
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

 

Dear all, 

 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
15, 16 and 23 March. 

After the success of the Joint hearing on 25 
February on boosting the production of 
COVID-19 vaccines during which we 
gathered CEOs of pharmaceutical 
companies, the Commission and civil 
society - the only Parliament that was able 

to do so - ENVI will continue in the next weeks to focus on the EU response to 
the pandemic.  

On Monday 15 March we will hold an exchange of views with representatives 
of EMA, ECDC and WHO on COVID variants and in particular on the vaccines' 
efficacy against those variants. We have also invited the Commission to present 
its communication on the HERA incubator, a public-private cooperation pooling 
knowledge and resources from the industry, the research and science 
community, the health sector and public authorities as well as regulators. This 
debate is particular important in order to step up EU preparedness and 
response against new COVID variants.  

On Tuesday 16 March, ENVI will hold the annual exchange of views with Dr 
Ammon, the ECDC Executive Director. It will be an opportunity for Members to 
quiz the Executive Director on the latest development of the pandemic and on 
the role of the Agency, in particular in view of the consideration of the draft 
report on the Regulation regarding ECDC’s reinforcement, which will be 
presented in ENVI a week later. On Tuesday 23 March, it will be the turn of 
EMA’s Executive Director, Emer Cooke, who will give Members an update on 
the authorisation of vaccines against COVID-19. 

Food safety will be also on the spotlight in the next meetings.  On Monday 15 
March we will have an exchange of views with the Commission on the 
application of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement and its Ireland/Northern 
Ireland Protocol, taking into account the UK unilateral actions with respect to 
controls on agri-food products. On Tuesday 16 March, ENVI has invited the 
Commission to discuss the future proposal to revise feed bans, while on 
Tuesday 23 March ENVI Members will have the opportunity to discuss with the 
Commission on the latest development on pesticides. 

On Tuesday 23 March in the afternoon, ENVI will also hold two joint meeting 
with the CONT committee, where the European Court of Auditors will present 
its review on the public health response to COVID-19 and its Special report on 
Marine Environment.  

 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

 

Pascal Canfin - 15 March 2021 

 
 
 
 

MEETING ITEMS 

 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

 

Votes: 

• Draft opinion on the protection of workers: Vote on amendments (15/03) 
and final vote (16/03) 

• Early non-objection on a Delegated act amending the current Variation 
Regulation (EC) 1234/2008 – simple vote (16/03) 

Considerations 

• Consideration of draft report on Amending Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 
establishing a European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
(23/03) 

Exchange of views 

 Exchange of views with EMA, ECDC and WHO on COVID variants and the 
vaccines' efficacy against the variants (15/03) 

 Communication by the Commission on the HERA Incubator: Anticipating 
together the threat of COVID-19 variants (15/03) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the application of the 
Withdrawal Agreement and its Ireland / Northern Ireland Protocol and UK 
unilateral actions with respect to controls on agri-food products (15/03) 

 Presentation of the Commission proposal amending the Official Controls 
Regulation on animals and products of animal origin exported from third 
Countries to the EU to ensure compliance with the prohibition of certain 
uses of antimicrobials (15/03) 

 Annual exchange of views with ECDC Executive Director, Dr Ammon  
(16/03) 

 Update by the Commission on aviation's climate impact (16/03) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the future proposal to revise 
the feed ban (rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain 
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies) (16/03) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the issue of export of 
pesticides that have been banned in the EU and the setting of MRLs for 
pesticides banned in the EU (23/03) 

 Update on authorisation of COVID-19 vaccines with EMA Executive 
Director, Emer Cooke (23/03) 

 Joint CONT-ENVI presentation of ECA Special Report 26/2020 (Marine 
Environment) (23/03) 

 Joint CONT-ENVI-BUDG presentation of ECA review 1/2021 on the public 
health response to COVID (23/03) 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

VOTES 

 

Protection of workers from exposure to 
carcinogens or mutagens 

ENVI will vote on the draft opinion to the 
EMPL report on the revision of Directive 
2004/37/EC on the protection of workers 
from the risks related to exposure to 
carcinogens or mutagens at work (CMD). This 
Directive sets minimum requirements to 

eliminate or reduce exposure for all carcinogens and mutagens falling under its 
scope. Employers must identify and assess risks to workers associated with 
exposure to specific carcinogens and mutagens, and must prevent exposure 
where risks occur. Many of the 108 amendments tabled to the draft opinion 
seek to bring reprotoxic substances within the scope of the Directive, while 
others address issues such as cobalt or hazardous medical products. 
Rapporteur: MÉLIN (ID) 
Shadows: FRANSSEN (EPP), PLUMB (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), METZ 
(GREENS), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), BOMPARD (The Left) 
 

Early non-objection to a Delegated act amending 
the current Variation Regulation  

