
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear All, 

This is busy week for the ENVI committee  

with meetings on 22, 24 and 25 February.  
We begin with an Interparliamenta ry  
Meeting on the Recovery and Resilience  
Plan this afternoon. This will be the firs t 
time that ENVI has co-chaired such a 

meeting as part of the Europea n 
Parliamentary Week, reflecting growing  
recognition of the necessity of integrating  

environmental objectives in economic and budgetary policies. Following  
opening remarks by Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans and OECD 

Chief Economist Laurence Boone, EP and national parliamentarians will discuss  
the European Green Deal, the route to a more resilient European health union 
and the synergies between them.  

And on Thursday, late afternoon, we will hold a joint hearing on how to increase 
the COVID vaccine production capacity and improve its delivery. The purpose 
of this hearing is to have an open discussion with CEOs of the leading  

pharmaceutical companies for COVID vaccines, Commissioners Breton and 
Kyriakides, on how we can overcome production and delivery problems to 
unlock speedier commercialisation, manufacturing and distribution of these 
vaccines, which will allow the EU population to be vaccinated massively by 

summer. 

These topics reoccur in the regular Committee meeting: on Wednesday, I will 

report on the successful conclusion of negotiations to reform the EU Civil  
Protection Mechanism. This will strengthen the civil protection framework, in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, enabling the EU and Member States to be 
better prepared for large-scale emergencies, especially those affecting several 

countries simultaneously.  

Thursday will see the Commission present its proposals to strengthen the 

response to cross-border health threats whereby the declaration of an EU 
emergency would trigger increased coordination and allow for the 
development, stockpiling and procurement of relevant products. The mandates  
of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and the European 
Medicines Agency would also be reinforced, ensuring that they could 

coordinate and facilitate a Union-level response to such crises. 

Environmental topics to be covered during this meeting include consideration 
of the draft report on the 8th Environment Action Programme. This seeks to 
accelerate the Union’s transition to a climate-neutral, resource-efficient clean 
and circular economy in a just and inclusive way. ENVI will also prepare a 
resolution on soil protection, stressing its importance for the objectives of the 

European Green Deal such as climate neutrality, biodiversity restoration, and 
healthy and sustainable food systems.  

We will also be holding a joint hearing on Thursday afternoon about plastics  
and waste management. This builds on the ENVI Report on the new Circula r 
Economy Action Plan to achieve a carbon-neutral, sustainable, toxic-free and 
fully circular economy by 2050, adopted by the European Parliament on 10 

February. 

And looking further ahead, on 4 March we will hold a structural dialogue with 
Commission Vice President Timmermans. This will allow a broad overview of  
work on the European Green Deal and other elements of environmental policy.  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

 

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official 
Twitter account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 22 February 2021 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• European Semester for Economic Policy Coordination: Annual Sustainable  

Growth Strategy 2021 - Vote on the amendments (24/02) and vote on 
Draft Opinion (25/02) 

 Guidelines for the 2022 Budget - Section III - Vote on draft opinion in letter 
form (24/02) 

 Amending Decision No 1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism - Vote on the provisional agreement (25/02) 

 Soil protection - questions for oral answer (25/02) 
 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) on the extension of the approval 

periods of the active substances benfluralin, dimoxystrobin, fluazinam, 

flutolanil, mecoprop-P, mepiquat, metiram, oxamyl and pyraclostrobin - 
Vote on motion for a resolution (25/02) 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) on the placing on the market of 
products containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified 
cotton GHB614 × T304-40 × GHB119 - Vote on motion for a resolution 
(25/02) 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) on the placing on the market of 
products containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified 
maize MZIR098 (SYN-ØØØ98-3) - Vote on motion for a resolution (25/02) 

ENVI Interparliamentary Committee Meetings 

 ENVI Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the Recovery and 
Resilience Plan: synergies between the European Green Deal and the path 
towards building a more resilient European Health Union (22/02) 

Considerations 

 Draft Report on Amending Regulation (EC) no 1367/2006 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 6 September 2006 on the application of 
the provisions of the Aarhus Convention on access to information, public 
participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmenta l 
matters to community institutions and bodies (24/02) 

