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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION TO THE EU-RUSSIA

PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE, MEP Ryszard CZARNECKI

on the Russian government decision to ban the entry in the Russian Federation of

European Parliament’s President David Sassoli and seven other high officials of

the European Union and its Member States

Brussels, 3 May 2021 - “I firmly condemn the unfair and unjustified decision of the Russian

government of 30 April 2021 to ban the entry of eight European Union nationals into the

territory of the Russian Federation. The Russian authorities’ decision reflects their lack of will

to cooperate and maintain a constructive dialogue to overcome the low peak of our bilateral

relations. Moreover, once again, the Russian sanctions against European Union nationals, as

opposed to the restrictive measures adopted by the European Union, are issued without any

justification and do not offer any means of redress.

The fact that the European Parliament President, David Sassoli is among the persons sanctioned

represents a new direct provocation to the European Union. By targeting President Sassoli, the

Russian Government is showing disrespect to the European Union’s directly elected institution,

the European Parliament, and subsequently to all European Union citizens.

The Russian Government does not tolerate that any institution criticises its poor and

deteriorating record of limiting the fundamental freedoms of its own citizens and its regrettable

behaviour in our common neighbourhood. However, criticism is a natural part of the dialogue

between partners, and it is in the European Parliament’s core spirit to call for the respect of

human rights across the world and the preservation of international law.

Despite the fact that the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee has not met since
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the 2014 Russian illegal annexation of Crimea and the Russian support to the rebels in the

Ukrainian region of Donbas, the dialogue between Russian Members of Parliament and

Members of the European Parliament has never disappeared completely. Regrettably, the

Russian authorities seemed to think that it was not worthy to consult our peers, the Russian

Members of the State Duma and the Federation Council, before taking the drastic decision of

30 April 2021 that affects the future of the relations between our two Parliaments.”

For further information contact:
Office of Mr Ryszard CZARNECKI, tel. +32 2 284 54 41, e-mail: ryszard.czarnecki@ep.europa.eu
Russia and Eastern Partnership Unit, tel. +32 2 283 20 12, e-mail: D-RU@europarl.europa.eu
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