
Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue 

On 22 March 2021, the Delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association 

Parliamentary Committee (D-RS) and the Delegation for relations with Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Kosovo (D-SEE), held their first joint meeting with EU Special Representative 
for the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and other Western Balkan regional issues, Miroslav Lajčák, 

to discuss the latest developments and the way forward in the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and 
other regional issues. 
 

The session, co-chaired by D-RS Chair, Tanja Fajon, and D-SEE Chair, Romeo Franz, was an 
occasion to take stock of the EUSR’s first one-year mandate and explore avenues on how to 
move forward the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue process. MEPs agreed that more joint meetings 

could take place in the future. 

The EP reports on Kosovo and Serbia 

EP Rapporteur for Kosovo, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, highlighted the coordination of the 
two EP reports on Kosovo and Serbia on paragraphs related to the Dialogue. She stressed the 
importance of equal participation of women in the negotiations and the significance of local 

ownership of the Dialogue, while also underlining the importance of the full involvement of 

parliaments in the process and of good communication on the Dialogue.  

EP Rapporteur for Serbia, Vladimír Bilčík, underscored the significance of the close 
cooperation between the rapporteurs in drafting their reports, as a sign of a common and 
strong European voice. He further asked about the role of the US in the Dialogue, a possible 

timeline and the role of parliaments. 

Issues raised by other MEPs 

 D-RS Chair, Tanja Fajon, stressed the importance of the EU’s commitment to deliver 
on visa liberalisation for Kosovo; 

 MEP Tonino Picula enquired about the ramifications of the Washington Agreement, 

commented on the EU’s damaged reputation and the attacks on civil society 
organisations, media and political opposition in Serbia; 

 MEP Thomas Waitz insisted on a citizens-based approach rather than on focusing 

on ethnicity as in Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

 MEP Franc Bogovič expressed concern over the EU’s lack of credibility and the 
increasing visibility of Russia and China in the region. 

 MEP Rainer Wieland emphasised that the EU and the EP needed to adopt a more 

direct and people-friendly approach in their communication. 



 D-SEE Chair, Romeo Franz, asked EUSR Lajčák to develop publicly visible activities 
in order to increase the overall transparency of the process.  

Need for a more credible and visible EU 

EU Special Representative (EUSR), Miroslav Lajčák, highlighted the delicate nature of the 
negotiations and emphasized the importance of striking a balance between confidentiality 

and transparency. Invoking the principle “nothing is agreed until everything is agreed”, he 
argued that it would be dangerous to prematurely disclose already negotiated texts, adding 
that he tries to be as transparent as possible without compromising the confidentiality of the 

negotiations. 

The EUSR was deeply concerned about the EU’s declining credibility and poor visibility in the 

Western Balkans and stressed that the region’s EU orientation should be welcomed. In this 
sense , he urged the EP as an active enlargement supporter to continue its inter-parliamentary 

work and to help amplify the EU’s commitment and messages to the whole region.  

On EU-US cooperation, the EUSR confirmed that there were no parallel processes and that 
the new US administration shared the EU’s objective and supported the EU’s role and th e 

Dialogue. However, the EU should take on a leadership role and prove that it is a capable 

foreign policy player. 

 


