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Monsignor Najeeb Michaeel, Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq 
 
Najeeb Michaeel is a Chaldean Catholic priest, archivist and scholar. In 2018 he was made 
Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq. Michaeel is well known for his efforts to aid the evacuation of 
Christians, Syrians and Chaldeans when Daesh captured Mosul in 2014. He was of great 
assistance to the displaced people of Mosul and the Nineveh Plain during the Daesh 
persecutions. The archbishop is also famous for saving a trove of ancient manuscripts, including 
documents belonging to the Eastern Church, which form part of the spiritual and cultural 
heritage of humanity. 
 
Najeeb Michaeel was born to a Chaldean family in Mosul, Iraq on 9 September 1955. He 
became an engineer and worked in the oil industry before entering the Dominican Order. He 
carried out his novitiate (apprenticeship) in Lille and Strasbourg and gave his vows in 1981. He 
obtained a postgraduate diploma in practical theology and communication and a master’s 
degree and higher diploma in Catholic theology. Ordained as a priest on 16 May 1987 by the 
Bishop of Oran, Algeria, he returned to Mosul the following year. He became an archivist and 
served for years at Al-Saa Church. In 1990, he founded and directed the Mosul Digital Centre 
for Oriental Manuscripts. He became a member of the Ecumenical Commission of Bishops of 
Nineveh in 2001. He was also a professor of pastoral theology and communication at the 
Chaldean Seminar in Baghdad and later in the Christian quarter of Erbil. 
 
In 2007 thousands of Christians fled Mosul owing to an Islamist insurgency. At that time, 
Michaeel transferred the archives to Qaraqosh, formerly Iraq’s largest Christian city. When 
Daesh arrived in Mosul in August 2014, he helped to evacuate Christians, Syrians and 
Chaldeans to Iraqi Kurdistan. He also salvaged 800 rare manuscripts from the 13th to 19th 
centuries and took them away in his car. In Arbil, the Kurdish capital, together with a team of 
Christian and Muslim experts, he made digital copies of thousands of Chaldean, Syrian, 
Armenian and Nestorian manuscripts. He provided further assistance to Christian refugees in 
the Nineveh Plain. The documents he saved from destruction were later exhibited in France and 
Italy. Among the manuscripts he rescued were texts of Christian and Muslim spirituality written 
in Aramaic, Syriac, Arabic and Armenian. For 30 years, Michaeel helped safeguard thousands 
of documents from the Eastern Church. He worked to preserve this unique heritage despite the 
difficult living conditions which he shared with the refugees. He also lent his assistance to the 
Yazidi community, on which he is a renowned specialist. In 2017, Iraqi forces recaptured 
Mosul. Michaeel returned to the city to attend the first post-Daesh Christmas mass. He found 
his church in ruins, but insisted there was reason for hope: ‘The last word will be one of peace, 
not the sword’, he told AFP. At his ordination as Archbishop of Mosul, Michaeel also told AFP: 
‘Our message to the whole world, and to the people of Mosul, is one of coexistence, love and 
peace among all of Mosul’s different communities and the end of the ideology that Daesh 
brought here’.  
 


