
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear All, 

The next ENVI committee meetings will 
take place on 26-27 May and 3 June. We 
also have workshops on the 2030 climate  

target: review of Land Use, Land Use  
Change and Forestry Regulation on 25 May 
and on the extension of the Emission 
Trading System to transport emissions the 
following day. 26 May also sees a workshop 

on equal access to medicines and 
therapies.  

Wednesday’s committee meeting will begin with a discussion of the 
Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe. This seeks to ensure accessible, available 

and affordable medicines by supporting diversified and secure supply chains.  
The debate is likely to include consideration of strategies to combat rare  
diseases, paediatric cancers, neurodegenerative diseases and antimicrobia l 
resistance. It will also look at lessons to be drawn from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This will be followed by an exchange of views with the Commission about how 
to encourage the development and manufacturing of safe and effective COVID-
19 therapeutics, which, together with vaccines, play an essential role in the 
response to COVID-19 by limiting the need for hospitalisation, speeding up 

recovery times and ultimately saving lives. 

At present, remdesivir is the only therapeutic authorised at EU level for treating  
COVID-19. The exchange of views gives Members the opportunity to discuss the 
different proposals included in the strategy and link this to the committee’s  

work on a Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe. 

Wednesday will close with a joint ECON-ENVI public hearing on sustainable  
finance, taking stock of progress following the 2018 Action plan on sustainable  

finance and considering the taxonomy delegated act that we discussed with 
Commissioner McGuinness on 17 May. 

On Thursday morning, there will be a hearing on the EU strategy to reduce 
methane emissions, organised in association with the AGRI and ITRE 

committees. Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas, second only to carbon 
dioxide in its overall contribution to climate change. The hearing will consider 
how to combat methane emissions from the agricultural, energy and waste 
sectors as well as examining measurement and reporting issues.  

In the afternoon, we will have an exchange of views with Hans Bruyninckx,  
Executive Director of the European Environment Agency, about the EEA’s work 
to support environment and climate actions under European policies, the 
European Green Deal and the implementation of the eighth Environmenta l 
Action Programme.  

We will also vote on a significant report about EU biodiversity strategy that 
addresses soil degradation, the impact of climate change and the declining  
number of pollinators. It also considers funding, mainstreaming and the 

governance framework for biodiversity, calls for a Green Erasmus programme 
focused on restoration and conservation, and emphasises the need for 
international action, including with regard to ocean governance. 

Our early June meeting will include an exchange of views with the Commission 

about the 76th session of the International Maritime Organization’s Marine  
Environment Protection Committee on 10-17 June. This will discuss the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, pollution prevention and 
marine plastic litter.  

The Director General of DG ENV, Florika Fink-Hooijer, will present the  

Commission’s EU Zero pollution action plan. This looks to prevent and remedy 
air, water, soil and consumer products pollution, working towards the zero 
pollution vision for 2050. ENVI prepared resolutions on air, water and soil 
protection as input to this strategy. 

We will also hold a discussion with Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič 
on the ENVI aspects of the communication “Better regulation: joining forces to 
make better laws”. It will enable us to explore how the Commission plans to 
operationalise the one-in one-out principle in view of the priorities on the  

European Green Deal and the European Health Union; how it will implement 
the “do no significant harm” and "climate neutrality" objectives across policies;  
and how the Fit for Future platform as well as the strategic oversight “arm” of  
better regulation can take climate, the environment and health into account.  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html    

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 

account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

 

Pascal Canfin – 25 May 2021 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• EU biodiversity strategy for 2030: bringing nature back into our lives - vote 
on the amendments (27/05) and on the draft report (28/05) 

 Objection to Draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending  
Regulation (EU) No 37/2010 to classify the substance imidacloprid as 
regards its maximum residue limit in foodstuffs of animal origin - vote on 
motion for resolution (28/05) 

 Objection to Commission implementing Regulation (EU) amending  
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards the extension of the  
approval periods of several active substances, including flumioxazine - vote 
on motion for resolution (28/05) 

 Draft Report on the Official Controls Regulation  – vote on the 
amendments and final vote (03/06) 

Considerations 

• Consideration of Draft Report on a pharmaceutical strategy for Europe  
(26/05) 

• Consideration of Draft Opinion on protecting workers from asbestos 
(26/05) 

• Consideration of motion for resolution on objection to Draft Commission 
Implementing Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 37/2010 to 
classify the substance imidacloprid as regards its maximum residue limit 
in foodstuffs of animal origin (27/05) 

Exchanges of views 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on an EU strategy on COVID-19 
therapeutics (26/05) 

 Exchange of views with Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director of the 
European Environment Agency (27/05) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission in view of the forthcoming 
International Maritime Organization MEPC 76 meeting (03/06) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes


 

 Presentation of the EU Zero pollution action plan by DG Environment 
(03/06) 

 Exchange of views with Vice-President Šefčovič on the better regulation 
communication and its contribution to the European Green Deal 
objectives (03/06) 

Public hearings 

 Sustainable finance (26/05) 

 EU strategy to reduce methane emissions (27/05) 

 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

EU biodiversity strategy for 2030  
The draft report welcomes the level of 
ambition in the strategy proposed by the 
Commission and examines five direct 
drivers of biodiversity loss: changes in land 
and sea use, direct exploitation of 

organisms, climate change, pollution, and 
the invasion of species from outside of their 

natural habitat, and considers how these drivers can be addressed.  

