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On 25 November, the Delegation for relations

with the countries of Southeast Asia (D-ASE)

and the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) met to discuss EU-ASEAN

relations, notably connectivity challenges.

EU-Asia connectivity

The meeting, chaired by Delegation Chair Daniel Caspary and Vice Chair Marianne Vind, brought together MEPs,

all ten Ambassadors of the ASEAN countries to the EU as well as representatives from the EEAS and the

European Commission. AFET rapporteur Reinhard Bütikofer, Chair of the Delegation for Relations with the

People's Republic of China (D-CN), presented the draft report on EU-Asia connectivity, while European

Commission DG Trade shared their input from a trade perspective.

Upgrading the strategic partnership

The pandemic is not only having significant health and economic consequences, it also discloses the dependency

on connectivity, illustrating, in this case, the need to strengthen EU-ASEAN links. Singapore, as current Chair of

the ASEAN Ambassadors in Brussels and ASEAN coordinator for EU-ASEAN relations, underlined that both

regional organisations advocate a rule-based international order and multilateralism.

The EEAS representative emphasized the political momentum to strengthen regional cooperation between the

two blocks and to upgrade the Strategic Partnership. In the discussion, two main objectives to be pursued

emerged: a Comprehensive Air Transport Agreement (CATA) and a region-to-region Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

The European Parliament aims in particular at strengthening the relations with the ASEAN parliaments by

creating a regular region-to-region dialogue.
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On 1 December, ASEAN-EU foreign ministers also gathered during the 23rd ministerial meeting, to progress and

deepen relations between the two regions. The meeting was co-chaired by Singapore’s Minister for Foreign

Affairs Vivian Balakrishnan, and EU VP/HR Josep Borrell, and underlined the potential opportunities for the

transport, energy, and digital sectors.

Josep Borrell recalled the strategic importance of the partnership. He recognised efforts to further enhance two-

way trade and investment flows between ASEAN and the EU to boost confidence, improve economic stability,

also to support the region's post-pandemic recovery process.

The role of global trade

Both meetings discussed the essential role of global trade to recover from the economic consequences of the

pandemic and the need to rebuild a more resilient and sustainable economy, rather than to implement

protectionist measures. ASEAN expressed appreciation for the EU’s “Team Europe” package of over EUR 800

million that aims to combat the spread of COVID-19 and mitigate its impact.

Regarding the Free Trade Agreement, both regions committed to further efforts towards creating a practical

framework for an ambitious ASEAN-EU partnership.

To ensure better access to opportunities in the region's market, the European Union started negotiations with

ASEAN for a region-to-region free trade agreement (FTA) in 2007.

 

More information: 

D-ASE website  

Ministerial statement on connectivity
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