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Brussels, 2 April 2020 - “We were alarmed to hear that Mr Siarhei Satsuk, a prominent 

investigative journalist and editor-in-chief of the Yezhednevnik online publication, has been 

arrested on 22 March and is facing criminal prosecution on dubious bribery charges -an 

offence punishable by a prison term in the range of three to ten years under the Criminal 

Code of Belarus. Officers of the State Control Committee's Department for Financial 

Investigations have also searched the office of Yezhednevnik, questioned its staff and seized 

documents. 

 

For years, Mr Satsuk has been resolutely engaged in investigative journalism, despite the 

unfavourable conditions for independent media that still prevail in Belarus. Last year, he 

unveiled a corruption scheme involving high-level health system officials -a number of whom 

were indeed subsequently convicted. We believe that it makes today's accusations, levelled 

at Mr Satsuk in direct link with this very investigation, all the more absurd. 

  

Mr Satsuk had received threats repeatedly and, strikingly enough, his arrest occurred after he 

publicly criticised the authorities' light-handed approach to the containment of the COVID-19 

epidemic in Belarus.  

 

At a moment of global health emergency, media have a crucial role to play by reporting on 

the pandemic and providing accurate information to the public. 

 

This latest development is all the more unfortunate as it could lead to the further intimidation 

or self-censorship of independent journalists who work on socially important issues, such as 

corruption or public health. 

 

For all these reasons, we call on the unconditional and immediate release of Mr Satsuk and 

drop of all criminal charges brought up against him, and urge the Belarusian authorities to 



comply with the relevant legislation and international obligations of the Republic of Belarus 

when it comes to freedom of expression and media freedom.” 

 

 

 

For further information contact: 

Office of Mr Robert BIEDROŃ, tel. +32 2 284 51 41, e-mail: robert.biedron-

office@ep.europa.eu 

Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, tel. +32 2 284 26 43, e-mail: DBY@ep.europa.eu 
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