
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
25-26  January and on 4 February. 

Following Germany, it is now Portugal’s 
turn to hold the Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union. I take this 
opportunity to wish Portugal the best 
success for the next six-months! Many are 
the challenges ahead for Europe, from 
climate change, the protection of the 
environment and biodiversity, to the 

health crisis and its economic and social consequences. It is crucial that the EU 
delivers in ensuring a just and green transition and an economic recovery that 
is in line with the European Green Deal. 

On Monday 25, we will start with an exchange of views with the Portuguese 
Minister of Environment and Climate Action, Mr João Pedro Matos Fernandes. 
The Minister will present the presidency’s priorities as regards the environment 
and climate action. On Tuesday 26, it will be the turn of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Ms Maria Do Céu Antunes. Members will be able to exchange with 
the Minister on the presidency’s priorities in areas relevant for ENVI, such as 
food safety, the Farm to Fork strategy, taking into account the close link 
between food production, adaptation to climate change and biodiversity 
conservation. Finally, on 4 February we will have an exchange of views with the 
Minister of Health, Ms Marta Temido. The Minister will present the 
presidency’s priorities with respect to the Health Union package, in particular 
concerning the new legislative proposals on cross-border health threats, on the 
reinforcing of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
as well as of the European Medicines Agency (EMA). This package of proposals 
comes after numerous calls by Parliament for a bigger role of the Agencies, in 
order to allow the EU to be more prepared in the event of health crisis.  

On Tuesday 26, ENVI invited Ms Emer Cooke, EMA Executive Director, for an 
exchange of views during which Members will have the opportunity to quiz Ms 
Cooke on the latest developments on the issue of vaccines since December, but 
also on the lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic in terms on how it 
affected the role of the Agency. 

ENVI will vote, among other issues, on several discharge procedures concerning 
the Commission, in respect of the implementation of the general budget of the 
European Union and concerning the agencies under ENVI’s responsibility (EMA, 
EFSA, EEA, ECDC and ECHA) in respect of the implementation of their 
budget.  On Monday and Tuesday, we will also vote on the initiative report on 
the Circular Economy Action Plan. The action plan is a crucial pillar of the 
European Green Deal. Ensuring an efficient circular economy, that takes into 
account the entire product’s life cycle, from product policy to waste policy, will 
be key in achieving the green transition.  

Another essential pillar of the European Green Deal, the Farm to Fork Strategy, 
will be on the agenda on Monday 25 January. The co-Rapporteurs will present 
a draft ENVI-AGRI report during a joint ENVI-AGRI committee meeting.  On 4 
February, we will hold a joint ENVI-AGRI public hearing with the aim of receiving 
input from scientists, authorities and stakeholders on the role that the Farm to 
Fork strategy will play, its outlook and the challenges it is has to tackle.  

Finally, on 4 February, ENVI will hold an exchange of views on the draft report 
on the Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives, together with the 
presentation of the EPRS Study on air quality. As always, you can follow the 
ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  
You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 25 January 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• New Circular Economy Action Plan - Adoption of amendments (26/01) and 
final vote on draft report (27/01) 

• Towards a WTO-compatible EU carbon border adjustment mechanism - 
adoption of amendments (04/02) and vote on draft report (05/02)  

• Liability of companies for environmental damage - Adoption of 
amendments (26/01) and final vote on draft opinion (27/01) 

• A European Strategy for Hydrogen - Adoption of amendments (26/01) and 
final vote on draft opinion (27/01) 

• 2019 discharges for the General budget of the EU (European Commission 
and the agencies EEA, EMA, EFSA, ECDC, ECHA) - Adoption of amendments 
(26/01) and final vote on draft opinions (27/01) 

 Decision on the Conclusion of a trade and cooperation agreement between 
the EU and the UK - adoption of draft opinion in letter form (27/01) 

• Early non-objection to RPS measure on Eco-design requirements for 
servers and data storage products, electric motors and a series of other 
electrical appliances with a direct sales function - adoption of a draft 
recommendation for an early non-objection (27/01) 

• Objection pursuant to Rule 111(3): Amending a Delegated Regulation on 
the functioning of the Union Registry under the LULUCF Regulation - 
adoption of a motion for a resolution (27/01) 

• Objection pursuant to Rule 112: Amending the Annex of a Regulation on 
botanical species containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives - adoption of 
a motion for a resolution (27/01) 

• Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) on the non-approval of Capsicum 
annuum L. var. annuum, longum group, cayenne extract as a basic 
substance - adoption of a motion for a resolution (27/01) 

Considerations 

• Draft report “A Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, healthy and 
environmentally friendly food system” (Joint ENVI-AGRI meeting, 25/01) 

• Draft opinion amending directive 2004/37/EC on the protection of workers 
from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work 
(26/01) 

• Draft report on the Implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives 
and Presentation of EPRS study on “EU policy on air quality: 
implementation of selected EU legislation” (04/02) 

Exchange of views:  

• Portuguese Presidency: Exchange of views with João Pedro Matos 
Fernandes, Minister of Environment and Climate Action, (25/01), Maria do 
Céu Antunes, Minister of Agriculture (26/01) and Marta Temido, Minister 
of Health (04/02) 

• Presentation by EFSA of the work done on the Scientific Opinion on Bee 
Health (25/01) 

• Exchange with Ms Emer Cooke, Executive Director of EMA (26/01) 
• Motion for a resolution on the Delegated Regulation regarding the 

functioning of the Union Registry under the LULUCF Regulation (26/01) 
• Motion for a resolution objecting the non-approval of Capsicum annuum, 

a pesticide of biological origin (26/01) 

Public Hearings: 
• Joint ENVI-AGRI hearing on Farm to Fork strategy (04/02) 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

VOTES 

New Circular Economy Action Plan 

ENVI will vote on the draft own-initiative report on 
the New Circular Economy Action Plan (NCEAP) 
published by the Commission on 11 March 2020. 
The plan aims at accelerating the systemic and 
transformational change required by the 
European Green Deal’s ambitions. ENVI is the lead 
committee on the report, with IMCO and ITRE as 
associated committees. The 35 compromise 
amendments, substituting over a 1000 

amendments, emphasise the three wins of the circular economy - environment, 
jobs and growth. They cover the entire product cycle from product policy over 
key value chains and sectors to waste policy and emphasise the role and 
responsibility of the numerous regional and local stakeholders and of the EU 
globally. The compromise text calls inter alia on the Commission to propose 
binding EU targets for the reduction of EU’s material and consumption foot 
print and for the reduction of the use of primary raw materials and to propose 
product-specific binding targets for recycled content. 
Rapporteur: HUITEMA (Renew) 
Shadows: PIETIKÄINEN (EPP), BONAFÉ (S&D), LIMMER (ID), 
AUKEN(Greens/EFA) , KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), WALLACE (The Left) 

Towards a WTO-compatible EU carbon border 
adjustment mechanism 

ENVI’s own-initiative report entitled 
‘Towards a WTO-compatible EU carbon 
border adjustment mechanism’ 
addresses the creation of a carbon 
border adjustment mechanism (CBAM) 
as proposed by the European 

Commission in its Communication on the European Green Deal. This new 
mechanism would place a carbon price on imports of certain goods from 
outside the EU, in order to reduce the risk of ‘carbon leakage’ which would 
counteract Europe’s efforts to become climate-neutral by 2050. The 22 
compromise amendments call for the introduction of a CBAM as part of a 
broader Union industrial strategy, which should cover all imports of products 
and commodities covered by the EU ETS, including when embedded in 
intermediate or final products. They cover, among others, issues linked to the 
design and scope of a CBAM. ENVI is scheduled to vote on the report on 4 and 
5 February. The Commission plans to present its legislative proposal on the 
CBAM in the second quarter of the year. 

Rapporteur: JADOT (Greens/EFA)  
Shadows: JARUBAS (EPP), CHAHIM (S&D), CANFIN (Renew), HUHTASAARI (ID), 
ROOKEN (ECR), BOMPARD (The Left) 

A European Strategy for Hydrogen 

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur 
welcomes the strategy, stresses the 
importance of hydrogen for 
decarbonisation, and hence achieving the 
goals of the Paris Agreement, and calls on 
the Commission to introduce a 
comprehensive terminology and criteria for 

the certification of renewable and low-carbon hydrogen. Furthermore, the 
Rapporteur acknowledges the role of hydrogen as key enabler of the renewable 
energy transition and therefore calls on the Commission to update and 

harmonise regulations on hydrogen blending in the short term, and to support 
the retrofitting of existing and the development of missing networks to replace 
gas with hydrogen in the medium term. Renewable hydrogen should also be a 
key spending priority under the Recovery and Resilience Plans, Just Transition 
Plans, InvestEU, Horizon Europe, TEN-E and TEN-T, and the ETS Innovation 
Fund. 213 amendments have been tabled and some 17 compromises (including 
2 alternatives) have been agreed covering the vast majority of amendments. 
Rapporteur: BENTELE (EPP) 
Shadows: WÖLKEN (S&D), GLÜCK (RENEW), MÉLIN (ID), HOLMGREN 
(Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), BOMPARD (The Left) 