Rapporteur: LUENA (S&D) 
Shadows: BERNHUBER (EPP), RODRÍGUEZ RAMOS (Renew), DREOSTO (ID), 
NIINISTÖ (Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), VILLUMSEN (THE LEFT) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft Report on a pharmaceutical strategy for 
Europe  

The rapporteur considers the new 
pharmaceutical strategy to be one 
of the pillars of the European Health 
Union which, if fully implemented,  
can respond to long-standing  

medical weaknesses, such as 
affordability, access and shortages. 
To increase research, the rapporteur calls for a European framework to guide  
the implementation of national strategies to combat rare diseases, paediatric 
cancers, neurodegenerative diseases and antimicrobial resistance. She also 

favours increased joint European public procurement as has been done for 
COVID-19 vaccines.  

Rapporteur: MONTSERRAT (EPP) 
Shadows: MORETTI (S&D), SØGAARD LIDELL (Renew), BALDASSARE (ID), METZ 
(GREENS), SLABAKOV (ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 
 

 

 

Draft Opinion on protecting workers from asbestos  
This initiative seeks to provide recommendations  

to the Commission regarding the safe and 
environmentally-sound detection and handling  
of asbestos. In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur 
recalls the widespread exposure to asbestos, 

despite its health risks having been known for 
decades. He calls for the complete elimination of  

asbestos, favouring coordination with other international organisations and 
third countries to achieve a global ban.   

He also recommends information campaigns about the risks and legal 
obligations related to asbestos; centres for the treating waste containing  

asbestos; phasing out of this waste in landfills; a roadmap for an asbestos-free  
environment, with priority sectors and periodic review; together with active 
involvement of the social partners and other stakeholders. 

Rapporteur: BOMPARD (THE LEFT) 
Shadows: CLUNE (EPP), ENGERER (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), MÉLIN 
(ID), TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR) 

 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

with the Commission on an EU strategy for COVID-
19 therapeutics  

The availability of COVID-19 therapeutics is  
limited across the EU and there is no common 
framework for their development and 
deployment. The Strategy covers the full 
lifecycle of medicines, aiming to improve 

cooperation with international partners to 
ensure equitable and timely access to high-quality, affordable medicines  
worldwide. The exchange of views will provide an opportunity to discuss the 
Strategy’s proposals, in view of the work on a pharmaceutical strategy for 

Europe, which covers some of these issues.  

with the Executive Director of the EEA 

The exchange with Mr Hans Bruyninckx will give ENVI a chance to discuss the 
work of the European Environment Agency (EEA) and the contribution the 
“European environment information and observation network“ (Eionet) can 

make to supporting environment and climate actions.  

with the Commission about the IMO MEPC meeting  
The agenda for the International Maritime 

Organization’s Marine Environment 
Protection Committee’s meeting, to be held 
remotely from 10 June includes issues of  
interest to ENVI such as air pollution 
prevention, the energy efficiency of ships,  

reducing ships’ greenhouse gas emissions, and marine plastic litter from ships. 
The discussion with the Commission on 3 June will provide valuable information 
for the ENVI delegation that will attend this meeting.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197721
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197648
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4344
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197614
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197802
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197711
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124799
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/nl/204331/LINEA_SOGAARD-LIDELL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197789/SIMONA_BALDASSARRE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292/TILLY_METZ/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197849
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124988/DEIRDRE_CLUNE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/209091/CYRUS_ENGERER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593/VERONIQUE_TRILLET-LENOIR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236/MARIE_TOUSSAINT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home


 

with Vice-President Šefčovič on the Better 

Regulation communication  

The 3 June discussion with Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič about  
the ENVI aspects of the communication “Better regulation: joining forces to 
make better laws” and its contribution to the European Green Deal objectives  
is timely in view of the gathering pace of the legislative roll-out of the Green 
Deal. It will provide an opportunity to press for a coherent, fit-for-purpose 

approach by the Commission across its legislative proposals, incorporating  
climate, environmental and health considerations.  

