmes such as DiscoverEU or the European Solidarity Corps can be used to make young people aware
of the EYC, for which a lack of visibility is the greatest obstacle.
The presenters also underlined the importance of the EU institutions and in particular the EP, especially with regard to
increasing both the resources available and public visibility. Members received the presentation with great interest and asked a
number of questions, mainly focusing on ways to further support this initiative. In particular, Members expressed an interest in
conducting regular visits to the EU Youth Capital and entering into a regular dialogue with the host cities and the youth
organisations involved. In conclusion, a clear commitment was made by the Chair, Members of the Committee and the
European Commission to pursue ways to improve and strengthenthe initiative in the near future.
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Guidelines for the 2021 budget (Rapporteur: Romeo FRANZ, Greens/EFA)
The

The guidelines set out the Parliament's key priorities for the forthcoming budget procedure. The committee,
against the backdrop of the Charles Michel proposal for the next MFF and looming cuts for CULT
programmes, backed the Rapporteur in taking a strong stand for funding in 2021 and matching the increased
ambitions for the new Erasmus+ programme, the new Creative Europe programme and the European
Solidarity Corps. The Rapporteur also insisted on avoiding delays in the first year of payments to beneficiaries
of the programmes as happened in the first year of implementation of the current MFF. Some Members also consider it
necessary to request the Commission to prepare a contingency plan for 2021, in case the approval of the new programmes is
delayed by the MFF or the governance negotiations. The Rapporteur also highlighted the significant contribution that CULT
programmes can provide to the Union's goal of tackling global challenges, such as climate change.
Procedure file
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Presentation of the project 'Erasmus for Associations' by the Anna Lindh Foundation
The Anna Lindh Foundation (ALF) is an international organisation working from the Mediterranean to promote intercultural and
civil society dialogue in the face of growing mistrust and polarisation. It is a network of 42 civil society organisations, with the
MedForum 2020 as the main regional networking space for consultation and identification of priorities regarding the promotion
of intercultural dialogue. The ALF focuses its intercultural action around three main pillars: Empowering young voices;
Influencing policymakers; Building a movement for dialogue and exchange in the face of growing mistrust and polarisation
amongst societies.
The Foundation is now asking for support for their project 'Erasmus for Associations', with the objectives of:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Promoting work or study experiences on both sides of the Mediterranean.
Fostering mutual knowledge (religious and cultural).
Involving higher education institutions on both shores.
Involving cultural institutions as possible places for internships and stays.
Reaching young people on both shores, without forgetting ethnic and religious minorities and gender equality.

Members welcomed the presentation and expressed their support for the project. However, a change in the name was
suggested to avoid confusion with the EU mobility programme.

The next committee meeting: 16-17 March 2020
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