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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR

Dear readers,

We have a very
interesting meeting
day ahead on
Monday.

The first item on the agenda is a discussion with
Mikhail KHODORKOVSKY, founder of Dossier
Center, an investigative project that tracks the
criminal activity of people associated with the
Kremlin. Arrested in 2003, sentenced to fourteen
years in prison, released through a Presidential
pardon decree in 2013 thanks to international
pressure, Mr Khodorkovsky became a strong
advocate for reforms of the Russian civil society. |
am happy to welcome him in INGE and find out
about his investigative work on concrete cases of
Russian interference in EU Member States.

Up next, we will vote on a draft question for oral
answer for VP/HR Josep BORRELL, to follow up on
the meeting we had with him in March.

We will dedicate the rest of the meeting to the links
between online platforms and foreign interference.
First, our Rapporteur Ms Sandra KALNIETE will
present her working document on the topic. After
this, we have a hearing on the role of social media
platforms in  spreading and  developing
disinformation and for detecting and countering it.
I am happy to announce that we will interact with
representatives from Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube. The regulation of online platforms is key
and we will have many questions to ask obviously.
Looking forward to seeing if we can have responses!

Raphaél GLUCKSMANN

WORDS FROM THE RAPPORTEUR

One thing is clear; platforms have not been able to
regulate themselves in a way that stops hostile
actors from using them for interference. In my
working document, | describe how the current
design of online platforms makes it too easy to
attack and hurt us, both as individuals and as a
democratic society.

To just mention a few examples:

Platforms collect and process massive amounts of
very private data but we have very little information
about how. Manipulation is easy and with few or no
consequences. Leaks happen repeatedly and our
data is for sale to those wanting to target us.

The possibilities to harass people online are endless.
Too many important voices are threatened to
silence. Platforms do not sanction the perpetrators
enough, even when the threats are reported.

The current use of algorithms is another problem.
They help disinformation sites get funding,
radicalise individuals and promote the spread of
polarising content - on the expense of quality
journalism and genuine debates.

Many of the measures against this abuse only work
in English or a handful of very large languages.
Platforms have many benefits for us as society and
individuals. We must not let the dark side of the
platforms poison them so that we have to stop using
them altogether.

| look forward to discuss my first
findings with the committee and
after that with the representatives
from Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube.

Sandra KALNIETE
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ON THE AGENDA

10 May

Exchange of views with Mr  Mikhail
KHODORKOVSKY — 13.00-14.00 (Semi-remote
meeting via room: ANTALL 6Q2)

The meeting with Mr Mikhail KHODORKOVSKY will
be held in association with the Committee on
Foreign Affairs (AFET) and the Delegation to the EU-
Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (D-
RU).

This meeting is a follow-up to the hearing on
Russian state interference on 1 February this year.

Mr Mikhail KHODORKOVSKY is the funder of the
Dossier Center and former CEO of the Russian oil
company Yukos.

In 2001, the philanthropist and former oligarch
established the Open Russia Foundation aiming for
a stronger civil society in Russia. The critic of
Vladimir PUTIN was imprisoned in 2003 on charges
of fraud and tax evasion. Mr KHODORKOVSKY
denied the charges and Amnesty International
declared him a prisoner of conscience. He was
pardoned by President PUTIN and released in 2013.
In 2014, the Hague Permanent Court of Arbitration
ruled that the Russian Government had violated
international law by taking Yukos from its
shareholders for political purposes.

Mr KHODORKOVSKY continues to advocate for
democratic change in Russia and uncovers criminal
activity of various people associated with the
Kremlin through the investigative project Dossier
Center.

Vote on question for oral answer - 15.45-16.45

At the beginning of the second part of the meeting,
the remote voting on the adoption of the question
for oral answer to the Vice-President/High
Representative Josep BORRELL regarding foreign
interference in democratic processes is opened. The
voting ends at 16.45.

Presentation of the 3™ Working Document - 15.45-
16.45

The 3™ Working Document is called “Foreign
interference using online platforms — threats, risks
and remedies” and will be presented by INGE
Rapporteur Sandra KALNIETE.

Hearing on the “Role of Social Media Platforms for
spreading and developing disinformation and for
detecting and countering it” - 16.45-18.45

The hearing will take place in association with the
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
and the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection (IMCO).

Invited experts:

Mr Nathaniel GLEICHER is the Head of Security
Policy at Facebook and senior associate at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies.

The engineer and lawyer focuses in his work on the
intersection of technology, policy, and law. He has
taught computer programming, built and secured
computer networks, prosecuted cybercrime at the
U.S. Department of Justice, and served as Director
for Cybersecurity Policy at the National Security
Council (NSC) in the White House. At the NSC, Mr
GLEICHER developed U.S. government policy on key
technology and cybersecurity challenges, including
encryption, cyber deterrence, internet governance,
and network security. After leaving government, Mr
GLEICHER served as head of cybersecurity strategy
at lllumio.

Mr Stephen TURNER is Director of EU Public Policy
at Twitter.

As Director of EU Public Policy, Mr TURNER manages
the Twitter’s relations with EU regulatory bodies,
policymakers, non-governmental organizations and
civil society organisations. He joined Twitter in early
2016 and leads on Twitter’s work across all relevant
issue areas at the EU level, including engagement in
codes of conduct on hate speech and
disinformation. Furthermore, Mr TURNER is
supporting key stakeholders from the EU political
world, to get closer to their audience using Twitter.
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Mr Marco PANCINI is the YouTube Government

Affairs and Public Policy Director for Europe. FOLLOW US

Prior to his current role, he led Google’s EU Twitter: @EP_Democracy [a]
Commission and Council team in Brussels as Live webstreaming:

Director for public policy and Government relations.
Furthermore, he served as European policy counsel
in charge of government relations for Google in
Italy, representing Google in important
international meetings as the Internet Governance
Forum of the United Nations. From 2002 to 2007,
Mr PANCINI was Head of Legal and Trust and Safety
at eBay.it. He started his professional career as part
of the start-up project of iBazar, the first online
auction web site in Europe.

OTHER EVENTS

As part of the State of the Union conference, which
will take place on Thursday 6 and Friday 7 May, the
Chair of the INGE special committee will take partin
a panel entitled "How can democracies join forces
to combat disinformation and other foreign
interferences?”. The panel is scheduled for Friday 7
May, from 14.05 to 14.55, and will be live streamed
on the event's homepage.

EP Live multimedia library with past
events
Sign up to this newsletter
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NEXT MEETINGS

Tuesday 15 June 13.45-15.45
Hearing on: “How history, culture and education
can help counter disinformation?”

Tuesday 22 June 16.45-18.45
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