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SELECTED NEWS
Exchange of views with Commissioner Breton and the German
Presidency
At the meeting of 28 September, IMCO Members will exchange v iews with Thierry Breton,
Commissioner for the Internal Mark et, on the Member States’ response to the COVID -19 crisis.
The discussion is planned to focus on the lack of coordination of measures, imposing
restrictions to the free mov ement of serv ices and goods, adopted by Member States’ as a
response to the COVID-19 crisis in the last six months, leading to a lack of legal certainty and
predictability for consumers and businesses, and ultimately to a fragmentation of the Single
Mark et. The exchange of v iews will also allow Members to ask questions on new policies, initiativ es and tools to be dev eloped by the
Commission to av oid crisis situations and lack of coordinated action in the future and to ensure that measures introducing restrictions to
free mov ement of persons, serv ices and goods are coordinated at EU lev el and tak en in a harmonised way , on the basis of cooperation
between Member States. IMCO Members will also exchange v iews with the State Secretary Dörr -Voß representing the German Presidency
on the different response measures, adopted by Member States depending on their domestic epidemiological situation and on other
factors, including economic considerations.

Follow-up exchange and state-of-play with the Commission on the
three Communications on the Digital strategy for Europe, AI, and
Data
During the last meeting of 3 September 2020, IMCO had an Exchange of Views (EoV) with
the Commission as a follow up and state-of-play on the three Communications on the Digital
strategy , AI, and Data, which were presented by Commissioner Breton in the joint IMCO -ITRE
committee meeting in February 2020. The purpose of the EoV was to clarify the intentions of the Commission in relation to its future
work and to facilitate the preparation of EP’s own-initiativ e reports and opinions link ed to these Communications. On Digital and AI, the
Commission underlined the importance of the relation between green transition and digitalisation, especially in the light of the current
health crisis. As for for AI, the Commission focused on the importance of creating an “ecosy stem of trust”, and on whether this would
call for new or rev ised legislation. In the Q&A with MEPs, the Commission further underlined the importance of ensuring funda mental
rights and priv acy as well as stimulating rather than ov er-regulating. For the part of the EoV on Data, the Commission highlighted how
a common European data space (or ev en spaces), creating a single mark et for data, can contribute to tack le societal challenge s such as
climate change, health, mobility etc., and how personal and non-personal data can be a source of innov ation for new products and
serv ices. During the Q&A, the Commission made it clear that European v alues, such as fundamental rights and priv acy standards had to
be at the v ery core. Moreover, the Commission highlighted the discussion on data-ownership and that this ought to be tack led in the
future.

Digital Services Act: Improving the functioning of the Single Market
IMCO will v ote on 28 September on the draft report entitled “Digital Serv ices Act: Improving
the functioning of the Single Mark et” which calls on the Commission to put forward a p roposal
for a Digital Serv ices Act following a set of recommendations on transparency and consumer
protection, artificial intelligence, the need to tack le the spread of illegal content online, ex ante
regulation of sy stemic platforms and the improv ement of the current enforcement and
superv ision sy stems. The v ote in plenary is expected to tak e place in October 2020.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Alex Agius Saliba (S&D)

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
(28 S E P TE M BE R 2020)
Watch the com m ittee m eeting live

A new strategy for European SMEs

Addressing product safety in the Single Market

At its meeting of 2
September,
IMCO
considered
81
amendments tabled
to the draft opinion on
“A new strategy for
European SMEs”. The
Rapporteur for the
opinion, Ms Liesj e
Schreinemacher
(Renew), underlined
the need to increase the support to SMEs considering their relev ance for
the European economy . Furthermore, the administrativ e burdens should
be reduced and SMEs should be helped to tak e adv antage of the digital
dev elopments. Simplification of public procurement and enforcement of
the prov isions of the Late Pay ment Directiv e (Directiv e 2011/7/EU) were
also stressed as priorities, together with the importance of k eeping the
borders open under the crisis situation to allow SMEs to maintain their
business. The political groups broadly shared the priorities of the
Rapporteur, showing a constructiv e approach and stressing that SMEs
must be considered at the core of the EU actions for economic recovery.
The v ote of the Opinion in the IMCO Committee is planned on 28
September.

On 28 September, the
IMCO Committee will
consider the compromise
amendments to Ms.
Marion
Walsmann’s
(EPP) draft report on
“Addressing
product
safety in the single
mark et”. The set of draft
compromise
amendments discussed
so far look s at improv ing the safety for all products, including those
offered online and manufactured in third countries, and ensuring
the compliance to the EU rules of products entering and circulating
in the internal mark et. A common understanding is also sought on
the need to tak e into account the digital challenges, in particular AI,
IoT and robotics, also through standardisation, while k eeping a
balanced and risk -based approach to product safety . An effectiv e
mark et surv eillance should also be ensured, increasing the
resources av ailable to mark et surv eillance authorities and improv ing
their cooperation. The importance of the information to consumers
is underlined, including with regard to the recalls of products that
should be swiftly and effectiv ely performed.

