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German Presidency Priorities
The key event of the CULT meeting of 1 September was the presentation of the priorities of the
German Presidency by:
- Monika Grütters, Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Media;
- Michelle Müntefering, Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office;
- Stephan Mayer, Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal Minister of the Interior, Building and Community;
- Anja Karliczek, Federal Minister of Education and Research;
- Franziska Giffey, Federal Minister for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth.
Five Ministers from the German government connected remotely to the meeting to present the priorities of the German
Presidency in the fields of culture, education, media, sports and youth. The Ministers emphasised first and foremost that
managing the consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic for the respective sectors would be a key priority for the EU in the
coming months. Culture and Media Minister Ms Monika Grütters expressed backed the idea of “earmarking” EU recovery funds
in order “to make it possible for 1-2% of EU expenditure to flow into culture and media measures”. As she put it, Culture is not
a luxury that we can only afford when times are good. Art and culture are essential when it comes to tackling societal problems,
fostering innovation and reflection, broadening empathy, creating space for debate.
Minister Anja Karliczek outlined that Erasmus+ has been a tremendous success and "has the potential to reach every EU
citizen" in the future. She presented the three German Presidency priorities: 1) more, and more accessible, digital education; 2)
Vocational Education and Training as a viable alternative to classic academic education and 3) strengthening EU universities.
On media pluralism, it was underlined that only diverse, reliable and free journalism can strengthen the media, which has been
hit especially hard by the Covid-19 crisis. Both the Presidency and CULT Members stressed the need for horizontal EU-wide
support for media and journalism.
In the field of sports, Stephan Mayer underlined that the Presidency will work towards a genuine EU Sports Plan, to be
presented in December 2020. He said that the Sports Plan would focus on strengthening values, bringing people from various
backgrounds together, improving socio-economic aspects, in particular in the Covid-19 context, and fostering a healthier
lifestyle.
On youth policy, Minister Franziska Giffey underlined that young people had suffered greatly during the crisis and stressed that
the Presidency would work to engage, connect and empower them going forward. In this regard, the Presidency will present a
renewed cycle of the "EU youth dialogue" and will work for a stronger European Solidarity Corps programme, allowing young
people to improve their life skills and competences.
While there was general support for the broad aims of the German Presidency work programme, the Chair and CULT
Members from almost all political groups made very clear that the MFF deal in the European Council is far from satisfactory for
Erasmus+, Creative Europe and the Solidarity Corps. They stressed that, without a significant budgetary increase, the three
new initiatives (European Universities, Centres of Vocational Excellence and DiscoverEU) will have to be removed from the
Erasmus+ programme. Furthermore, Members insisted once more on a solution for the governance of the programmes. On
this point, the Presidency showed some understanding for the CULT position and promised to explore compromise options.
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Votes on a report and opinions
Intellectual property rights for the
development of artificial
intelligence technologies
Vote on draft opinion (Rapporteur: Sabine VERHEYEN,
EPP)
The final opinion to the JURI report, backed by 28 votes in
favour, 1 against and 1 abstention, stresses that the Union
should play an essential role in laying down basic principles
on the development and use of AI. It highlights in particular
the need to address copyright issues related to AI-generated
cultural and creative works. It also expresses concern about
the potential vacuum left between IPR and the development
of AI, which could make cultural and creative sectors and
education vulnerable to AI-generated copyright-protected
works.

Establishing the InvestEU Programme
Vote on draft opinon (Rapporteur: Sabine
VERHEYEN, EPP)
The final legislative opinion in the form of amendments was
backed by a large majority and responds to the revised
Commission proposal for an InvestEU programme, recently
adapted to respond to the current pandemic and its
consequences. The opinion stresses the need to support
strategically important infrastructure in the cultural and creative
sectors, to provide greater financial assistance to projects
aimed at boosting the internationalisation and global
competitiveness of European audiovisual content.
Procedure file