ENVI will vote on an early non-objection 
procedure on a delegated act amending 
the current “Variation Regulation”. The 
variation system for medicinal products 
provides a regulatory framework for the 
handling of changes to the marketing 
authorisation after the initial marketing 
authorisation has been granted. In order 

for the vaccines to maintain their effectiveness against mutations or variants of 
the virus that may evolve over time, adaptations to the active substance of 
those vaccines are needed. The purpose of this delegated act is to allow for a 
simpler and easier regulatory process, both for regulatory authorities and 
vaccine developers. The amended Variation Regulation should enter into 
application as a matter of urgency, i.e. by 26 April, to ensure that vaccine 
developers which are starting to prepare their vaccines for variants, as well as 
regulators, can make full use of this adapted system.  The delegated act is one 
of the measures announced in the recent Commission Communication "HERA 
Incubator: Anticipating together the threat of COVID-19 variants”. 
Rapporteur: CANFIN (Chair) 
 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft report on Amending Regulation (EC) No 
851/2004 establishing a European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

ENVI will hold the consideration of the draft report on 
the Commission proposal to strengthen the ECDC with 
the aim to increase the EU preparedness to health 
threats. In her draft report, the Rapporteur prioritises 
workable and pragmatic solutions to improve 
cooperation, exchange of information, expertise and 
best practices between national authorities and the 

Commission, the Health Security Committee and the ECDC itself, in order to 
enable better preparedness and response coordination. She stresses the 

importance of transparency and accountability between the Member States 
and the EU, while preserving the exclusive competences of the Member States. 
On the new tasks for the ECDC, such as detecting, monitoring and reporting on 
threats to substances of human origin (blood, organs, tissues and cells), the 
Rapporteur suggests that the participation by Member States in the dedicated 
networks should be voluntary in the first phase. 

Rapporteur: KOPCIŃSKA (ECR) 
Shadows: KANEV (EPP), RÓNAI (S&D), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), MÉLIN (ID), 
RIVASI (Greens/EFA), KONEČNÁ (The Left) 
 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

COVID variants and the vaccines' efficacy against 
the variants with EMA, ECDC and WHO 

ENVI will hold an exchange of views with 
representatives from EMA, ECDC and WHO on 
COVID variants and in particular the vaccines' 
efficacy against them. As Member States 
advance in their vaccinations plans, it is key 
that they prepare and plan for new COVID 
variants. During the exchange of views, ENVI 

Members will have the opportunity to quiz experts on the latest scientific 
knowledge as regards to variants, both at the EU level and at the global level.  

HERA Incubator: Anticipating together the threat of 
COVID-19 variants  

ENVI has invited the Commission to present 
the HERA Incubator communication 
published on 17 February 2021. The HERA 
Incubator is a bio-defence preparedness plan 
that will be established and operated by the 
Commission to access and mobilise all means 
and resources necessary, inter alia, to 

prevent, mitigate and respond to the potential impact of variants. HERA will 
work with the ECDC to ensure sufficient and effective sequencing capacity in 
Member States. A legislative proposal to establish the EU Health Emergency 
preparedness and Response Authority (HERA) is foreseen to be adopted by the 
Commission in the fourth quarter of 2021.  

Controls on agri-food products under EU-UK 
withdrawal agreement: Exchange with the 
Commission 

The Commission will update ENVI Members on 
the state of play of the application of the EU-UK 
withdrawal agreement as regards agri-food 
products. On 3 March the UK announced 
unilaterally that it would extend the grace period 
for post-Brexit supermarket agri-food 
movements from Great Britain to Northern 

Ireland until October. The UK and the EU had previously agreed to extend by 
three months (i.e. end of March 2021) the grace period for agri-food products. 
The Commission considers the UK’s unilateral action as a breach of the EU-UK 
withdrawal agreement. The debate is particular relevant as the European 
Parliament is expected to adopt its consent to the EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement. For the time being the Conference of Presidents has 
postponed its decision on a date for the consent procedure, thereby 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197455
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38595
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197839
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197584
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


 

demonstrating that such unilateral actions by the UK could have serious 
consequences also on the future relations between the EU and the UK.  

Amendment of Official Controls Regulation on 
animals and products of animal origin imported 
from third countries  

The Commission will present its proposal to 
amend just one single article (Article 1) of the 
Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625 to 
verify compliance of imported animals and 
products of animal origin with Regulation (EU) 
2019/6 on veterinary medicinal products 
(“VMP”). The prohibitions against using 

antimicrobials for growth promotion and yield increase and the ban on using 
antimicrobials reserved for treatments in humans in the VMP Regulation are 
key elements of the EU policy to tackle antimicrobial resistance (AMR).  During 
the inter-institutional negotiations, the Parliament and the Council extended 
these prohibitions in the VMP Regulation to animals and products of animal 
origin imported to the EU.  

Annual exchange of views with Dr. Ammon, ECDC 
Executive Director 

ENVI will hold its annual exchange of views with 
ECDC Executive Director, Dr Andrea Ammon. The 
exchange of views will be an opportunity for ENVI 
Members to be updated on the core ECDC activities, 
such as: surveillance, epidemic intelligence, 
response, scientific advice, microbiology, 

preparedness, public health training, international relations and health 
communication.  

