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Cancer in children and adolescents

Major health and socio-economic issue
Heterogeneous population with highly specific needs
Up to 20% difference in survival rates across Europe
 Lack of innovation as compared to adult oncology
Unserved childhood cancer survivors

CURE MORE, CURE BETTER & TACKLE INEQUALITIES
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Putting Childhood Cancer under the spotlight:
A unique opportunity

 Need for a multistakeholder committee* to oversee implementation across 
programmes and plans 

Helping Children with Cancer Initiative Reco 11: Cancers in children, adolescents,
young adults – cure more and cure better

Revision of Paediatric and 
Orphan regulations

* Representatives of EU institutions, Academia, and Parents, Patients and Survivors
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Revision of Pediatric and Orphan Regulations
is needed

 Switch from a drug-centric to a patient centric regulatory environment

 Drug Development driven by science and patients’ needs rather than adult 
condition

 Boost innovation with focussed and flexible incentives and with investment

Multistakeholder cooperation (academia, industry, regulators, advocates) is 
feasible and of value

6 key recommendations from SIOPE and CCI-E (LINK)

https://siope.eu/media/documents/recommendations-following-the-european-commissions-evaluation-of-the-legislation-for-medicines-for.pdf
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Accessibility of research and treatment

 Accessibility of clinical research across Europe, including cross-border 
access to innovative medicines in early clinical trials as standard of care

• invest in ERN PaedCan

 Accessibility of essential medicines – major inequality across Europe*
• Tackle shortages
• SIOPE list of essential medicines – 24/7 across EU

 Accessibility of expensive new treatments
• Experiment HTA cooperation through a pilot on evaluation of new 

pediatric anticancer medicines

* Vassal et al, Annals of Oncology, 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annonc.2020.12.015

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annonc.2020.12.015
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Accessibility of standard treatment and care

 Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan puts forward an EU Network linking 
recognised National Comprehensive Cancer Centres in all Member 
States by 2025 integrating of the existing four rare-cancer focused 
European Reference Networks

 BUT: Organisation of pediatric oncology in EU is very different from 
adult oncology

Need to leverage from the current situation to increase access to high 
quality care and treatment through the ERN PaedCan and consider 
the specificities of childhood cancers



www.siope.eu

Childhood Cancers in other Europe’s Beating 
Cancer Plan measures

For example :
 Understand Cancer Initiative

• European Open Science Cloud 
• European Health Data Space
• Knowledge Cancer Center
• European Cancer Information System

 Cancer Survivor Smart Card
• The Survivorship Passport created as part of ENCCA (a EU network of excellence)

Need to warrant and monitor that these programmes will appropriately address childhood cancer
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Conclusion

 The European Community of Pediatric Hematology Oncology 
(clinicians, researchers, health professionals, patients, parents, survivors) 
is ready to actively contribute to the EU agenda on childhood cancer which 
will necessarily be a multistakeholder initiative

 Beating Childhood cancer : halve the deaths and halve the burden by 2030*

* Kearns et al., Lancet Oncol, 2019, 20 (9), 1200
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1470-2045(19)30487-5

https://doi.org/10.1016/S1470-2045(19)30487-5
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THANK YOU
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