 Soil protection - draft motion for resolution (24/02) 
• Draft report on General Union Environment Action Programme to 2030 

(25/02) 
 Presentation by the Commission of the Commission proposal on a 

reinforced role for the European Medicines Agency in crisis preparedness  

and management for medicinal products and medical devices (25/02) 

 Presentation by the Commission of the Commission proposal on  
Regulation on serious cross-border threats to health repealing Decision No 
1082/2013/EU (25/02) 

 Presentation by the Commission of the Commission proposal on Amending  
Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 establishing a European Centre for disease 
prevention and control (25/02) 

Public Hearings: 

•  Joint PETI-ENVI hearing on "Plastics and   waste management in the circula r 
economy" (25/02) 

 Joint ENVI-ITRE hearing on "How to increase the capacity of COVID 19 
vaccine production and improve delivery” (25/02) 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes


 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

European Semester for Economic Policy 
Coordination: Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy 
2021 

The draft opinion welcomes the 
Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy, 
highlighting the alignment of the  

Semester process with the EU’s climate  
and environmental objectives. It calls  
for the Semester to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, taking 

into account the COVID-19 pandemic. 76 amendments have been tabled and 6 
compromise amendments agreed. 

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew) 
Shadows: GLAVAK (EPP), BURKHARDT (S&D), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), 
VONDRA (ECR), KOKKALIS (The Left) 
 

Amending Decision on a Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism  

ENVI will vote on whether to endorse the 
provisional agreement with Council reached 
on 8 February. The agreement involves a 

substantial increase in budget compared to 
that for the previous seven years and 
measures designed to enhance the EU’s and 
national capacity to withstand the effects of  

large cross-border disasters.  

Rapporteur: ANDROULAKIS (S&D)  
Shadows: MELO (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), DREOSTO (ID), 
AUKEN(Greens/EFA), FIOCCHI (ECR), KONEČNÁ (The Left) 
 

ENVI INTERPARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 

The Recovery and Resilience Plan: synergies 
between the European Green Deal and a more 
resilient European Health Union  
This meeting forms part of the European Parliamentary Week, which brings  

together Parliamentarians from the EU, candidate and observer countries to 
discuss economic, budgetary,  
environmental and social matters. It 
aims to promote sustainable growth as 
a guiding principle for the Recovery and 

Resilience Plan. 

Questions it will consider include 
whether the current pandemic can be a 
catalyst for rebuilding economies in a 

greener way; how the EP and national parliaments can help ensure that the EU 

recovery is in line with Green Deal objectives; and how can the sharing of best 
practices contribute to these goals. 

Co-Chairs: Luís Graça (Portuguese Assembleia da República), Pascal Canfin 
(ENVI Chair) 

 CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft Report on the Regulation applying the Aarhus 
Convention to Union institutions and bodies  

In March 2017, the Aarhus Convention’s  

Compliance Committee found that the EU 
was not in compliance with elements of the  
Convention. The Commission's proposal 
would enable NGOs to request an 
administrative review of any non-legislative  

act adopted by an EU institution or body. The 
draft report seeks to ensure the Union's compliance with its internationa l 
obligations while respecting the Treaties. It also seeks to focus the review 
procedure on acts aimed at producing significant impacts on European 
environmental policy. 

Rapporteur: DOLESCHAL (EPP) 

Shadows: BRGLEZ (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), 
ZALEWSKA (ECR), WALLACE (The Left) 
 

Draft report on General Union Environment Action 

Programme to 2030  

The eighth Environment Action Programme seeks to support the  
environmental objectives of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals, endorsing the environmental and climate objectives of the European 
Green Deal. 

In her draft report, the Rapporteur proposes to replace a “regenerative growth”  
model in the Commission’s proposal with a “sustainable well-being economy”  

model founded on the SDGs (where public interests determine economics), to 
expand the list of enabling conditions, and to strengthen the monitoring and 
governance framework. 