Procedure file

Framework of ethical aspects of
artificial intelligence, robotics and
related technologies
Vote on draft opinion (Rapporteur: Lukasz KOHUT, S&D)
The final opinion to the JURI report, backed by 28 votes in
favour, 0 against and 2 abstentions, stresses that the use of
AI in the cultural and creative sectors and education raises
many of ethical issues that the Union needs to address
through up an ethical framework anchored in European
values and fundamental rights. It calls for an AI strategy at
Union level to help transform education systems, whilst
ensuring that teachers and pupils acquire the necessary
skills and competences. It also emphasises the importance
of transparency and accountability of video-sharing platform
algorithms to ensure access to culturally and linguistically
diverse content.
Procedure file

Other opinions
A draft opinion on the New EU Africa Strategy (2019/2169
(INI), (Rapporteur: Christine Anderson, ID) was put to the
vote. All the 13 AMs tabled were rejected.
CULT committee members also rejected the draft opinion on
A new EU-Africa Strategy - a partnership for sustainable and
inclusive development (2020/2041(INI)), presented by
Gilbert Collard (ID), through a final vote of 23 against, 3 in
favour and 4 abstentions.
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Strengthening Media Freedom: the
Protection of Journalists in Europe,
Hate Speech, Disinformation and the
Role of Platforms
Vote on draft opinion (Rapporteur: Diana Riba i Giner,
Verts/ALE)
The CULT Committee adopted (by a majority of 25 votes in
favour, 3 against and 2 abstentions), an opinion to the LIBE
report on “Strengthening Media Freedom”. .
The opinion stresses the need to strengthen citizens’ media
and information literacy, to enable them to identify trustworthy
news sources, critically assess media content and tell opinion
from fact. Therefore, it calls for a common strategy for
education and training programmes to reflect this and include
media literacy as an important element. The second prominent
point in the opinion is the need to ensure a free, diverse and
pluralistic media as the backbone of democracy. This requires
transparency regarding media ownership. The opinion also
expresses concerns regarding media pluralism and freedom of
expression in some Member States.
In order to tackle the spread of disinformation and
misinformation, the opinion recommends a strategy that fosters
citizens’ access to trustworthy information sources and
strengthens independent media and quality journalism. With
regard to the latter, the opinion proposes a number of
measures to enhance journalists’ education and working
conditions, including measures to protect the personal safety of
investigative journalists.
Procedure file
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General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2021 - all sections
Vote on budgetary amendments and consideration of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Romeo Franz, Greens
/EFA)
The budgetary amendments adopted by the CULT Committee triple the financial envelope for Erasmus+ and double the
budget of Creative Europe in 2021 in line with the Parliament’s position on the MFF. The amendments on the Erasmus+
budget lines also encompass a splitting of the lines to enhance parliamentary scrutiny of the way in which programme funds
are being spent. The budgetary amendments also include a series of pilot projects and preparatory actions.
The Rapporteur for the 2021 budget, Mr Franz, also presented his draft opinion for the Parliament resolution on next year’s
budget. Once again, there was consistent opposition across political groups to the budget based on the European Council MFF
agreement in July.

The future of European education in the context of Covid-19
Motion for resolution and oral questions to the Commission and to the Council (Rapporteur: Sabine
VERHEYEN, EPP)
Against the backdrop of unprecedented upheaval in education and training over the past six months, on 22
September the CULT Committee adopted a motion for resolution setting out its priorities for the future direction of EU
education and training policies. The aim is to take the resolution to plenary in the first October session.
The motion for resolution underscores that the pandemic has shown both creativity and ingenuity among staff, learners,
parents and NGOs, but, at the same time, exposed deeply worrying gaps in terms of access to and quality of education,
exacerbating existing socioeconomic inequalities. As the Committee stresses, the current digital divide is leaving behind those
who are already at a disadvantage. The motion for resolution calls for further efforts to support the acquisition of digital skills,
enhance digital literacy and put in place the necessary digital infrastructure and equipment to make digital education a reality
for all. At the same time, the Committee spells out that the limits of digital-only learning have been laid bare by the pandemic
and that a return to in-person teaching is essential, even if, looking forward, in-person teaching can be much more effectively
complemented by smart and innovative use of technology.'
Looking forward to the upcoming education package, slated for 30 September, the CULT Committee sets out its vision for
ambitious, joined-up European Union education and training policies and for the funding to deliver them, especially through the
Erasmus+ programme. It calls for concrete measures to deliver on the vision for a European Education Area across education
and training sectors and a Digital Education Action Plan that evolves from a collection of small-scale actions to a fully-fledged
digital skills and education strategy. It concludes that inclusion and equal opportunities must be front and centre in future EU
education and training policies.

