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Message approved by the Bureau of the Euronest PA
on 2 November 2013 in Kiev

Euronest Parliamentary Assembly
The Bureau

- On the occasion of the Third Eastern Partnership Summit to be held on 28-29 
November 2013 in Vilnius, Lithuania,

- Addresses the following message to the Heads of State and Government, in 
accordance with Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Euronest 
Parliamentary Assembly.

1. We, Members of the Bureau of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly (Euronest 
PA), representing our Delegations from the European Parliament and from the 
Armenian, the Azerbaijani, the Georgian, the Moldovan and the Ukrainian 
Parliaments, and, thus, representing the peoples, recall the common history and 
richness of European heritage we all share and which is at the origins of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The Eastern Partnership, which is expression of the 
Eastern dimension of the ENP, has at its heart consolidation of democracy, political 
association and economic integration among our countries.

2. The EU and the Eastern European Partner countries have faced, especially in these
last years, significant challenges mainly due to the world economic and financial 
crisis, regional conflicts and territorial integrity issues. At the same time, most Eastern 
European Partner countries are still struggling to build-up and to assure sustainable 
and deep democracies through difficult reform processes.

3. By re-affirming our commitment and our trust in the future of the European project, 
we look at the chances which stem from the Treaty on the European Union, and in 
particular from Art. 8 and Art. 49 and call for the continuation of an open,
homogeneous and genuine commitment of all the EU-28 Members to the Eastern 
Partnership policy. This should include ambitious actions for the achievement of the 
Eastern Partnership goals and further development of the programmes related to people-
to-people contacts and youth exchanges.

4. We believe in this policy, which can bring benefits in terms of stability, prosperity 
and cooperation between the EU and its Eastern Partners, as well as between the latter 
and their neighbours, in particular Russia and Turkey. 



2

5. Still, we reaffirm that the “more for more” principle implies an increasing need for 
differentiation of the EU's response, with an incentive-based approach based on the 
ambitions and performance of every Partner in building democracy and undertaking 
the agreed reforms, and we call upon the Governments of the Eastern Partners to 
deliver on essential political reforms. In this regard we welcome with appreciation the 
progress of the visa liberalisation process in the Eastern European Partner countries.

6. We look forward to seeing the Association Agreements/Deep and Comprehensive 
Free Trade Areas signed and provisionally implemented with Ukraine after meeting 
all the conditions and initialled with Georgia and Moldova, while inviting the other 
Eastern Partners to specify their European integration expectation in Vilnius, be it an 
advanced political association or another comprehensive form of partnership. 

7. We recall that the main goal of the Eastern Partnership is to bring the Eastern European 
countries closer to the European Union through political association, economic 
integration and increased mobility. The next stage of the process should be the 
perspective of membership of these countries in the EU.

8. Keeping the respect of human rights, the rule of law and the building up of 
democratic institutions at the core of the process, the choice belongs to Partners' 
sovereign nations and people, and they should make it without geo-political 
constraints.

9. For these objectives, we call upon you to improve synergies between the financial 
instruments, to better align aid to policy, and to provide a better tailor-made and 
flexible assistance. We emphasize the need to ensure adequate funding of the Eastern 
Partnership under the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020, taking into 
account the “more for more” principle.

10. We encourage you to give the priority to the activities towards the Eastern 
Partners which provide benefits in the short term and have a direct impact on the daily 
life of citizens, especially the young generations.

11. We, therefore, expect proposals for rendering the Eastern Partnership simpler, 
focused on people to people contacts and on key sectors of economic development 
and mobility. 

12. The DCFTAs, as part of the future Association Agreements, present an excellent 
vehicle for progress towards the economic integration of the EU with the Eastern 
European Partners. We recognise the remarkable progress made by them in reforming 
their economies and we call on all the parties concerned to continue working closely 
in order to facilitate the future implementation of the DCFTAs.

13. We need to encourage the Eastern European Partner countries to exploit the 
potential for regional cooperation through the development of trade, economic 
integration, infrastructure and youth, scientific, cultural and tourism exchanges.

14. Between the Eastern Partners and the EU, mobility in these sectors has to be 
supported as it contributes to the objective of building a community of values. It is 
also necessary to support and strengthen the dialogue on energy security between the 
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EU and the Eastern European Partners, with the aim to establish durable and coherent 
energy strategies and, as opportune, integrated markets.

15. For our part, we consider of utmost importance an inclusive, good quality
dialogue among the political forces in the Eastern European Partner countries, to 
counter polarization and tensions in political life.

16. Therefore, we want to engage more and more, in our Parliamentary Assembly, in 
the facilitation of this dialogue and in the understanding of modern mechanisms for 
citizens' political aggregation, checks and balances and separation between powers. 

17. Belarus is also part of the Eastern Partnership and we invite you to make every 
effort to ensure adequate representation of Belarus at the Vilnius Summit and to 
achieve as soon as possible normalisation of EU-Belarus relations, recalling that the 
further engagement of Belarus in the Eastern Partnership should remain based on the 
Belarusian government's adherence to common democratic values.

18. We look forward to the accession of the Parliament of Belarus to the Euronest PA 
once the necessary political conditions are met and emphasize the need for further 
development of the dialogue with Belarus. 

19. At the same time, we want the EU, by making full use of all opportunities 
provided for by the Lisbon Treaty, to play a more ambitious role in addressing current 
security threats, particularly by increasing efforts in the relevant mediation processes 
for the peaceful settlement of conflicts.

20. We believe in the importance of strengthening and rendering more dynamic the 
relations between the EU and the Eastern Partners at bilateral and multi-lateral level, 
and call therefore for a strong and clear vision of the future development of the 
Eastern Partnership and for a concrete roadmap towards the next Summit, keeping 
into account the impact of this policy on the relations of the Eastern Partners with 
their neighbours.

21. The Euronest PA stands ready to contributing to the implementation of that 
roadmap.
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