CONSIDERATIONS 

A Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, healthy and 
environmentally friendly food system 

On 25 January, the ENVI and AGRI 
committees will hold a joint debate on the 
“Farm to Fork Strategy”. The Farm to Fork 
Strategy is one of the key tools developed by 
the Commission in the framework of the 
European Green Deal and an opportunity to 
improve lifestyles, health and the 

environment. Its key goals are to reduce the environmental and climate 
footprint of the EU food system, ensure food security in the face of climate 
change and biodiversity loss, whilst furthering the reduction of chemical 
pesticides, fertilisers and antibiotics and boosting organic farming and 
aquaculture. The ENVI-AGRI draft report welcomes the farm to fork strategy as 
an important step in ensuring a sustainable, fair and resilient food system, 
which is central to achieving the goals set out in the European Green Deal and 
in the Sustainable Development Goals, and it emphasises the inextricable links 
between healthy people, healthy societies and a healthy planet. The deadline 
for amendments to the draft report is 2 February. 

ENVI Rapporteur: HAZEKAMP (THE LEFT) 

ENVI Shadows: SCHNEIDER (EPP), BORZAN (S&D), CHRISTENSEN (Renew), 

SARDONE (ID), WIENER (Greens/EFA), TERTSCH (ECR) 

Draft report on the Implementation of the Ambient 
Air Quality Directives & Presentation of EPRS study 

ENVI will hold an exchange of views on the 
draft report on the implementation of the 
Ambient Air Qualities Directives (AAQ), 
together with the study by the European 
Parliament research Service (EPRS) on ‘EU 
policy on air quality: implementation of 
selected EU legislation’. Building on the 
findings of the EPRS study, the draft 

implementation report analyses the shortcomings in the application of the EU 
air quality framework, such as the AAQ Directives and directive on the 
reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants (NEC-
Directive) and gives recommendations to Member states and the Commission 
to improve air quality across Europe and globally. The deadline for 
amendments is set on 9 February and the vote in ENVI is scheduled on 4 March.  

Rapporteur: LÓPEZ (S&D), 

Shadows: LINS (EPP), LÓPEZ (S&D), RIES (Renew), LIMMER (ID), GIEGOLD 

(Greens/EFA), ZALEWSKA (ECR), FERREIRA (The Left), 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96740
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197517
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197782/MOHAMMED_CHAHIM/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197594/LAURA_HUHTASAARI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197776
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197408
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197443
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197398/PAR_HOLMGREN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197422
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197558
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197578
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197675/SARAH_WIENER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197831
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125042
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124808/NORBERT_LINS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125042
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96730
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706


 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Portuguese Presidency: Exchange of views with the 
Minister of Environment and Climate Action, 
(25/01), the Minister of Agriculture (26/01) and the 
Minister of Health (04/02) 

ENVI Members will hold an exchange of views 
with the Portuguese Minister of Environment and 
Climate Action, Mr João Pedro Matos Fernandes, 
with the Portuguese Minister for Agriculture, Ms. 
Maria do Céu Antunes (25/26 January), and with 
the Portuguese Minister of Health, Ms. Marta 
Temido (4 February). The debate will focus on the 
priorities of the Portuguese Council Presidency for 
the next six months. Promoting the EU as a leader 

in climate action is one of the main goals of the Portuguese Presidency and 
approving the first European Climate Law will be central in this effort. Portugal 
will also promote innovation, digital transformation and sustainable 
management of countryside's natural resources, including by prioritizing the 
on-going negotiations on the reform of the common agricultural policy. On 
health, Portugal aims at facilitate increased cooperation between Member 
States, supporting the measures needed to increase the response capability of 
health services to threats to public health. Portugal took over the Presidency 
from Germany on 1 January 2021 and it forms a presidency trio together with 
Germany (outgoing) and Slovenia (incoming). 