European Heritage Label
Exchange of views with the Commission
The first speaker, Mr Anton Rombouts, an expert designated by the EP to sit on the European Heritage Label Panel, started on
a very emotional note raising the issue of lack of commitment to the label and adequate financing to boost its impact and
visibility. In the discussion, Members agreed that there was room for improvement, that the label was not known by the wider
public and that dedicated financing was needed. Subsequently, Mr Tamas Szucs, Director for Culture and Creativity in DG
EAC, presented the findings of the evaluation of the label, confirming what had been said before and proposed to present to
the Committee the results of the Commission’s monitoring of Heritage Label sites in the near future.
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European Universities’ and ‘Centres of Vocational Excellence’
Exchange of views with with the Commission
After the July 2020 European Skills Agenda set out specific spending and policy targets for the ‘European Universities’ and
‘Centres of Vocational Excellence’, the European Commission was invited to appear before the CULT Committee to explain
why it had made such explicit statements about two initiatives that are being piloted, but have not even been discussed by the
co-legislators within the Erasmus+ trilogue negotiations. As the CULT Chair pointed out, Erasmus+ funding for the pilot actions
already totals 120 million EUR for European Universities and 28 million EUR for VET Centres in 2020, despite never having
been signed off by the Parliament and not being provided for in the Regulation. Furthermore, future plans to fund them under
Erasmus+ have been dealt a serious blow by the Commission’s lowering of the Erasmus+ budget and the European Council
agreement to lower it still further.
Against this backdrop, Sophia Eriksson-Waterschoot, Director for Education and Youth in the European Commission, set out
more detail on the pilot initiatives, pointing out that some 41 European University alliances are now underway and that several
Centres of Vocational Excellence are taking shape. She argued that more developed alliances would have enabled institutions
to deal more effectively with the Covid-19 crisis and that they will evolve in line with broader policy agendas, notably efforts to
support inclusion. Despite the lower Erasmus+ budget, Ms Eriksson-Waterschoot underlined that the overall Erasmus+ was
still significantly higher than the 2014-2020 budget (even if 20% below the Commission’s 2018 proposal and 50% below the EP
position) and could easily deliver on the wider goals of boosting participation (the target of tripling participants has quietly been
dropped in favour of a doubling), enhancing inclusion, delivering a greener programme and driving digitalisation - and, at the
same time, supporting the new flagship initiatives.
In the subsequent debate, Members were unanimous in questioning the credibility of the Commission’s assertions and
wondering on which basis the Commission had calculated its 2018 proposal if a figure 20% lower was perfectly adequate.
There were calls for a robust assessment of the pilot actions and a clear concept for their future development, questions over
the recognition of ‘European diplomas’, calls for clarity on how the Universities would be inclusive (e.g. with respect to tuition
fees) and questions about building more virtual cooperation.
The issue will be taken up in negotiations on the future Erasmus+ programme where the reduced budget and the scope will be
central issues.

European Day of Languages
Exchange of views with ALTE (Association of Language Testers in Europe) and the Council of Europe
Three experts were invited to this exchange of views to mark the European Day of Languages. Mr Nick Saville and Mr Graham
Seed, representing the Association of language Testers in Europe, spoke about the comparability of language testing in
Europe, which needs to be improved by introducing more standardised tests. They also underlined that multilingualism should
be a goal within education. In the subsequent discussion, Members raised the issue of artificial intelligence in language
learning, multilingualism as a condition to ensure cultural diversity and the need to improve language skills within the EU.
The second part of the exchange was dedicated to the European Charter for Minority and Regional Languages. Professor
Vesna Crni-Groti underlined the fragile situation of minority languages and that the Charter is the only legal instrument to
protect them, expressing regret that there was no increase in the number of States ratifying the Charter. Referring to the Covid19 crisis, Mrs Crni-Groti also pointed to the lack of communication about the disease in minority and regional languages and
warned of the possible negative impact on education in minority languages, as online classes were offered only in official
languages.
In the discussion that followed, Members focused on specific examples, such as the use of Catalan in court trials, Greek and
Turkish in the education systems in Cyprus, and non-recognition of Silesian as a minority language. They all agreed on the
need to support minority language speakers.
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Policy Department Research

