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The IPBES Global Assessment concluded that:

1- Nature is deteriorating at a rate and scale unprecedented in 

human history

1 million 
of plants and animal 
species out of an 
estimated total of 8.1 
million species are at risk 
of extinction

90%
of land is projected 
to be significantly 
altered, by 2050 

>85% 
of wetland area has 

been lost

75% 
of the land area has been 

significantly altered

3% 
of the ocean surface 

considered as wild



The IPBES Global Assessment showed that:

2- Nature’s contributions to people are deteriorating worldwide
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The IPBES Global Assessment showed that:

3- It is critical to address the causes of biodiversity loss

The 5 direct drivers 

of biodiversity loss

DIRECT 
DRIVERS

Terrestrial
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The underlying causes 

(or indirect drivers) of 

biodiversity loss



The IPBES Global Assessment concluded that:

4- It is not too late to act: protecting biodiversity

 Protect and restore Nature

• Support and expand protected areas which are:

• Ecologically representative

• Effectively managed 

• Well connected to take into account climate change

 However, in addition, biodiversity needs to be integrated in all economic sectors



The IPBES Global Assessment concluded that:

5- It is not too late to act: integrating biodiversity to agriculture 
and fisheries policies

 Transforming agriculture and food systems

• Promote agroecological practices (less pesticides and fertilizers, protect 

pollinators, promote genetic diversity and conserve soil biodiversity)

• Reduce harmful subsidies (pesticides, fossile fuels)

• Promote healthier diets (less meat)

• Reduce food waste

• Improve food market transparency (e.g., sustainability certification)

 Transforming fisheries and promoting ocean biodiversity

• Rebuild overfished stocks 

• Eliminate illegal fishing

• Halt harmful subsidies which promote overfishing

• Reduce use of fertilizers on land (dead zones)



The IPBES Global Assessment of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (May 2019), and

The IPBES workshop report on biodiversity and pandemics (October 2020) concluded that:

6- We can escape the era of pandemics, but it will require a major shift 
from reaction to prevention

 Integrating biodiversity to health policies

• Acting on the drivers of emergence (deforestation, 

wildlife trade)

• Detect hotspots of emergence (to avoid land use 

projects in those areas)

• Build bridges among medical, veterinarian, 

forestry and conservation communities (“One 

Health approach”)

https://ipbes.net/pandemics



The IPBES Global Assessment concluded that:

7- It is not too late to act: addressing biodiversity and climate 
change as two tightly interconnected issues

 Climate change impacts biodiversity

• Migration of species towards the poles and 

upward, local extinctions

• Collapse of coral reefs to 1% of their current

surface with 2°C warming

 Forests absorb one third of annual carbon 

emissions and mitigate against climate 

change (nature-based solutions)

 The large-scale deployment of bioenergy 

plantations replacing forests could 

negatively impact biodiversity and 

threaten food security 

IPCC-IPBES co-sponsored 
workshop 

14-18 Dec. 2020

Synergies and trade-offs 
between biodiversity and 

climate 

Report coming out 
end April 2021



The IPBES Global Assessment concluded that:

8- It is not too late to act: integrating biodiversity to economic 
and financial systems

 Removing harmful subsidies

 Explore alternative methods of economic accounting (e.g., natural 
capital accounting)

 Improve market-based instruments (e.g., voluntary certification, 
biodiversity offsetting)

 Create and improve supply-chain models that reduce the impact on 
nature



 Inspire all stakeholders to act

 Tackle the direct and indirect drivers of biodiversity loss

 Address climate change and loss of biodiversity together (nature-

based solution)

 Promote the integration of biodiversity into all economic sectors 

In conclusion: 

9- It is not too late to act, but transformative change is needed to 

achieve sustainability
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