Presentation of the EU Zero pollution action plan 

The Director General of the Commission’s  
Environment DG, Ms Florika Fink-Hooijer, will 
present its EU Zero pollution action plan on 3 June.  
This sets target reductions by 2030 for the health 
impacts (premature deaths) and threat to 

biodiversity of air pollution; the share of people  
chronically disturbed by transport noise; chemical 

pesticides; plastic litter at sea; microplastics released into the environment;  
and total waste generated. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Sustainable finance  
On Wednesday 26 May, ENVI and ECON will hold a hearing on sustainable  

finance with presentations by Mr Nathan Fabian, Chief Responsible Investment 
Officer at Principles for Responsible Investment and Chair of the Platform on 
sustainable finance, Professor Clemens Fuest, President of the IFO Institute for 
Economic Research, Ms Simone Utermarck, Director of Sustainable Finance at 
the International Capital Market Association and Ms Sandrine Dixson-Declève,  

Co-President of the Club of Rome. 

The hearing follows up the Sustainable Finance package adopted by the 
Commission on 21 April which seeks to help improve the flow of money 

towards sustainable activities across the European Union.  

EU strategy to reduce methane emissions  
The hearing on Thursday, organised in association with AGRI 

and ITRE, will hear from scientists, representatives of civil 
society and professional organisations, as well as the 
European Commission, on actions needed to combat 
methane emissions in the three sectors - agriculture, energy 
and waste - that account for the vast majority of EU 

anthropogenic methane emissions. It will contribute to the preparation of an 
initiative report on the EU strategy to reduce methane emissions.  

 

 NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications:  

• Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and 
data reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 In-depth analysis on issues of access to medicinal products 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 
 

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

The contribution of national advisory bodies to climate policy in Europe: 

Effective action to curb climate change 
depends on well-defined and efficient 

governance systems. An increasing number 
of European countries have been adopting  

national frameworks to organise their climate actions, often in the form of  
climate laws. In some cases, these include dedicated advisory bodies to support 
policy-making. This briefing summarises key findings from research on the 

landscape of climate advisory bodies in European countries. It highlights the 
importance of ensuring the work of such bodies is effective by equipping them 
with a clear mandate, adequate resources and formally integrating them into 
regular cycles of climate policy-making, planning and progress monitoring .  
More info here.  

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

Protecting bees: a new way forward for risk assessment 

EFSA published on 20 May a new scientific opinion 
requested by ENVI, which sets out an integrated,  
holistic assessment framework for the combined 

effects on honey bees of multiple stressors, such as pesticides and other 
chemicals, parasites and diseases, and of factors such as availability of food,  
climate and beekeeping management practices. Known as MUST-B, the 

framework proposes a systems‐based approach that combines modelling and 
monitoring systems. More info here 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
ECHA’s Annual Report is available- in a new interactiv e  

format! It summarises the Agency’s achievements in 
2020. In this exceptional year, ECHA focused on 
prioritising areas where it can have the maximum 

impact on protecting human health and the environment. For example, 
assessing chemicals in groups became a norm, and the SCIP database of safer 

chemicals in products was launched. The report was published 28 April and is 
available here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
COVID-19 Treatment 

EMA’s CHMP has started a ‘rolling review’ of  

data on sotrovimab (also known as VIR-7831 
and GSK4182136), a monoclonal antibody  
developed by GlaxoSmithKline and Vir 

Biotechnology, Inc. for the treatment of COVID-19. A monoclonal antibody is a 
type of protein that attaches to a specific structure (called an antigen). When it 

attaches to the spike protein, the ability of the virus to enter the body’s cells is 
reduced.  

EMA’s CHMP has also recommended a change to the approved storage  
conditions of the BioNTech/Pfizer vaccine, that will facilitate the handling of the  
vaccine in vaccination centres across the EU. This change extends the approved 
storage period of the unopened thawed vial at 2-8°C (i.e. in a normal fridge  
after taking out of deep-freeze conditions) from five days to one month (31 

days). The change was approved following assessment of additional stability  
study data submitted to EMA by the marketing authorisation holder. More info 
here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  
ECDC releases new dashboard on SARS-CoV-2 variants 

A new dashboard released by ECDC now provides an 
overview of the proportion of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern and variants of  
interest among sequenced samples in European Union (EU) and European 

Economic Area (EEA) countries, as well as sequencing volumes. More info here. 

SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern. ECDC regularly assesses new evidence on 
variants detected through epidemic intelligence, rules-based genomic variant 
screening, or other scientific sources. Variants of interest (VOI) - for these  
variants, evidence is available on genomic properties, epidemiological evidence  
or in-vitro evidence that could imply a significant impact on transmissibility ,  

severity and/or immunity, realistically having an impact on the epidemiologica l 
situation in the EU/EEA. However, the evidence is still preliminary or is 
associated with major uncertainty. More info here. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 14-15 June (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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