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Words by the Chair

Dear colleagues,

Votes on 13 April

Dossier

Rapporteur

Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament
and of the Council establishing Horizon Europe – the
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation,
laying down its rules for participation and
dissemination

Dan Nica

The Committee will hold a
discussion
on
two
priority
legislative files: the European data
governance (Data Governance
Act) and the review of the
guidelines for trans-European
energy
infrastructure.
The
rapporteurs will present their draft
reports.

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading

To respond to the growing threats
posed by digitalisation and cyberattacks, the Commission has
submitted a proposal to replace
the NIS Directive. We are looking
forward to an exchange of views
with the Commission regarding
these new measures.

Adoption of draft report

Furthermore,
we
shall
be
considering later this year a
comprehensive update of the
energy policy framework aiming to
facilitate the transition from fossil
fuels to cleaner energy and to
deliver on the EU’s Paris
Agreement commitments and our
climate ambitions. In line with this,
the ITRE Committee will be
holding a public hearing on the
“Decarbonisation of the energy
system” where we have invited a
panel of distinguished experts.
The COVID-19 crisis affected the
EU27 economy and triggered
unprecedented policy responses
across Europe and the globe. To
help us better assess the impact
on the industry, we have asked the
Policy Department for Economic,
Scientific and Quality of Life
Policies
of
the
European
Parliament for a dedicated study
that we shall be discussing during
our next meeting.

Proposal for a decision of the European Parliament
and of the Council on establishing the specific
programme implementing Horizon Europe – the
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation

Establishing the Digital Europe programme for the
period 2021-2027

Vote in
Plenary:
April

Christian Ehler

Vote in
Plenary:
April

Valter Flego

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading

Establishing the European Defence Fund

Vote in
plenary

Vote in
Plenary:
April

Zdzisław
Krasnodębski

Vote in
Plenary:

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading
April

News and events

Consideration of draft reports
The following legislative reports will be presented in the Committee by the respective
rapporteurs:
European data governance (Data Governance Act). Rapporteur: Angelika Niebler (EPP)
Guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure and repealing Regulation (EU) No
347/2013. Rapporteur: Zdzisław Krasnodębski (ECR)

We have also invited the
Commission to present its action
plan on synergies between civil,
defence and space industries. We
are looking forward to find out how
we
can
help
increase
complementarity between relevant
EU programmes, promoting EU
funding
for
research
and
development on defence and
space for the economy at large
(spin-offs) as well as facilitating the
use of civil industry research
achievements and civil-driven
innovation in European defence
cooperation projects (spin-ins). We
also welcome three flagship
projects of particular interest to our
Committee. These three possible
game changers are: ‘EU drone
technologies’, ‘EU space-based
global secure communications
system and ‘Space Traffic
Management’.
Cristian-Silviu Buşoi

NEWS FROM THE POLICY
DEPARTMENT A
Recent publications:
Study: Impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on EU industries
Study: Budget and staffing
needs at the Agency for the
Cooperation
of
Energy
Regulators (ACER)
Study:
Disinformation
and
Science:
Report
of
an
investigation into gullibility of
false science news in central
European countries
Briefing: COVID-19: List of the
measures taken in relation to the
ITRE remit May-June 2020
Study:
industries

Energy-intensive

Study: Opportunities of Artificial
Intelligence
Study: SME focus - Long term
strategy for the European
industrial future