xxx
Recently finished projects
Concomitant expertise for INI reports:
INI report on Effective measures to ‘green’ Erasmus+,
Creative Europe and European Solidarity Corps
programmes:
Introductory briefing on Effective measures to ‘green’
Erasmus+, Creative Europe and European Solidarity
Corps programmes;
Briefing on Virtual formats versus physical mobility.
INI report on Artificial intelligence in education, culture and
the audiovisual sector:
Introductory briefing on The use of artificial intelligence
in the cultural and creative sectors;
In-depth analysis on The use of artificial intelligence in
the audiovisual sector;
Introductory briefing on The use of artificial intelligence
in education.

Selection of forthcoming projects
In-depth analysis:

Towards a European Education – Critical Perspectives on
Challenges Ahead (expected November 2020)
Making the European Education Area a reality: challenges
and policy options (expected January 2021)

INI report on Shaping Digital Education policy:
In-depth analysis on Shaping Digital Education policy

Studies:
Culture and creative sectors in the European Union – Key
future developments, challenges and opportunities Culture
and creative sectors (CCS) are confronted with an everchanging environment which challenges practices, business
models and market balances. This study highlights the key
trends that are likely to impact the future development of the
CCS in their operational context in the European Union by
2030.
Education and youth in the European Union – Current
challenges and future prospects This study examines
possible scenarios (both aspirational and disruptive) for
future developments for the education and youth sectors. It
also identifies and assesses the policy implications of these
scenarios. Ultimately, the study informs EU policy-makers,
in particular MEPs, on policy options and their implications
for the education and youth sectors in the EU, and seeks to
help them prepare for the scenarios identified (both in terms
of facing challenges and embracing opportunities).

Studies:

EU sports policy: assessment and possible ways forward
(expected December 2020)
Education and Youth in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis
effects and policy recommendations (expected February
2021)
Cultural and Creative Sectors in post-COVID-19 Europe –
Crisis effects and policy recommendations (expected
February 2021)

Useful links and contacts:
Research for CULT Committee (blog)
Supporting analysis for CULT Committee
https://twitter.com/PolicyCULT
poldep-cohesion@europarl.europa.eu
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Structured dialogue with Vice-Commissioner
Schinas
Vice-President Schinas appeared before the CULT Committee for the first time since
his hearing as then Commissioner-designate in September 2019 to set out the
upcoming education package that the Commission intends to publish on 30
September. The package has two central strands – an updated Communication on the
European Education Area and a revamped Digital Education Action Plan (DEAP).
Mr Schinas began by underlining the central social, economic and democratic role that education plays, arguing that learning
without barriers must become a reality for all. He emphasised that the Covid-19 pandemic had been a stark reminder of the
challenges that EU Member States share and argued that the lessons from the past six months were also of paramount
importance in adapting to the profound changes needed to drive the digital and green transitions. He pointed, in particular, to
the worrying realisation that lockdown measures had highlighted, and indeed exacerbated, existing inequalities and that
education policy must ensure that existing differences do not lead to lifelong disadvantage. Mr Schinas argued that a new plan
for a European Education Area and a Digital Education Action Plan were key planks in the recovery and return-to-growth
strategy.
With respect to the European Education Area, he identified the need for clarity in terms of means and milestones, stressing
that it would never be a 'one-shot' endeavour, but the gradual creation of a broader ecosystem in which national priorities and
reform efforts are reinforced through EU support. He also made clear that the new DEAP would be more ambitious and more
comprehensive than before, building on the lessons from the pandemic and future-proofing education for the digital transition.
The DEAP will focus in particular on fostering a high-performing digital education ecosystem with tools and platforms in place
and on enhancing digital skills and literacy across the board.
In the subsequent debate, there was praise for the Commission's over-arching ambitions, but criticism over the lack of
budgetary ambition shown with respect to education in the recovery plan and especially with respect to the Erasmus+
programme. Some Members also questioned whether the Commission's commitment to driving education policy forward was
felt throughout the Commission, evoking in particular the scant mention it had received in the State of the Union address. Other
Members recalled the Parliament's call for 2% of the recovery plan to be earmarked for the cultural and creative sector, as
articulated in last week's resolution, and pointed to the dire situation facing the sector. The Anti-Racism Action Plan, freedom of
expression, 'cancel culture' and children's rights were also raised in a wide-ranging debate spanning the Vice-President's
portfolio. The education package is slated for publication on 30 September. The CULT Committee is already drawing up a
report on 'Shaping Digital Education Policy'.

