
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
12, 14 and 15 January. 

The turn of the year saw Member States  

starting to vaccinate priority groups  
against COVID-19 and the approval of a 
second coronavirus vaccine, Moderna, for 
use in the EU. On Tuesday 12 January, at 
an extraordinary meeting, we will discuss  

the latest developments with Sandra  
Gallina, Director General for Health and Food Safety in DG SANTE.  

This represents the latest step in ENVI exercising its scrutiny role: quizzing  
Commissioner Kyriakides, the Commission’s services and EU agencies on 
numerous occasions. The Committee has consistently pressed for the 
maximum possible transparency regarding the contracts concluded with 

pharmaceutical companies so as to counter ill-founded rumours and ensure 
effective control of public money. Just before the holiday, I sent a further letter 
to the Commissioner emphasising the need for additional transparency,  
particularly with regard to the legal rules regulating the liability and 
indemnification linked to any adverse effects caused by a vaccine and the 

conditions laid down in the Advance Purchase Agreements with regard to this.  

During this meeting, I will also report back on progress with legislative inter -
institutional negotiations: the EU4Health programme, LIFE, the EU Climate Law 
and the Union Civil Protection Mechanism. The agreements on the EU4Health 
programme and LIFE that Parliament's negotiating teams have reached with 
the Council will be put to the vote on Friday. 

Thursday's meeting will start with a hearing on biodiversity which will focus on 

the current status of biodiversity loss, gather views on the new EU Biodiversity  
Strategy to 2030, and address the link between biodiversity loss and the 
increasing risk of pandemics. In the afternoon, the Committee will consider the 
related draft report on the EU Biodiversity Strategy. This examines five main 
direct drivers of biodiversity loss: changes in land and sea use, direct 

exploitation of organisms, climate change, pollution, and the invasion of  
species from outside of their natural habitat, and considers how these drivers  
can be addressed. 

The Commission will present its proposal for the General Union Environment 
Action Programme to 2030 (the “8th EAP”) which seeks to accelerate the 
Union’s transition to a climate-neutral, resource-efficient clean and circula r 

economy in a just and inclusive way as well as to achieve the environmenta l 
objectives of the United Nations’ Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable  
Development Goals. 

There will be an exchange of views with the European Environment Agency on 
its 2020 Report on Air Quality in the EU. This assesses Europe's air pollutant 
emissions and concentrations as well as the impact on health and the 

environment. It also examines air pollution's possible effect on vulnerability  
and susceptibility to COVID-19 (via previous long-term exposure to air 
pollutants) and what role air pollution may have played in spreading SARSCoV-
2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 

The meeting will conclude with an exchange of view on EU-UK trade relations  
in the light of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement that was reached on 24 

December 2020. It will be important to ensure full implementation of the 
provisions protecting EU citizens and companies manufacturing in the EU from 
climate dumping and non-compliance with our food safety standards by UK 
companies. 

I would like to conclude by wishing you and your families all the best for the 
coming year.  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 11 January 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 Provisional agreement on a new EU4Health Programme (15/01) 

 Provisional agreement on a Programme for the Environment and Climate  
Action (LIFE) (15/01) 

Considerations: 

 EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: Bringing Nature back into our lives 
(14/01) 

Exchange of Views:  

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the issue of vaccines in the EU 
(12/01) 

 Commission Regulation amending Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 
1925/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards 
botanical species containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives (14/01) 

 Presentation by the Commission of the General Union Environment 
Action Programme to 2030 (14/01) 

 Exchange of view with the European Environment Agency (EEA) on the 
"Air Quality in the EU - 2020 Report" (14/01) 

 Conclusion of EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (14/01) 

Public Hearing: 
 “Facing the 6th mass extinction and increasing risk of pandemics: What 

role for the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030?” (14/01) 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

Provisional agreement on a new EU4Health 
Programme 

ENVI will vote on Friday morning on the final 
agreement with the Council on the Regulation 
establishing a new EU4Health Programme. The 
new stand-alone Health programme, repeatedly  
requested by ENVI, aims at significantly stepping  

up the EU’s action in the health sector, with a 
budget of 5.3 billion EUR for the period of 2021-2027. The new programme has 
a clear focus on health promotion and disease prevention, setting a minimum 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 
 
of 20% of the budget to be reserved to actions promoting these objectives. The 
Programme will also help strengthening the Union preparedness to face 
current or future health threats.  The programme will support actions to foster 
the production, procurement and management of crisis-relevant products in 

the EU.  Actions supporting the development of quality healthcare standards at 
national level, including by addressing health inequalities and increasing  
healthcare systems' resilience are among the programme’s specific objectives.  
The programme will support also communication activities to promote disease 
prevention and a healthy lifestyle and to counter misinformation, for instance  

on vaccines. The text will have to be voted in the EP plenary to formally finalise  
the first reading agreement. 

