
 
 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear all, 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
10 May and 17 May. 

We will start with a public hearing on “new 
GM techniques in the food sector: impacts 
on health and the environment” gathering 
experts in the field, from academics, 
institutions as well as representative of 
consumers, to assess and discuss the 
potential risks and impacts of new genetic 
modification techniques on health and the 

environment. During the public hearing, the Commission will also present its 
report of new genomic techniques under Union law, giving Members the 
opportunity to exchange on this important issue. 

Ahead of the upcoming adoption by the Commission of the Zero Pollution 
Action Plan for a toxic-free environment, Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, European 
Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries will come to ENVI for his 
first structured dialogue. Members will be able to question the Commissioner 
on the state of play, progress and outlook of the Commission work on his areas 
of responsibilities, in particular on the latest developments regarding the 
circular economy, the Zero Pollution Action Plan, protection of biodiversity as 
well as the future EU Forest Strategy.  

ENVI continues to be committed in stepping up the implementation of the 
Green Deal. During the meeting, we will vote on the provisional agreement on 
the European Climate Law, an essential pillar of the Green Deal, and an 
important step to achieve carbon neutrality for Europe and to succeed in the 
green transition. Moreover, on 17 May, we will discuss the recently proposed 
taxonomy climate delegated act with Mrs McGuinness, Commissioner for 
Financial Services, Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union, in a joint 
meeting with the ECON Committee. The EU Taxonomy legislation is part of the 
EU's overall efforts to reach the objectives of the European Green Deal and 
make Europe climate-neutral by 2050. It is an important tool to help companies 
and investors make sustainable investment decisions. The taxonomy climate 
delegated act introduces performance criteria for determining - within each 
sector covered - which economic activities make a substantial contribution to 
the Green Deal objectives. 

Health will be also in the spotlight during the meeting on 10 May. First, I will 
report to the committee on the encouraging first kick-off trilogue on the Health 
Technology Assessment (HTA) Directive. Moreover, the Commission will come 
for the first time to present in ENVI the outcome of the proceedings of the 
EU4Health Steering Group and the results of the consultation of stakeholders, 
that the Commission has to undertake in order to adopt the work programme. 
The presentation to the Parliament, before the adoption of the work 
programme by the Commission, is an obligation that was successfully 
introduced by Parliament during the negotiations with Council. The exchange 
of views will be an opportunity for Members to give feedback on the 
preparatory work done by the Commission so far. 

Finally, Member will discuss the ENVI draft opinion on the AGRI implementation 
report on -farm animal welfare, concerning the species for which specific 
legislation currently exists, such as laying hens, chickens kept for meat 
production, calves and pigs. 

 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 10 May  2021 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

 

Votes: 

• Establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law): Vote on the 
provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations 
(10/05) 

Considerations 

• Implementation report on on-farm animal welfare (10/05) 

Exchange of views 

 Exchange of views with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for 
Environment, Oceans and Fisheries (structured dialogue) (10/05) 

 Presentation by the Commission of the outcomes of the proceedings of the 
EU4Health Steering Group and the consultation of stakeholders, according 
to Article 16 (4) of the EU4Health Programme (10/05) 

 Exchange of view on taxonomy delegated act with Mrs McGuinness, 
Commissioner for Financial Services, financial Stability and Capital Markets 
Union on the taxonomy delegated act (Joint ECON-ENVI meeting - 17/05) 

Public hearing 

 GM techniques in the food sector: impacts on health and the environment 
(10/05) 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

 

European Climate Law: vote on agreement from 
interinstitutional negotiations 

ENVI will vote on the provisional agreement 
reached by co-legislators on the European 
climate law. The agreement, reached on 20 
April following 6 trilogues and numerous 
technical meetings, sets an ambitious EU 
framework to achieve Europe’s carbon 
neutrality by 2050 and beyond. The Parliament 

succeeded to introduce other important issues such as the Union GHG budget, 
the issue of scientific advice and the establishment of an EU Climate Advisory 
Board, sectoral roadmaps setting players on the path to climate neutrality, 
phasing out of fossil fuels. During its 5 May 2021 meeting, COREPER approved 
the text of the provisional agreement, confirming the negotiated deal. 
Following an affirmative vote in ENVI, the file will be voted in the June II plenary 
and be ready for signature and publication in the Official Journal. 

