Newsletter
Committee meetings 2 and 22 June 2020
Exchange of views on the Commission's revised MFF proposals
On 28 May 2020, the European Commission tabled a revised proposal for the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework,
which included unprecedented funding of 750 billion EUR through a post-COVID-19 recovery package and simultaneously cuts
to the education, culture and youth programmes compared to its May 2018 proposal.

Members from across the political spectrum spoke out
against what they branded ‘unacceptable’ proposals, which
represented across-the-board cuts to Erasmus+, Creative
Europe and the European Solidarity Corps on the back of a
crisis that has hit the education, cultural and creative, media
and sport sectors especially hard. They also lambasted the
Commission for misrepresenting the revised budget by
referring to ‘increases’ when there were clearly cuts
compared to the 2018 proposal and claiming that Brexit had
necessitated a change when the UK’s departure was already
baked into the 2018 proposal.
Speakers all highlighted backsliding from Commission
President Ursula Von der Leyen who explicitly pledged to
back the Parliament’s call to triple the Erasmus+ budget
when she was elected in July 2019. They equally pointed out
that, in February 2020, Commissioner Gabriel had described
the Michel compromise proposal as ‘unacceptable’ and
lacking in credibility, whereas the Commission’s revised
proposal is based on the very same Michel proposal.
Several referred to the irony of the term ‘Next Generation
EU’ when programmes focused on young people are being
slashed.

But it also made clear that, with anything like this budget for
the next MFF, the impact on the programmes would be
severe, necessitating tough choices about priorities. On the
Solidarity Corps, for example, the focus will be on the core
volunteering strand, if necessary at the expense of the
traineeships and jobs strand. On Erasmus+, as stated in
Parliament’s first reading position, the Parliament will
prioritise expanding core activities and making the
programme more inclusive, if necessary at the expense of
the new flagship initiatives.
On the question of the other recovery package instruments,
such as InvestEU or the Structural Funds, the CULT
Members emphasised that past support has often failed to
reach in particular the cultural and creative sector. They
stressed that the sector comprises primarily small
businesses and individual artists who need targeted, sectorspecific support and hands-on help and advice.
The Council is yet to adopt its position on the Multiannual
Financial Framework, after which Parliament’s consent is
required before it can pass into law. Negotiations on the
three CULT programmes will then focus on what can be
funded with the budget available.

The CULT Committee made clear - across the political
spectrum - that it will fight hard in the upcoming negotiations
to achieve a budget in line with the ambitions of the three
programmes.
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Achieving an effective policy legacy for the European Year of
Cultural Heritage
INI report - Rapporteur: Dace MELBÃRDE (ECR)
The 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage was one of the CULT Committtee’s key
achievements during the eighth legislative term. Parliament drove the agenda, actively and
successfully pushing the Commission to present a legislative proposal, which the EP considerably
improved by introducing a few crucial amendments, for instance guaranteeing the implementation
of the EYCH in a participatory way. An unparalleled series of initiatives and events was organised
across Europe to get people closer to, and more involved in, their cultural heritage, and to
encourage the sharing and appreciation of Europe's rich heritage.
The Rapporteur presented her three-fold approach to the topic:
• Education and skills;

• Digital cultural heritage;

• Economic potential and sustainability

The Rapporteur stressed that cultural heritage should be seen as an overall priority for national development and its
relationship with social values, economic activity and local development made clear.
During the debate, speakers welcomed the comprehensive report and all agreed with the need for a common approach within
the Commissions through improved cooperation between the different policy areas dealing with culture heritage.
Moreover, the Rapporteur and Shadows agreed that culture has been heavily impacted during the COVID-19 crisis, stressing
the urgent need for funding recovery measures for the sector. They recalled that, in Europe, revenues generated by cultural
tourism are very significant. Members vehemently criticised the cuts to culture in the revised MFF, particularly when there is
increasing evidence of the role of culture in promoting creativity, innovation and sustainability.
All speakers agreed that it is important to ensure that the European Year of Cultural Heritage leaves a policy imprint beyond
2018.
The vote on the report is scheduled for October 2020. Procedural file.