Exchange of views with the Commission - Measures for a
high common level of cybersecurity across the Union,
repealing Directive (EU) 2016/1148
The ITRE Committee will have an exchange of views on
13 April 2021 with the Commission. The directive on
measures for a high common level of cybersecurity across
the Union (NIS 2), repeals and replaces the original NIS
Directive of 2016 that was the first EU legislative act
tackling cybersecurity. The proposal mirrors the changed
cyber environment and takes account of the experience gained with the implementation of the
NIS by the Member States.
The goal of the draft NIS 2 directive is to increase the level of cyber-resilience by expanding
the scope to new sectors based on their criticality to the economy and society. A major
change of draft NIS 2 Directive is the elimination of the former distinction between operators of
essential services (OES) and digital services providers (DSP). In NIS 2, entities - public or
private - are classified based on their importance and divided into "essential" and "important"
which are subject to different supervisory regimes. The proposal includes an ex-ante
supervisory regime for essential entities and an ex-post supervisory regime for important
entities.
The draft NIS 2 Directive also aims to reduce the inconsistencies by further aligning the
reporting requirements as well as national supervision and enforcement obligations. The
proposal intends to improve the level of joint situational awareness and the collective
capability to prepare and respond by establishing a clear basis for shared responsibilities
/accountability, mechanisms aimed at fostering more trust among Member States as well as
incentives for sharing information. Furthermore, the draft NIS Directive strengthens the role of
the NIS Cooperation group and ENISA. In addition, the proposal establishes the European
Cyber Crises Liaison Organisation Network that shall support the coordinated management of
large-scale cybersecurity incidents and crises.
Public hearing - Decarbonisation of the energy system
The ITRE Committee will hold a public hearing on
“Decarbonisation of the energy system” on 13 April 2021
with the aim of engaging in an open debate about the main
challenges that the Union energy sector is facing in the
context of reaching climate neutrality by 2050, with input
from experts with different views on the sector (private
companies, academia, public bodies and EU association
representing consumers).
Distinguished experts panel:
Ms Camilla Palladino, Executive Vice President Corporate Strategy & Investor Relations,
SNAM, Italy
Dr. Nelson Lage, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Portuguese Agency for Energy (ADENE)
Mr Martin Neubert, Executive Vice President, Ørsted, Denmark
Mr Mark Jacobson, Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Senior Fellow at the
Woods Institute for the Environment, Stanford University, US
Ms Stavroula Pappa, LLM, Project manager, European federation of citizen energy
cooperatives (REScoop.eu)
State of play of secondary legislation based on the Clean
Energy for All package
The ITRE Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 13
April 2021 with a representative of DG ENER on the state
of play of the preparation of the delegated and
implementing acts provided for in the legal acts included in
the 'Clean Energy for All' package.
The Clean Energy for all Europeans package is a set of
eight legislative acts on the energy performance of buildings, renewable energy, energy
efficiency, governance of the Energy Union and electricity market design. The European
Commission published its initial proposal for the package in November 2016, which was
completed in June 2019 after interinstitutional negotiations. This comprehensive update of the
energy policy framework aims at facilitating the transition away from fossil fuels towards
cleaner energy and to deliver on the EU’s Paris Agreement commitments for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. The new rules are to bring considerable benefits from a
consumer, environmental, and economic perspective. By coordinating these changes at EU
level the legislation also underlines EU leadership in tackling global warming and provides an
important contribution to the EU’s goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050.

Presentation of the Study on the Impact of COVID-19 on
EU Industry
On 13 April 2021, the ITRE Committee will hear the
presentation of the 'Study on the Impact of COVID-19 on
EU Industry'. At the request of the Committee on Industry,
Research and Energy (ITRE), the Policy Department for
Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies of the EP
provided a study that aims to address the impact of COVID-

19 on the EU economy as a whole and across sectors, the
impact on strategic value chains and the necessary
recovery measures to meet the needs of the EU industry.
The COVID-19 crisis has had a substantial impact on the EU27 economy and triggered
unprecedented policy responses across Europe and the globe.
Link to the study.
Presentation of the Action plan on synergies between civil,
defence and space industries
The ITRE committee invited the Commission to present its
action plan on 13 April 2021. There is a longstanding de
facto mutual use of research results and interfaces
between the space, civil and defence sectors. The action
plan on synergies between civil, defence and space industries that was announced by the
Commission in its Industrial Strategy for Europe back in March 2020, aims to further enhance
and shape these interfaces to the maximum extent.
The action plan is built upon three overall objectives: enhancing complementarity between
relevant EU programmes/instruments (synergies), promoting EU funding for research and
development on defence and space for the economy at large (spin-offs) as well as facilitating
the use of civil industry research achievements and civil-driven innovation in European
defence cooperation projects (spin-ins). To this end, the Commission proposes 11 concrete
actions such as a capability-driven approach in the security sector, support of SMEs and startups as well as monitoring critical technologies in order to reduce dependencies. As part of
these actions, the Commission also announces the launch of three flagship projects of
particular interest for the ITRE committee and that are considered to be possible gamechangers: ‘EU drone technologies’, ‘EU space-based global secure communications system’
and ‘Space Traffic Management’.
Link to the Action plan.
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FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please
contact the ITRE secretariat or
visit ITRE website.
The Committee meetings are webstreamed and can be watched live
on the EP website or on Europarl
TV.
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