Rapporteur: BUŞOI (EPP) 
Shadows: CERDAS (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW),REGIMENTI (ID), RIVASI 
(Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR),  KONEČNÁ (The Left) 

Provisional agreement on a Programme for the 

Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) 

A provisional deal on the EU programme for 

Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) to boost EU 
action in 2021-2027 was agreed with member states on 
17 December. The total budget is EUR 5.4 billion 
(current prices), of which EUR 3.5 billion will go to 

environmental activities and 1.9 billion to climate action.  

The programme will contribute to mainstreaming climate actions and to 

achieving the overall target of at least 30% of the EU budget expenditure  
supporting climate objectives. LIFE will also support many biodiversity projects  
and contribute to spending 7.5% of the annual EU budget on biodiversity  
objectives from 2024 and 10% in 2026 and 2027. This agreement will also be 
finalised by an EP plenary vote. 

Rapporteur: TORVALDS (Renew) 

Shadows: WIEZIK (EPP), RÓNAI (S&D),BEIGNEUX (ID), NIINISTÖ (Greens/EFA), 
VONDRA (ECR), KOKKALIS (The Left) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: Bringing Nature 
back into our lives 

ENVI Members will discuss the draft report 
responding to the Commission's Biodiversity  
Strategy for 2030. This welcomes the level of  

ambition in the strategy, underlines that all five main 
direct drivers of change in nature need to be 
addressed, and expresses concern about soil 

degradation, the impact of climate change and the declining number of  
pollinators. The draft report also considers funding, mainstreaming and the 

governance framework for biodiversity, calls for a Green Erasmus programme 
focused on restoration and conservation, and emphasises the need for 
international action, including with regard to ocean governance. 

Rapporteur: LUENA (S&D) 
Shadows: BERNHUBER (EPP), RODRÍGUEZ RAMOS (Renew), DREOSTO (ID), 
NIINISTÖ (Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), VILLUMSEN  (The Left) 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the 
issue of vaccines in the EU 

The discussion with Sandra Gallina, Director General 
for Health and Food Safety in DG SANTE, will continue 
the Committee's work in scrutinising the response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It will provide an opportunity  
to analyse the latest developments in the 

authorisation of vaccines and the start of Member State vaccine programmes.  
The need for greater transparency regarding the terms of the Advance 
Purchase Agreements concluded with pharmaceutical companies will also be 
raised. 

Commission Regulation concerning botanical 
species containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives 

Regulation (EC) No 1925/2006 allows the  
Commission to propose additions to the list of 

substances whose use in foods is prohibited,  
restricted or under Union scrutiny, if that substance  
is associated with a potential risk to consumers.  
Plants containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives are 

widely used in food supplements and herbal medicinal products for their 

laxative effect. EFSA found that the hydroxyanthracene derivative aloe-emodin 
and emodin and structurally related substance danthron have been shown to 
be genotoxic in vitro. 

The Committee will consider whether the draft proposed by the European 
Commission violates the principle of proportionality, which requires that any 
action by the EU should not go beyond what it is necessary to achieve the  

objectives of the Treaties 

Presentation by the Commission of the 
Environment Action Programme to 2030 

The Commission will present its 8th EAP which aims 

to accelerate the Union’s transition to a climate-
neutral, resource-efficient clean and circula r 
economy in a just and inclusive way and achieve 
the environmental objectives of the United 
Nations’ Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable  

Development Goals. It reiterates the EU commitment to ensure wellbeing for 
all, while staying within the planetary boundaries. 

Building on the European Green Deal, its priority objectives are to: 

1. achieve the 2030 greenhouse gas emission reduction target and climate  
neutrality by 2050; 

2. enhance adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing  
vulnerability to climate change; 

3. advance towards a regenerative growth model, decoupling economic 
growth from resource use and environmental degradation, and 
accelerating the transition to a circular economy; 

4. pursue a zero-pollution ambition, including for air, water and soil, and 
protect the health and well-being of Europeans; 

5. protect, preserve and restore biodiversity, and enhance natural capital; 
6. reduce environmental and climate pressures related to production and 

consumption. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/Cristian%20Silviu_BUSOI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197790
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197769
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197584
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197680
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197802
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197743/PETROS_KOKKALIS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197721
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197648
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4344
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197614
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197802
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571


 
 

Exchange of view with the EEA on the "Air Quality 
in the EU - 2020 Report" 

The European Environment Agency (EEA) will 
present its Report during an exchange of views 
with ENVI Members. 