xxx
Artificial intelligence in education, culture and the audiovisual sector
Consideration of draft report (Rapporteur: Sabine VERHEYEN, EPP)
The Committee discussed an important own-initiative report on Artificial Intelligence (AI) in education, culture
and the audio-visual sector, to which four Committees (IMCO, FEMM, JURI and LIBE) will provide an opinion. In
her draft report, the Rapporteur highlights the enormous potential of AI, and the impact it will have on our society in various
respects, whilst also recognising certain concerns associated with its use. When presenting her draft report, the Rapporteur
focussed on four specific sectors.
Firstly, she highlighted some potential impacts of AI on education, stressing that AI will accelerate the transformation of
educational practices, institutions and policies, notably by offering personalised learning experiences, tailored to individual
abilities, needs and difficulties. In this respect, the Rapporteur underlined that it will be important to ensure appropriate training
for teachers and citizens so they acquire the necessary digital skills to become familiar with AI. Secondly, the Rapporteur
mentioned the relevance and potential benefits of AI for safeguarding and promoting cultural heritage. AI has been of
increasing relevance to cultural heritage, notably in response to potential modern threats, such as climate change or conflicts.
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Thirdly, the Rapporteur referred to the wide range of opportunities for producing high-quality cultural and creative content, but
pointed out that the centralised distribution and access to such content raises a number of ethical and legal issues, particularly
as regards data protection, freedom of expression and cultural diversity. More specifically, she argued that algorithm-based
personalised recommendations are potentially detrimental to cultural and linguistic diversity, as they are neither transparent nor
auditable, and called for a clear legal framework in that regard. Finally, the Rapporteur underscored that AI-technologies are
increasingly used to disseminate fake news, especially through the use of ‘deepfakes’ and concluded that there is a need to
tackle the misuse of AI, particularly by exploring ways to efficiently detect “deepfakes”.
In the subsequent discussion, Shadows widely welcomed the draft report, echoing many of the points made by the Rapporteur
and stressing a number of additional aspects. Several Shadows called for a clear regulatory framework to ensure that AI is
used in an ethically and legally sound way and in accordance with European values. As far as education is concerned, there
was a broad expectation that the improvement of AI-related digital skills and competences of both teachers and students will
form part of the upcoming Digital Education Action Plan. This should include the promotion of women in the development and
use of AI.

Procedure file

AM deadline: 1 October at 12.00

Committee vote: 2-3 December 2020

Mauris tellus mauris, consequat non tempus ac, iaculis at metus. Aliquam non augue id orci varius accumsan. Pellentesque et
nisi nisi, vel dignissim nisl. Sed molestie, neque ut facilisis viverra, urna urna tempus est, imperdiet ornare libero mi sed eros.
Donec vitae augue ligula, vel accumsan odio. Sed nec turpis ligula, a dapibus lectus. Nulla facilisi. Pellentesque aliquet mauris
vnec viverra lacus id nulla rutrum venenatis.

The next committee meeting: 1 October 2020
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