Exchange with Ms Emer Cooke, Executive Director 
of EMA (26/01) 
Ms Emer Cooke, the Executive Director of the EMA has been invited to an 
exchange of views on the latest EMA’s activities, in particular on the follow-up 
of the vaccines authorisation process since December and in general on the 
Agency’s work in response to COVID-19 . During the exchange of views, 
Members will have the opportunity to quiz Ms Cooke on the latest 
developments on issue of vaccines, but also on the lessons learnt from the 
COVID-19 pandemic in terms on how it affected the role of the Agency. In its 
report on “Shortage of medicines: how to address an emerging problem” 
adopted in EP plenary in September 2020, Parliament has asked for a bigger 
role of the Agency, in order to allow the EU to be more prepared in the event 
of health crisis, and called for a new pharmaceutical strategy for Europe, 
including measures to prevent shortages. In this context, on 11 November 2020 
the Commission has published a Regulation on a reinforced role for the 
European Medicines Agency in crisis preparedness and management for 
medicinal products and medical devices.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Joint ENVI-AGRI hearing on Farm to Fork strategy  

On 4 February, ENVI and AGRI will hold a joint hearing, 
with experts of both agricultural and environmental 
organisations. The main aim of this hearing is to receive 
input from scientists, authorities and stakeholders on the 
role that the Farm to Fork strategy will play, its outlook, 
the challenges ahead. The programme will be soon 
published on the ENVI website. 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data 
reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 IDA on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, including 
COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

 
EU renewable electricity 
We need to invest in a green recovery to 
restart the economy. The European 
Green Deal puts climate change 

mitigation at the core of its efforts to recover sustainably from the COVID-19 
crisis. Renewable electricity could increase to 70% of all power generation by 
2030 to allow a net 55% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 
Despite multiple benefits for human health and the environment associated 
with the reduction in fossil fuel use for energy, increasing renewable power 
supply is not impact free. Concerns have been raised that renewable electricity 
could shift environmental burdens in ways that do not always lower overall 
pressures. This briefing investigates changes in the electricity mix since 2005, 
and their trade-offs from a life cycle perspective to help policymakers and 
individuals focus on areas that offer opportunities for improvement. More 
information here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
EMA has received on 12 Jan 2021 an 
application for conditional marketing 
authorisation (CMA) for a COVID-19 
vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and 
Oxford University. The assessment of 
the vaccine, known as COVID-19 

Vaccine AstraZeneca, will proceed under an accelerated timeline. An opinion 
on the marketing authorisation could be issued by 29 January during the 
meeting of EMA’s scientific committee for human medicines.  
More information here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

Reducing the use and risk of pesticides and 
reversing the decline of pollinators are but two of 
the ‘calls-to-action’ embedded, respectively, in 
the Green Deal’s Farm to Fork and Biodiversity 
Strategies. EFSA scientists are working to help 

address these challenges, as reflected in the release in 2021 of two important 
scientific reports. The first report addresses a mandate from the European 

Commission for a review of the 2013 bee guidance document on the risk 
assessment of pesticides in relation to honey bees, bumble bees and solitary 
bees; the second responds to the European Parliament’s request for a scientific 
opinion on the development of an integrated and holistic approach for the 
environmental risk assessment (ERA) of multiple stressors in managed honey 
bees (Apis mellifera) – known as the MUST-B project. More information here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
The Candidate List of substances of very high 
concern updated with 2 substances  

ECHA updated the Candidate List with two 
chemicals that are toxic for reproduction. The 
two substances are used in products, such as 

inks or toners and to produce plastics and rubber tyres. They were added to the 
Candidate List as they are toxic for reproduction and therefore, may adversely 
affect sexual function and fertility, and cause developmental toxicity in 
offspring. 

The Candidate List of substances of very high concern now contains 211 
chemicals that may harm people or the environment. More information here. 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On 18 January the ECDC published a rapid 
assessment of laboratory practices and needs 
related to COVID-19, assessing the current status 
of the EU/EEA and the UK COVID-19 laboratory 
response based on a short survey sent to all 
Member States and the UK. The assessment 

shows that EU/EEA Member States and the UK have increased their laboratory 
capacity tremendously over the past 11 months as the majority of the Member 
States reported sufficient testing capacity until March 2021. Many countries 
are adding rapid antigen detection tests (RADT) to their testing strategies in 
order to reduce pressure on RT-PCR testing. Some Member States have already 
included RADT in their case definition. The main bottlenecks, such as shortages 
of laboratory consumables and human resources, as well as sample storing 
facilities, continue to exist and may affect the overall laboratory response to 
COVID-19. More info here. 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 25-26-27 January 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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