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I am deeply concerned about the serious obstacles and practises of the Israeli authorities
regarding the upcoming legislative elections in Palestine, including ignoring the EU’s request
to access occupied Palestine in order to observe the elections, violating the Oslo accords
once again.

There is an EU formal request to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs demanding access for
the EU exploratory mission via Israel to Palestine still pending reply since 8 February 2021,
despite continuous contact of the EU with the Israeli authorities. As the EU Representative
Sven Kühn von Burgsdorff underlined recently “this delay has considerably reduced the EU
option to observe the 22 May legislative elections”.

I reiterate that as per the Oslo accords (Annex II - Protocol concerning elections, article V,
Point 4), the European Union has a specific responsibility and obligation to act as the
coordinator for the activity of observer delegations. Therefore, I call on the Israeli authorities
to fully respect their obligations and to facilitate without any further delay an adequate EU
observer presence.

Furthermore, I urge Israel to halt immediately all ongoing attempts of disruption of the
elections process in East Jerusalem, like the very recent one (17 April 2021) highlighted by
the Office of the UE Representative, in which the Israeli authorities prevented a press
conference and arrested three Palestinian electoral candidates. I condemn these arrests and
call on the Israeli authorities to guarantee that the election campaign can take place in East
Jerusalem without any obstacles. I welcome HR/VP Borrell statement of 19 April 2021,
“reiterating the EU’s strong support for the holding of elections across all of the Palestinian
territory, including in East Jerusalem” and to this vein I urge Israel to comply with its
commitments as foreseen by the Oslo accords.
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