The Report analyses the impact of air pollution on 

human health, in particular in urban areas, and 
on the environment. Europe's most serious  

pollutants, in terms of harm to human health, are particulate matter (PM), NO2 
and ground-level ozone (O3). The report finds that while for NO2 there has 
been a reduction of premature deaths attributable to NO2 exposure, for O3 

there has been an increase in the last ten years. It underlines how air pollution 
damages vegetation and ecosystems directly, as well as the quality of water 
and soil and the ecosystem services they support. This report is timely as the 
committee is working on an implementation Report on the Ambient Air Quality 
Directives that should be voted in ENVI in early March 2021.  

Conclusion of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement  

On 24 December 2020, the Commission and the UK 
government agreed the terms of future cooperation 
between the EU and the UK. The agreement covers  

not just trade in goods and services, but also areas 
such as environment, climate, food safety, animal 
and plant health standards, chemicals and health 

cooperation. It seeks to guarantee non-regression from the current levels of  

climate and environmental protection. 

ENVI will discuss the issues with the Commission's UK Task Force in preparation 

for providing an opinion in the form of a letter which will be voted on 
27 January. The agreement requires Parliament’s consent ahead of the end-of-
February deadline, which is when its provisional application is due to lapse. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Facing the 6th mass extinction and increasing risk 
of pandemics: What role for the EU Biodiversity 

Strategy for 2030?” 

On Thursday morning, this hearing will consider 
the loss of biodiversity and the extent to which 
this increases the risk of pandemics due to land 
use change, climate change and wildlife trade.  
There will be discussion of the role and 

possibilities of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030 in countering biodiversity loss and in 

increasing commitment in the EU as well as globally. 

It will be opened by Dr Anne Larigauderie, Executive Secretary, 
Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, and 
Dr Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director, European Environment Agency.  

The first session, "Facing the sixth mass extinction" will involve representatives  

from the World Wildlife Federation, the OECD, the Institute for European 
Environmental Policy and the Austrian Federal Institute of Agricultura l 
Economics, Rural and Mountain Research. The second panel "Increasing risk of  
pandemics" will have speakers from the EcoHealth Alliance and the Wildlife  
Conservation Society.  

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 
 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data 

reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 
 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19 (January 2021)  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

National measures to cut air pollution 
would benefit from stronger links with 

climate action 
European Union (EU) Member States 

report on their policies and measures to reduce air pollution and greenhouse  
gas emissions separately. The  European Environment Agency (EEA) briefing  
reveals that Member States identify links to climate action in about one third 

of their reported actions planned to reduce air pollution. 
The briefing is accessible here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
On 6 Jan 2021, EMA has recommended 
granting a conditional marketing  
authorisation for COVID-19 Vaccine  
Moderna to prevent coronavirus  
disease 2019 (COVID-19) in people from 

18 years of age. This is the second COVID-19 vaccine that EMA has 
recommended for authorisation. It has also organised a second public meeting  
on Friday 8 January 2021 to inform European citizens about the assessment, 
approval and roll-out of new COVID-19 vaccines. The public meeting provided 
information on the role of the European Commission and the national public 

health authorities on the roll-out of the vaccines. 
More information on the procedures is available here and here.  

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
EFSA's Scientific Committee has launched an 
open consultation on its draft EFSA Scientific 
Committee Opinion on a systems-based 
approach to the environmental risk assessment 

of multiple stressors in honey bees. The scientific opinion is aligned to 
aspirations outlined in the EU Green Deal and the EFSA Strategy 2027, 

presenting opportunities and ideas facilitating discussion to advance 
environmental risk assessment of multiple stressors in honey bees. Interested 
parties are invited to submit written comments by 25/02/2021.  
Link to the public consultation 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
The Committees for Risk Assessment (RAC) and 
for Socio-economic Analysis (SEAC) estimated 
that continued use of CTPHT in clay targets will  

pollute our environment each year with several 
hundred tonnes of PAHs. There are also health 

risks to people through the environment, for example through food. Moreover, 
there are alternatives available to using CTPHT in clay targets. 

More info here. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On 22 December, ECDC released a technica l 
report on COVID-19 vaccination rollout strategies  
for EU/EEA, following the EMA recommendation 
for authorisation of the vaccine Comirnaty,  

developed by BioNTech and Pfizer. By using  
mathematical modelling, ECDC provides EU/EEA 
countries with information on relative  

effectiveness of alternative COVID-19 vaccination strategies, according to 
different target groups (people at risk of severe outcomes due to older age or 

due to preconditions, healthcare workers, adults 18-59 years of age, everyone 
aged above 18 years). 

More info here. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 25-26-27 January 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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