Update by the Commission on aviation's climate 
impact 

 The Commission will update ENVI Members on the 
impact of aviation on climate.  As part of the 2017-
revision of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) 
regarding aviation, the co-legislators tasked the 
European Commission with presenting “an updated 

analysis of the non-CO2 effects of aviation, accompanied, where appropriate, 
by a proposal on how best to address those effects”. A report was therefore 
commissioned by the Commission to the European Union Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA). The report, adopted on 23 November 2020, captures the much-
evolved scientific understanding, presenting an updated analysis of the main 
climate impacts associated with air traffic, besides CO2 emissions. 

Export of banned pesticides: Exchange of views 
with the Commission 

ENVI will hold an exchange of views with the 
Commission on the issue of the export of pesticides 
that have been banned in the EU to other countries 
and the concerns raised by recent studies on their 
adverse effect on health and the environment.  The 
Commission will present its views on the issue, 

including in relation to the application of the EU legal framework covering 
pesticides, and in particular on setting the maximum residue limits (MRL) for 
pesticides banned in the EU, as well as the implementation of the “Farm to Fork 
Strategy”. 

Authorisation of COVID-19 vaccines: update by 
Emer Cooke, EMA Executive Director  

EMA’s Executive Director, Emer Cooke, will update 
Members on the latest developments regarding 
COVID-19 vaccines authorisations. On 11 March EMA 
authorised the Janssen’s vaccine (Johnson&Johnson). 
While several other vaccines are currently under EMA 
rolling review, including the Russian Sputnik V (Gam-

COVID-Vac), EMA has so far authorised four vaccines against COVD-19 
developed respectively by BioNTech and Pfizer, Moderna,  AstraZeneca and 
Johnson&Johnson. 

 

 NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and 
data reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 In-depth analysis on issues of access to medicinal products 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

European Climate and Health Observatory 

The Observatory is a joint project of the 
European Commission, the EEA and other 
contributors, which is hosted on Climate-

ADAPT by the EEA. It is the first concrete deliverable of the European 
Commission’s new EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change. This Strategy, 
which was announced in the European Green Deal, is a key component in 
making Europe climate-neutral and climate-resilient by 2050. More 
information here. 

 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

EMA and Health Canada collaboratively 
published on 2 March the full clinical data 
reviewed as part of their authorisations of 
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. The clinical 
data for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 

is expected to be published shortly. EMA is also conducting a review of 
Celltrion’s monoclonal antibody regdanvimab (CT-P59) to support national 
authorities who may decide on the use of this medicine for COVID-19 prior to 
authorisation. EMA’s human medicines committee (CHMP) will look at data on 
how well the medicine prevents COVID-19 from becoming severe or reduces 
hospitalisation and admission to intensive care units.  EMA's CHMP has started 
a rolling review of Sputnik V (Gam-COVID-Vac), a COVID-19 vaccine developed 
by Russia’s Gamaleya National Centre of Epidemiology and Microbiology. The 
EU applicant for this medicine is R-Pharm Germany GmbH.  

More information: 
EMA reviewing data on monoclonal antibody use for COVID-19  
EMA review of regdanvimab for COVID-19 to support national decisions on 
early use  
EMA starts rolling review of the Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine  
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

As the European Commission intends to submit by the 
end of 2022 a proposal for harmonised mandatory 
front-of-pack nutrition labelling and for the setting of 

nutrient profiles, it has asked EFSA to provide by March 2022 scientific advice 
on the development of such a labelling system and on the setting of conditions 
for using nutrition and health claims on foods. More information here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  

ECHA speeds up compliance checks of chemicals 
By checking similar chemicals in groups ECHA has 
become more efficient in selecting substances for 

assessment. This is one more step towards achieving the legal goal of checking 
the compliance of 20 % of all registration dossiers. In 2020, ECHA checked 1 900 
substances and conducted 271 compliance checks addressing 258 substances 
in 240 draft decisions. This led to 1 365 requests to generate information for 
further clarification regarding the long-term effects on human health or the 
environment (like effects on the development of unborn children, reproductive 
toxicity or genetic mutations) or regarding persistent, bio-accumulative and 
toxic properties of chemicals in the environment. More info here  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) On 5 Mar 2021 the ECDC released operational 

guidance to support countries in their efforts and to 
harmonise the overall approach taken to HIV pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) in the EU/EEA and the UK. 

PrEP for HIV is the use of antiretroviral medication, taken to prevent the 
acquisition of HIV infection. Despite a steady decline in HIV diagnoses since 
2015, a further and substantial reduction in HIV incidence is required if Europe 
is to meet the target to end the epidemic of AIDS by 2030 as defined in the 
SDGs. The guidance is structured around 10 core principles of effective PrEP 
programmes. More info here. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 15 April (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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