Rapporteur: O'SULLIVAN (Greens/EFA), 
Shadows: EVREN (EPP), PAPADAKIS (S&D), RODRÍGUEZ RAMOS (Renew), 
BEIGNEUX (ID), ZALEWSKA (ECR), FERREIRA (The Left) 

 

Proposal for a reinforced role for the European 
Medicines Agency - Commission Presentation  
The European Health Union package, adopted by the Commission on 11 
November 2020, consists of three proposals related to strengthening existing  

EU structures (ECDC, EMA) and legislation (Serious Cross-border Health 
Regulation) in response to the COVID-19 crisis, which will enable the Union to 
respond better to such challenges in future. 

The EMA's role would be enhanced by enabling it to monitor and mitigate the  
risk of shortages of critical medicines and medical devices; provide scientific  
advice on medicines which may have the potential to treat, prevent or diagnose  

the diseases causing those crises; coordinate studies to monitor the  
effectiveness and safety of vaccines; and coordinate clinical trials. 

Rapporteur: GONZÁLEZ CASARES (S&D)  
Shadows: BUŞOI (EPP), RIES (Renew), MÉLIN (ID), METZ (GREENS), 
KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (The Left) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/202036/SUNCANA_GLAVAK/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197440
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197743/PETROS_KOKKALIS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96978
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197614
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197473/CHRISTIAN_DOLESCHAL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197446
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197889
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197535
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124692
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4344
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197680
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/Cristian%20Silviu_BUSOI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


 

Proposed Regulation on serious cross-border 

threats to health - Commission Presentation 
This proposal sets out a legislative framework to govern action at Union level 
on preparedness, surveillance, risk assessment, and early warning and 
responses; and enhances guidance for the adoption of common EU measures  
to face future threats. 

It would allow the Commission to recognise a public health emergency at Union 

level; organise training activities; engage in joint procurement procedures with 
any Member States which so desired; and designate EU reference laboratories ,  
operated and coordinated by the ECDC. 

Rapporteur: TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), 
Shadows: de LANGE (EPP), CERDAS (S&D), MÉLIN (ID), AUKEN (Greens/EFA), 
KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (The Left) 

 

Proposal on the European Centre for Disease 
prevention and Control Regulation - Commission 
Presentation 
The proposal would allow the ECDC to support the Commission and the 
Member States in: epidemiological surveillance via integrated systems enabling 

real-time surveillance; preparedness and response planning, reporting and 
auditing; provision of non-binding recommendations and options for risk 
management; capacity to mobilise and deploy a EU Health Task Force to assist 
local response in the Member States; and building a network of EU reference  
laboratories and a network for substances of human origin. 

Rapporteur: KOPCIŃSKA (ECR) 

Shadows: KANEV (EPP), RÓNAI (S&D), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), MÉLIN (ID), 
RIVASI (Greens/EFA), KONEČNÁ (The Left) 

Soil Protection - Exchange of views on the basis of 
motion for a resolution  
In addition to two oral questions, to be voted on 25 February, a draft resolution 
has been prepared in view of the forthcoming Zero Pollution Action Plan and 
the update of the Soil Thematic Strategy. This calls on the Commission to 

establish an EU-wide legal framework for the protection and sustainable use of  
soil as well as for harmonised data collection and the spread of best practices  
on soil protection across the Union. The vote will take place on 15 April. 

Co-Sponsors: WEISS (EPP), ARENA (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), RIPA (Greens/EFA), 
VONDRA (ECR), VILLANUEVA RUIZ (The Left) 
  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Joint PETI-ENVI hearing on "Plastics and waste 
management in the circular economy"  
The first session of this hearing will focus on the implementation of the current 

legislative framework on plastic waste, 
addressing the main challenges  
encountered by the Member States, but 
also highlighting the opportunities that 

the legal framework provides in order to 
reduce the impact of plastic in the  
environment across Europe.  

The second session will hear experts’ views on possible next steps for tackling  
plastics waste in the framework of the New Circular Economy Action Plan. This  
links to the ENVI report on the topic that Parliament adopted on 10 February. 

