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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 

 
Dear readers, we 
have now reached 
a point where we 
will look into 
interference from 
several countries. 

The actors active in 
this field are very 
different. In some 

countries, as in the case of Kremlin and the Chinese 
Communist Party, we talk about large state-run operations 
with clear objectives to interfere, whereas interference 
happens at much smaller scale or is less developed in other 
parts of the world. 

China will be the focus on Monday. While quite recent, 
foreign interference from China can take multiple forms, 
ranging from manipulation and suppression of information 
to dependency on Chinese technological capacities and 
influence through Chinese cultural and academic centres.  

On Tuesday, we will look into three regions and get to know 
very different cases. First, we will look at the activities from 
Iran, and assess the reality of their strength. The second case 
is actually originating in the world’s largest democracy, India, 
and has been targeting the EU and Parliament specifically. 
Our last case this week will be interference coming from 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 

This week’s hearing will be done with our colleagues from 
the Delegations to China, Iran and the Arab peninsula.  

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN  

 

 

 

ON THE AGENDA 

25 January 

13.45-15.45 - Exchanges of views 

During this meeting on possible threats of interference from 
third countries in a geopolitical, we will be focusing solely on 
China. This meeting will be held in association with the 
Delegation for relations with the People's Republic of China. 
 
Invited guests are: 
 
Ms Kateřina PROCHÁZKOVÁ is a former Czech Radio 
reporter in Asia and foreign editor of Czech TV. She is now 
an analyst of the project Synopsis. Mr PROCHÁZKOVÁ will be 
accompanied by Mr Martin HÁLA, researcher at Charles 
University, founder and director of Sinopsis. Prior to 
founding Sinopsis, Mr HÁLA was the Regional Manager for 
Asia Pacific at the Open Society Foundations. Educated in 
Prague, Shanghai, Berkeley and Harvard, Mr HÁLA taught in 
Prague and Bratislava and led projects in various countries in 
Asia. Sinopsis is a project documenting and analyzing China’s 
impact in the Czech Republic, and the World.  

 
Mr François GODEMENT is Senior Advisor for Asia, at the  
Institut Montaigne, an independent think tank for reflection, 
proposals and experiments devoted to public policies in 
France. He is also a nonresident Senior Associate in the Asia 
Program at the at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace in Washington, D.C. and an external consultant for the 
Policy Planning Staff of the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. A long-time professor at France’s National Institute 
of Oriental Languages and Civilisations and Sciences Po, he 
created Centre Asie IFRI (1985-2005), and in 2005 Asia 
Centre. He has authored several books on China-EU 
relations. 
  



 
 

ON THE AGENDA 

26 January 

13.45-15.45 - Exchanges of views 

During this meeting on possible threats of interference from 
third countries in a geopolitical, we will be focusing on cases 
from Iran, India, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 
This meeting will be held in association with the Delegations 
for relations with Iran and with the Arab Peninsula. 

Invited guests are: 

Ms Mahsa ALIMARDANI is an Internet researcher at the 
Oxford Internet Institute. She focuses on freedom of 
expression and access to information online in Iran, aiming 
to understand communications ecologies within Iran’s 
information control space. She has worked on digital rights 
on Iran since 2012, in various capacities within civil society. 
Ms ALIMARDANI also does research on the MENA region 
with the human rights organisation ARTICLE19. She is also a 
Senior Information Control Fellow with the Open Technology 
Institute, and a Graduate Resident of the Bonavero Institute 
of Human Rights.  
 

Mr Roman ADAMCZYK, Research Coordinator, Mr Gary 

MACHADO, Managing Director and Mr Alexandre 

ALAPHILIPPE, Executive Director of EU DisinfoLab. They will 
focus on the case Indian Chronicles, which they unveiled in 
December. The case shows a 15-year operation targeting the 
EU and the UN, using among other things fake websites, 
identity and the setup of think tanks. EU DisinfoLab is 
an independent non-profit organization focusing on the 
tackling of sophisticated disinformation campaigns in the EU 
and was a guest in at the INGE meeting 2 October 2020. 

 
Mr Iyad el-BAGHDADI is an internationally recognized Arab 
Spring activist and an expert on the topic of Islam and liberty.  
He heads the Kawaakibi Foundation and writes regularly for 
international media. His Twitter account received 165 
million views in 2016. Mr el-BAGHDADI is a fellow at 

Norwegian liberal think tank Civita and board member at 
Munathara, an Arab debate NGO. He lives in Oslo, Norway, 
where he has been granted political asylum.  
 
This discussion will be behind closed doors.  
 

NEXT MEETINGS  

 
28 January 10.30-11.45 
 
As a part of a meeting of the Security and Defence 
subcommittee, there will be a joint INGE-SEDE session 
linked to the security of EU institutions communications 
against cyber-espionage and other malicious activities in 
the context of the new EU Cybersecurity Strategy. This 
session will be in camera. 
 
The next ordinary INGE meeting will be 1 February 13.45-
15.45. 
 
 

FOLLOW US  

 
Twitter: @EP_Democracy 
Live webstreaming:  
EP Live multimedia library with past events    
Sign up to this newsletter 
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