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Dear all,  

First of all, I wish you health and happiness in 2021.  

Every year on 4 February, World Cancer Day, we pay tribute to the battle 
that many are waging against cancer, a disease that effects 40% of 
Europeans at some point in their lives. This year, the Beating Cancer 
Committee is paying special attention to the effects of the COVID19-
pandemic on cancer care. Especially now it is important that we keep 
sight on the impact of cancer that takes an enormous toll on the health 
of patients and survivors and has a profound impact on their families and 
on society as a whole. 

I therefore very much welcome the long-awaited first European action plan to beat cancer that was released by 
Commissioner Stella Kyriakides on 3 February. Europe can only rise to this health challenge by joining forces, as it does in 
combating the COVID19- Cancer Plan with the Commissioner during our meeting 
on 4 February, where we will stress that it should first and foremost reduce health inequalities and ensure that Europe takes 

Plan via web streaming.  

Also on 4 February, the Beating Cancer Committee will study the impact of COVID19 and other health threats on cancer with 
leading experts at a public hearing. Cancer patients are at increased risk of developing severe cases of COVID19 and sadly 
dying from the infection. Cancer patients have also experienced missed or delayed diagnosis or treatment, because of the 
burden COVID19 has placed on our healthcare systems. We have also seen that the diversion of resources into fighting the 
pandemic has meant that cancer research and charitable organisations in many cases have faced severe cuts. This hearing 
will explore these issues, together with other health threats, such as antimicrobial resistance, which have a huge effect on 
cancer patients. 

In addition, our committee is calling on all interested stakeholders to contribute to mapping the effects of the COVID19-
health crisis on cancer prevention, health services, cancer patients and research. To this end, we launch a public survey on 
the BECA webpage that will be available for completion until 25 February.  You will find more information about this call for 
contributions elsewhere in this newsletter. We are looking forward to receiving your input!  

Over the last months, the work of the Beating Cancer Committee continued despite the lockdown and difficult 
circumstances, with most MEPs participating remotely in the meetings. We have looked in-depth at the rights of patients 
and their caregivers and patient-centred healthcare systems. We also addressed another priority of the Beating Cancer 
committee: tackling health inequalities and ensure equal access to cancer medicines and treatments, from the development 
of drugs and other treatments to the delivery of preventive care and treatment. You will find summaries of these hearings 
elsewhere in this newsletter. I also warmly recommend the much-praised specialized BECA background notes that we 
publish ahead of each hearing.  

The Beating Cancer committee will study many more topics in the coming period, such as paediatric and rare cancers, cancer 
screening and early detection and the importance of sharing knowledge and improving cross-border care to beat cancer. 
More information will be published in due time on the BECA committee page, or follow the BECA twitter account to stay up 
to date with our activities.  

 

Chair 

3 February 2021 

 

 

https://www.worldcancerday.org/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210201IPR96809/beating-cancer-meps-react-to-the-eu-plan-for-joint-action
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_en.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/special-committee-on-beating-cancer_20210204-1645-COMMITTEE-BECA_vd
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/special-committee-on-beating-cancer_20210204-1645-COMMITTEE-BECA_vd
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/special-committee-on-beating-cancer_20210204-1645-COMMITTEE-BECA_vd
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/beca/covid19-consultation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-beating-cancer-empowering/product-details/20210106CHE08021
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-mind-the-gap-for-equal-ac/product-details/20210119CHE08124
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/beca/home/publications
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/beca/home/highlights
https://twitter.com/EP_BeatCancer


 
 

 BEATING CANCER PLAN: EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH COMMISSIONER KYRIAKIDES 

On World Cancer Day, 4 February, the day after Europe's first Beating Cancer Plan is 
unveiled, the Special Committee on Beating Cancer (BECA) will discuss the Plan with 
Health Commissioner Kyriakides during an exchange of views from 16.45 - 18.45.   

n October 2020 in a working 
document drafted by Rapporteur Véronique Trillet-Lenoir (Renew, FR), setting out 
possible domains of actions for a coordinated and effective fight against cancer in the 
following areas: global prevention, early diagnosis and screening, equal access to 
patient-oriented treatments, strong support to patients and caregivers (including family 
caregivers). Read the input from the Beating Cancer Committee here . 

Beating cancer: MEPs react to the EU Plan for joint action (Press release 03.02.2021) 

Follow the meeting with Commissioner Kyriakides live. (04.02.2021) 
 

WORLD CANCER DAY: IMPACT OF COVID19 AND OTHER HEALTH THREATS ON CANCER -  
PUBLIC HEARING ON 4 FEBRUARY 2021 

On World Cancer Day, 4 February, the Special Committee on Beating Cancer will examine 
the alarming impact of the COVID19-pandemic and other health threats on cancer 
during a hearing from 13.45 to 16.15 

Renowned experts will address the effects of the COVID19-crisis and infectious diseases 
on health systems and cancer research, diagnosis and treatments. 

The hearing will also cover the issues of antimicrobial resistance as a growing concern 
for cancer and the potential use of mRNA technology to help treat cancer. 
 