DRAFTSPERSON:

DRAFTSPERSON:

Liesje Schreinemacher (Renew)

Construction Products Regulation
On 28 September, the IMCO Committee will consider the draft report of
Mr Christian Doleschal (EPP) on the implementation of Construction
Products Regulation (the CPR). The draft report tak es stock of the
status of the implementation of the CPR in the Member States and of its
performance in mak ing the internal mark et work properly for
construction products in the EU. It also addresses a number of issues
that, in the opinion of the Rapporteur, need further improv ement, such
as dev elopment of harmonised standards, optimisation of the CE
mark ing and the Declaration of Performance, strengthening of mark et
surv eillance, guidance in case of ov erlap of specific product legislation
with the CPR, and the use of digital tools. The deadline for tabling
amendments is 6 October, noon.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Christian Doleschal (EPP)

Marion Walsmann (S&D)

Strengthening the Single Market: the future of
free movement of services
On 8 June, Mr Morten Løk k egaard (Renew) presented in IMCO his
report on the future of free mov ement of serv ices in which he
highlighted the role of the serv ices sector for the EU economy,
especially during the current crisis. Mr Løk k egaard underlined the
need to ensure implementation of the single mark et rules for
serv ices and to improv e the enforcement action of the European
Commission. 288 amendments were submitted to the report
reflecting the v iews of the political groups on this issue. Some
Members opted for further liberalisation of serv ices, while others
underlined the importance of work ers’ rights and circular green
economy . The rapporteur together with the shadow rapporteurs is
work ing on compromise amendments, aiming at finding a common
ground for these issues.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Morten Løk k egaard (Renew)

Towards a more sustainable single market for business and
consumers
On 28 September, IMCO will hold a debate for the consideration of amendments and
compromise amendments on the draft report "Towards a more sustainable single mark et",
which focuses on how to mak e the single mark et more sustainable and empower mark et
participants to adopt more sustainable consumption practices. 355 amendments hav e been
tabled to the draft report. The Rapporteur, Mr Dav id Cormand (Greens/EFA), has proposed
a series of draft compromises on all the aspects cov ered in the draft report, such as tack ling
premature obsolescence, strengthening consumer rights, improv ing the reparability and
reuse of products, adopting a digital strategy which tak es sustainability into account,
strengthening green public procurement and tack ling misleading green claims. IMCO will v ote on the draft report on 26 October .
DRAFTSPERSON:

DAVID C ORMAND (G REENS/EFA)
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LAST COMMITTEE MEETING
(2 - 3 S E P TE M BE R 2020)
General budget of the European Union for the
financial year 2021 - all sections
On 2 September, IMCO adopted
the budgetary amendments to
the EU 2021 budget. All 8
amendments, cov ering budget
lines for which IMCO is
responsible, were v oted in
fav our. The Committee v oted for
the restoration of the draft
budget and supported the Pilot
Projects
and
Preparatory
Actions, which it endorsed in March. The Committee adopted also the
Miller opinion to BUDG on the 2021 EU budget by a large majority : 39
v otes in fav our, 4 against and 1 abstention. All 5 compromise
amendments were adopted. The v ote in BUDG is scheduled for end of
October.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Artificial intelligence in criminal law and its use by
the police and judicial authorities in criminal
matte
On 2 September, IMCO
adopted the draft opinion on
“Artificial intelligence in
criminal law and its use by
the police and judicial
authorities
in
criminal
matters”, Rapporteur for the
opinion Mr Marcel Kolaja
(Greens/EFA) with a large
majority , with 40 v otes in
fav our, 4 against and no abstentions. The lead Committee LIBE will
v ote on the final report on 28 September 2020.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Marcel Kolaja (Greens/EFA)

MILLER LESZEK (S&D)

New Circular Economy Action Plan
On 2 September, Ms Anna Cav azzini (Greens/EFA) presented her draft opinion on the ENVI own-initiative
report on the “New Circular Economy Action Plan”. The Rapporteur for opinion underlined the importan ce of
the Commission’s Action Plan published in March for achiev ing the goals set in the European Green Deal and
highlighted certain k ey IMCO policy areas which could be strengthened with the Parliament’s report, such
as lay ing down a horizontal sustainable products framework , fostering reparability of products, consumer
information and transparency , as well as green public procurement.
DRAFTSPERSON:

Ms Anna Cav azzini (Greens/EFA)

EV ENTS
Due to the ongoing safety measures in place in response to the COVID-19 crisis, no IMCO missions, public hearings, or other ev ents have
tak en place in Committee since the last IMCO newsletter edition (April 2020).
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Next IMCO Committee meetings: Monday , 28 September, 10.00 - 12.00 and 13.45 - 15.45, Monday 26 O ctober 2020, 13.45 – 15.45 and
16.45 – 18.45 and Tuesday 27 October 2020, 9.00 – 11.00 and 11.30 – 12.30
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