Effective measures to “green” Erasmus+, Creative
Europe and the European Solidarity Corps
INI report - Rapporteur: Laurence FARRENG (Renew)
After the disruptions of recent months, the exchange of views allowed the Rapporteur to present
her draft report and the Shadows to set out the rationale for their amendments. The Rapporteur
explained that the report seeks to underscore the role of the education, culture and youth
programmes in delivering on the broader aims of the European Green Deal, notably with respect to
promoting social change and active citizenship. The report charts a series of specific ideas and
initiatives that can boost the programmes’ contribution to the Green Deal agenda and help drive
down their environmental impact.
Ms Farreng underlined the need to balance efforts to ‘green’ the programmes with the need to retain their core features. As
such, she underscored that, while virtual learning and exchange offer an important and growing complement to physical
mobility (and indeed have enabled the programmes to continue during the COVID-19 pandemic), physical mobility offers
unique benefits, in terms of intercultural learning and life experiences, that cannot be replicated in a virtual environment.
Mobility must therefore remain at the core of the programmes. Secondly, creative and artistic freedom is an inalienable pillar of
the programmes. The three programmes must remain participant-driven and bottom-up.
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The Rapporteur proposes a number of specific measures to encourage greener transport use for mobility, to better measure
environmental contribution and impact, to tap into programme networks to promote more environmentally friendly practices, to
use the structures in the programmes to support the acquisition of relevant skills and to develop and share creative solutions to
combat climate change.
In the debate, Shadows were unanimous in supporting the basic premise of the report - that the programmes can and do
contribute to the broader societal aims of the Green Deal and that measures to make them ‘greener’ must ensure that their
essence is safeguarded. Shadows referred, for example, to the need to help the often-small participating organisations to make
the transition, and to make greater use of digital technologies to support the transition, but to tackle simultaneously the
underlying issues causing the digital divide. Shadows repeatedly highlighted that serious efforts to make the programmes more
environmentally friendly require money and that, especially in the context of the latest Commission MFF proposal, that money
will be difficult to find in the programmes themselves, once again demonstrating the need for workable and effective synergies
with other funding programmes.
For its part, the Commission welcomed the draft report and the amendments and reassured the Committee that it was working
on the same basis and with many of the same principles firmly in mind.
The vote on the report is scheduled for 13 July 2020. Procedural file.

Votes on opinions
European Institute of Innovation and Technology (recast) (Rapporteur: Christian EHLER (EPP) and Strategic
Innovation Agenda of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) 2021-2027: Boosting the Innovation
Talent and Capacity of Europe (Rapporteur: Vlad-Marius BOTOS (Renew)
The Members adopted the EIT recast and SIA opinions, which focus particularly on providing greater legal clarity and certainty
to both EC proposals. The main points of the final opinions are:
(i) securing the funding of the EIT with a budget of 4% of the overall budget of Horizon Europe,
(ii) ensuring the launch of a new KIC in the cultural and creative fields, as a main priority of the EIT for the period 2021-2027,
(iii) clarifying the overall proposals notably as regards the general and specific objectives and synergies with other programmes.
CULT will continue to follow these files closely, as an associated committee to ITRE, the lead committee, which decided on 16
June 2020 to enter into inter-institutional negotiations.
Procedural file (EIT recast)
Procedural file (SIA)
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Implementation of National Roma Integration Strategies: Combating negative attitudes towards people with Romani
background in Europe (Rapporteur: Peter POLLÁK (EPP)
The only vote that took place on 22 June saw the Committee adopt the opinion, as amended, by a large majority (25 in favour,
3 against, 2 abstentions).
The opinion notes that, in some Member States, only limited progress has been achieved over recent years in the education of
Roma children due to, in particular, the lack of political will. It recalls that Roma pupils should be provided with equal
opportunities and educated in mainstream, high-quality and inclusive education settings at all levels and regrets that, in some
Member States, the practice of segregating Roma pupils in special schools or classes remains widespread. It stresses,
therefore, the need for anti-discrimination training for educational staff to eliminate anti-gypsyism in education. Finally, it urges
Member States to develop programmes to support the inclusion of Roma parents in their children's educational and personal
development and asks for special support - in health integrity, school-food supply, clothing supply - for Romani families facing
economic, social, medical or housing difficulties.
The vote in the main committee, LIBE, will take place in July. Procedural file.

The next committee meeting: 6 July 2020 (tbc)
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