More information:  
Background note  
Draft programme  
Live web stream link  
Presentations and biographies of speakers  
 

HAVE YOUR SAY: SURVEY ON THE IMPACT OF COVID19 ON CANCER CARE 

The Beating Cancer Committee launches its online public survey on 4 February 2021 to 
map the effects of the COVID19-pandemic on cancer prevention, health services, cancer 
patients and research.  

Across the globe we are witnessing the huge backlog in oncology care and research 
caused by the COVID19 health crisis. The pandemic is disrupting cancer care, it creates 
shortages of medicines and PPE and has a huge impact on the cancer workforce and 
working methods. All these problems demonstrate the fragility of our healthcare 
systems. The Members of the Beating Cancer Committee believe that it is extremely 
important to collect information and evidence on the effects of the pandemic on cancer care in the EU, to draw lessons to 
improve cancer services and research and help prepare for future crises.  

The Beating Cancer Committee therefore launches a public survey that is available on the BECA webpage from 4 to 25 
February 2021. The consultation aims to collect as much information as possible on:  

 the immediate and current impacts of the pandemic on cancer care in the EU,  

 the rebuilding of cancer services in Europe and   

 the long-term role and means of European cooperation in health and cancer care after COVID19.  

The received contributions will be used to inform the final report of the beating Cancer committee.  
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BECA PUBLIC HEARINGS - JANUARY 2021  

Beating cancer - empowering patients and their caregivers - 11 January 2021 

The Beating Cancer Committee put patients and their caregivers first during its public 
and patient-centred 

healthcare systems. Despite the existence of different patient codes and guidelines, there 

within and between Member States.  

MEPs stressed the need for a European Charter for cancer patients and addressed issues 
of survivorship and quality of life, as well as the challenging situation of caregivers.  

Experts shared their views and recommendations on integrated supportive and palliative 
care, survivorship and rehabilitation, as well as reintegration. They also stressed the importance of adequate support to 
caregivers, including access to training, and official recognition of their skills. 
 
More information:  
Summary  
Background Note  
Recording of the hearing - part 1  
Recording of the hearing - part 2  
Presentations and biographies of the speakers  
 

Mind the gap: For equal access to cancer medicines and treatment - 28 January 2021 

The public hearing took a holistic view on the entire cancer continuum, from the 
development of drugs and other treatment to the delivery of preventive care and 
treatment, and assessed possible problems hampering access to cancer care. Leading 
experts and the representative of the Commission discussed with BECA Members the 
current situation, the geographical and social divide in accessing cancer care, and possible 
solutions.  

Delivering quality cancer care requires infrastructure, equipment and medicines, trained 
and specialised oncology workforce, and an appropriate cancer budget. The share of 

direct cancer costs within the overall health budget is around 4-7% across Europe; but the direct costs of cancer per capita 
differ greatly between countries, and clear geographical and social divides are being observed. But this is not just a question 
of money, as there is also a social divide in accessing cancer care.  

 

More information:  
Background note  
Recording of the hearing - part 1  
Recording of the hearing - part 2  
Presentations and biographies of the speakers  
 

BACKGROUND NOTES PREPARED BY THE BEATING CANCER COMMITTEE 

Ahead of each public hearing, the Beating Cancer Committee prepares briefings covering a 
wide range of issues relevant to the topic of the hearing. All the background notes, and many 
other publications, are available on the BECA Webpage.   
 
The briefings give a global overview of the main issues that will be discussed and as such 
constitute an excellent preparation for the hearings. 
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BECA Meeting Dates in 2021  

4 February 2021, 13:45 to 16:15 & 16:45 to 18:45:   
Public Hearing  
 

23 February 2021, 13:45 to 16:15 & 16:45 to 18:45:   
Public Hearing  
 

18 March 2021, 13:45 to 16:15 & 16:45 to 18:45:  
Public Hearing    
 

15 April 2021, 13:45 to 16:15 & 16:45 to 18:45 :   
Public Hearing -  
 

BECA 2021 Provisional Calendar of Meetings. 
 

 

 

  

USEFUL LINKS 
 SUBSCRIPTIONS AND CONTACT  

Follow the BECA Committee meetings live online or watch 
again:  

 EP Multi Media Center  

 BECA committee website. 
 
Follow the BECA Committee on social media: 

 Twitter @EP_BeatCancer 
 
BECA Meeting dates 2021  
BECA Meeting documents 
BECA Cancer Awareness Calendar 
 

 

 Subscription to the BECA newsletter: write to beca-
secretariat@ep.europa.eu 
 
Contact the editor: European Parliament, Directorate 
General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of 
the Special Committee on Beating Cancer, email: beca-
secretariat@ep.europa.eu 
 
Subscription to BECA press releases: Please subscribe to 
the European Parliament News Subscription Services 
 
For all media queries, please write to the BECA Press 
Officer, Ms Dana Popp: beca-press@europarl.europa.eu 
or dana.popp@europarl.europa.eu 

 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the Beating Cancer Committee the European 
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only.  

The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the European Parliament.  

This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The BECA secretariat 
does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.  

Images copyright: Images used under the license of shutterstock.com 
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