Joint ENVI-ITRE hearing on "How to increase the 
capacity of COVID 19 vaccine production and 
improve delivery”  

This hearing will give ENVI and ITRE 
Members the opportunity to debate ways 
of removing obstacles to faster 
commercialisation, manufacturing and 

distribution of vaccines with CEOs of  
leading pharmaceutical companies,  
including AstraZeneca, Moderna, CureVac 

and Novavax. Commissioners Breton and Kyriakides will also participate as will  

the Co-Director of the Global Health Centre in Geneva. 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data 
reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 IDA on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, including  
COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38398
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197839
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197584
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197515
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124936
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197827
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Plastics, a growing environmental and 

climate concern: how can Europe revert 
that trend? The ever-increasing amount of 
plastic, its impact on biodiversity and 
contribution to climate change, and how to 

deal with it in a circular economy perspective have been on the European 
Union’s policy agenda for years. The COVID-19 pandemic has only increased the 
attention for plastic waste with images of masks in our seas, and large amounts  
of single-use protective gear. In the circular plastics economy report, the 
European Environment Agency (EEA) analyses the need and potential for a shift 

to a circular and sustainable approach to our use of plastics.  More information 
here 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
On 4 Feb 2021, EMA's Committee for 

Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) 
has started a formal review of available data  
on the use of the monoclonal antibodies  
casirivimab, imdevimab, bamlanivimab and 

etesevimab to treat patients with COVID-19. On 12 Feb 2021, CHMP has started 
a rolling review of CVnCoV, a COVID 19 vaccine being developed by CureVac 
AG. This is the 3rd Rolling Review which is currently ongoing at the EMA, 
besides the rolling reviews for Janssen and Novavax COVID-19 vaccines. The 
Agency has also published on 10 Feb 2021 a clarification review that to date  

EMA has NOT received an application for a rolling review or a marketing  
authorisation for the vaccine developed by the Gamaleya National Centre of  
Epidemiology and Microbiology in Russia, the Sputnik V vaccine (Gam-COVID-
Vac), despite reports stating the opposite.  
More information: 

EMA reviewing data on monoclonal antibody use for COVID-19 
EMA starts rolling review of CureVac’s COVID-19 vaccine 
Clarification on Sputnik V vaccine in the EU approval process 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
As part of the implementation process for the 
Transparency Regulation, which aims to increase the 
transparency of risk assessment in the food chain,  
EFSA has published details of how the new rules and 

measures specified in the regulation will operate in 

practice. The “practical arrangements” (PAs) for implementing the regulation 
will help stakeholders to better understand how the new processes and tools  
affect them and what adjustments they need to make to operate effectively in 

the new environment. They were drafted following extensive consultation with 
stakeholders, the European Commission and EU Member States throughout 
2020. The PAs cover areas such as proactive transparency, confidentiality ,  
notification of studies, pre-submission advice and consultation of third parties.  
EFSA has already published PAs on the processing of applications for access to 

documents held by EFSA. More information here 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

2020 Roadmap to assess substances of very high 
concern completed 
Since 2013, ECHA has worked under the “SVHC 

Roadmap 2020” to identify all relevant, currently known substances of very 

high concern (SVHCs) and include them on the Candidate List and put measures  
in place to manage their risks where required.  SVHCs are chemicals that are  
carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to reproduction (CMRs), persistent,  
bioaccumulative and toxic or very persistent and very bioaccumulativ e  
(PBTs/vPvBs) and chemicals that pose an equivalent level of concern like 

endocrine disruptors (EDs) and sensitisers. The Candidate List now contains 211 
substances. Regulatory management option analysis (RMOA) has been carried 
out for 220 chemicals of potential concern and a need for further regulatory  
action was identified for 80 % of them. More information here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)    On 15 February, the ECDC published a risk 

assessment on the increased circulation of variants and 
vaccine rollout in the EU/EEA. The risk assessment 
underlines that although several EU/EEA countries have 

observed a decline in the overall incidence of SARS-CoV-2 in recent weeks, the 

epidemiological situation is still of serious concern due also to the variants, 
their increased transmissibility, the evidence of increased severity and the 
potential for the existing licensed COVID-19 vaccines to be partially or 
significantly less effective against them. Therefore the risk associated with 
further spread of the SARS-CoV-2 variants in the EU/EEA is currently assessed 

as high to very high for the overall population and very high for vulnerable  
individuals. More information here

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 04 March, 15-16 March 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also download 
the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the ENVI 
Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any publication 
please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The European 

Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the area of 
environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest publications on the 
European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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