Rapporteur: GUTELAND (S&D) 
Shadows: LIESE (EPP), TORVALDS (Renew), LIMMER (ID), BLOSS (Greens/EFA), 
ZALEWSKA (ECR), MODIG (THE LEFT) 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1927/PETER_LIESE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197449
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805


 
 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

ENVI Opinion on the implementation report on on-
farm animal welfare 

ENVI will discuss the draft opinion on the AGRI 
implementation report on on-farm animal 
welfare, which focuses on the implementation of 
the EU framework on on-farm animal welfare, 
concerning the species for which specific 
legislation currently exists, such as  laying hens, 
chickens kept for meat production, calves and 

pigs. The draft opinion highlights, inter alia, the prominent role livestock 
farming plays in EU agriculture and welcomes the Commission’s efforts to 
consolidate legislation on animal welfare. It stresses the need for correct and 
uniform application of animal welfare legislation throughout the EU and calls 
for the performance of regular and comprehensive checks.  

Rapporteur: MORTLER (EPP) 
Shadows: GUTELAND (S&D), ZACHAROPOULOU (Renew), BEIGNEUX (ID), RIPA 
(Greens/EFA), HAZEKAMP (THE LEFT) 
 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Structured dialogue with Virginijus Sinkevičius, 
Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and 
Fisheries  

ENVI has invited Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, 
European Commissioner for Environment, 
Oceans and Fisheries to come to ENVI for his 
first structured dialogue. The exchange of 
views will be an opportunity for Members to 
quiz the Commissioner on the wide range of 
issues in his areas of responsibilities, such as 

the circular economy, the Zero Pollution Action Plan, protection of biodiversity 
as well as the future EU Forest Strategy. The Commission is expected to adopt 
on 12 May its Communication on zero-pollution for water, air and soil and a 
Communication on a new approach for a sustainable blue economy in the EU.  

Taxonomy delegated act: Exchange of views on 
with Mrs McGuinness, Commissioner for Financial 
Services, financial Stability and Capital Markets 
Union - Joint meeting with ECON 
 

During an extraordinary ECON-ENVI joint 
committee (17 May), Members will have 
the opportunity to exchange views with 
Maired McGuinness, Commissioner for 
Financial Services, financial Stability and 
Capital Markets Union on the taxonomy 
climate delegated act proposed by the 
Commission on 21 April. The EU Taxonomy 

is part of the EU's overall efforts to reach the objectives of the European Green 
Deal and make Europe climate-neutral by 2050. The Taxonomy Delegated Act 
introduces performance criteria for determining - within each sector covered - 
which economic activities make a substantial contribution to the Green Deal 
objectives. It delivers the first set of technical criteria for defining activities that 
contribute substantially to climate change mitigation and adaptation. The EU 
Taxonomy aims to provide incentives to investors to finance transition projects. 
 
 

Public Hearing 

 

Public hearing on “new GM techniques in the food 
sector: impacts on health and the environment” 

 
The ENVI Committee will hold a public hearing 
on new GM techniques in the food sector, 
gathering experts in the field, from academics, 
institutions as well as representative of 
consumers, to assess and discuss the potential 
risks and impacts of new genetic modification 

techniques on health and the environment. At the opening of the event, 
Commission officials will present a report on 'novel genomic techniques' that 
was drafted following a 2018 CJEU ruling. The hearing can be followed via 
webstreaming on the ENVI website and will be also available on demand.  

 
 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 26-27 May (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Christopher Ford, Valentina Papa. Responsible assistants: Angelika Brüls, Anna Legowska. 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @AdobeStock 
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