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Mrs. Sophie in 't Veld

Dear Mrs. Sophie in 't Veld,

Allow me to thank you on behalf of the Association of State Prosecutors of Slovenia for the
opportunity to explain the problems - pressure from the Prime Minister and insults, which we have
already indicated in our letter to the Consultative Council of European Prosecutors and the European
Commission.

I will use your invitation that we can subsequently send you some more explanations or information.

I would also like to explain in more detail why we consider the insults of state prosecutors by the
Prime Minister Janez Janša to be so problematic.

I mentioned some of his Tweets at the session, but explicitly read only one.

The Tweets posted by the Prime Minister on his Twitter account are aimed mostly at  the prosecutors
who are representing the charges against him, as the Prime Minister is also currently in criminal
proceedings. With insulting Tweets, he not only discredits individual prosecutors and insults their
family members, but, what is most problematic, by doing so he intimidates other prosecutors, who
would get a case that is contrary to the interests of the Prime Minister, as he clearly wants to
influence their decisions. This can, however, certainly affect also the independence of the courts.

The desire of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia to control state prosecutors is also
reflected in the non-appointment of candidates for new prosecutors or in the non-promotion to



higher titles for candidates who do not suit him for various reasons already mentioned. For him, the
legal procedure, which I mentioned at the session and on the basis of which the State Prosecutorial
Council selects the candidates, is obviously of utterly secondary importance.

Lately, I have been noticing that experienced state prosecutors are opting for other functions and
leaving the state prosecutor's organization. So there will be even fewer of us. I wonder if it may not
be in the interest of the Prime Minister to make the State Prosecutor's Office as weak as possible,
while at the same time, by making unnecessary changes to the legislation already mentioned,
tightening the working conditions of state prosecutors and depriving them of their autonomy.
Namely, due to the decreasing number of state prosecutors and ever shorter deadlines within which
they have to make prosecutorial decisions, colleagues are much more burdened and it is already
physically difficult for them to perform their work.

You asked me if the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia is not aware that the EPPO is an
entirely independent body. Apparently he doesn't care. Moreover, shortly after the end of the
session on Friday, the National Assembly confirmed an amendment to the State Prosecutor's Office
Act, proposed by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia, in the part of tightening the conditions
for knowledge of a foreign language. So now in our legislation the condition for a candidate who
wants to run for the position of a delegated prosecutor is knowledge of a foreign language at the
level C1, which is much higher than the requirements of the EPPO. This change should not affect the
choice of my two colleagues, as one colleague has a certificate of proficiency in English at level C2,
and the other colleague demonstrated proficiency in English at a similar level with various evidence,
but the Government did not accept the proposal that the change does not apply for an already
selected candidate, i.e. retroactively. Nevertheless, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia does
not want to familiarize itself with the candidate's names. It is now examining the circumstances of
the procedure itself. It is obvious that, for the reason we mentioned in the previous letter, the
candidates are not to the liking of the Prime Minister and he will obviously do everything not to pass
on their names.

Insults and discrediting of prosecutors are, as expected continuing. After my appearance at the LIBE
session on Friday, an article appeared in the newspaper Demokracija and on the Twitter profile of
the weekly paper Demokracija discrediting me. Demokracija is a weekly paper owned by Nova
obzorja d.o.o. The owner is Dejan Kaloh, a deputy in the National Assembly of a party SDS, whose
president is Janez Janša.



All of the above mentioned further confirms the merits of our letter and the decision for a debate in
the European Parliament.

On behalf of the ASPS Executive Committee, yours sincerely

Mirjam Kline

President of the ASPS

Ljubljana, 31. 3. 2021


