
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Dr Robert Abela  

Office of the Prime Minister  

Auberge de Castille, Valetta 

VLT 1061 Malta 

 

Minister Hon. Jose Herrera 
Ministry for the National Heritage, the Arts and Local Government 

Old Treasury Street, 30, Valetta 
VLT 1410 Malta 
 

 

Subject: Request for a comprehensive update on the latest state of affairs in the case of the 

murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia  

 

25 March 2021 

Dear Prime Minister,  

Dear Minister,  

 

On behalf of the Members of the Democracy, Rule of Law, and Fundamental Rights 

Monitoring Group (DRFMG) of the European Parliament, I am addressing you to express 

concerns and raise questions relating to the situation in Malta.  

 

The recent confession of Mr. Vincent Muscat shed further light on the criminal act of the 

murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia, while also showing that many questions around other 

individuals possibly implicated remain unanswered. The revelations make clear that the 

Maltese government must still consider the fight against organised crime, corruption and the 

intimidation of journalists as an utmost priority. 

 

I am particularly concerned over the possible involvement of public officials in the Daphne 

Caruana Galizia case.  

 

Allegations that former Economy Minister Chris Cardona could have been involved in a plot 

to kill a journalist and that MP and former parliamentary secretary Rosianne Cutajar could have 

accepted cash from Yorgen Fenech, the man accused of masterminding the assassination, are 

alarming. 

 



In light of this, bearing in mind DRFMG does not want to interfere with ongoing court 

proceedings, we would request the Maltese government to give our DRFMG a comprehensive 

update on the latest state of affairs in the case of the murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia. 

 

Specifically, we would like to address the following questions: 

 

 In his testimony under oath, Mr Vince Muscat alluded to the allegation that a current 

government minister was involved in a major crime sparking speculation about the 

botched 2010 HSBC heist in Qormi. Are the authorities starting an internal inquiry in 

relation to this allegation? 

 Recently, Keith Schembri and other 11 people were charged with crimes including 

money laundering, corruption, fraud and forgery. Have the authorities started an 

internal inquiry to establish whether Schembri was involved in any corrupt practices 

during his time in Government or whether any other politicians were involved in any 

corrupt practices? Is the Government working on any reform to tackle the links between 

politics and criminality?  

 Some Nexia BT financial advisors, already involved in the sale of passports and in the 

2016 Panama Papers leak, were charged with money-laundering, criminal conspiracy 

with persons abroad, falsification and giving false testimony. When the European 

Commission launched legal action over your country’s investor citizenship programme 

in October 2020, Minister of Finance Scicluna declared that a new programme is in 

preparation. Considering that citizenship by investment programmes violate European 

rules and undermine European security, what arguments can the Government provide 

for the creation of a new investor citizenship programme? 

 Following MP Rosianne Cutajar’s resignation as Parliamentary Secretary pursuant to 

the allegations that she accepted money after allegedly acting as broker on the projected 

property sale connected to Yorgen Fenech, the Government was severely criticised for 

not having promptly acted. Moreover, Ms Cutajar was called to step down from 

Parliament. What action is the Government taking in this case? 

 What safeguards in the Maltese legislation guarantee the independence of police and 

justice institutions, when enquiring about elected officials and members of political 

parties? 

 

The murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia also triggered considerable reforms to improve 

journalist protection, to defend media freedom and to challenge corruption at all levels. 

Nevertheless, we believe that Maltese authorities could take further demonstrable steps, setting 

long-term legislative and policy measures able to create an environment for critical, 

independent journalism in Malta and to ensure accountability of politicians and officials 

 

Therefore, in the context of DRFMG monitoring and follow-up exercise, I would also like to 

address some questions regarding the state of play of Maltese media legislation reform process 

and corruption reform. 

 



In this light, we have the following specific questions: 

 

● Are you considering the introduction of legislation with a mechanism enabling SLAPP 

suits to be dismissed at early stage, providing financial and legal support to defendants 

and committing sanctions to plaintiffs bringing SLAPPs? 

● Which specific measures are you implementing that address harassment, threats, 

cyberattacks and abuses against journalists? Are you introducing effective injunctive 

and precautionary forms of interim protection for those who face threats of violence? 

● Can you give us an update on whether the Freedom of Information Act, the Data 

Protection Act and the Whistleblower Act are fully implemented?  

● Have you ensured full access to official/government press conferences for journalists , 

including for freelance and independent journalists? How are you balancing the right 

to information with Covid-19 legislation restrictions? 

● Are you developing concrete media literacy projects to raise awareness of the positive 

role of journalism as watchdog of democracy and rule of law? 

● In its 2020 report on the state of the rule of law in Malta, the European Commission 

highlighted “deep corruption patterns” in Malta while welcoming the launch of a 

structural reform project. Can the Government provide details on the planned reforms 

as well as the state of progress of these structural reforms? 

● Press reports detail the systematic granting of threshold contracts by direct order not 

involving a call for applications and irregular procurement procedures. Moreover, 

reports acknowledge low level of litigation in Malta in respect of public contracts, 

suggesting a culture of corruption, intimidation or cronyism systematically affecting 

the award of public contracts. Are the Maltese authorities scheduling a public 

procurement reform enabling the full respect of principles of transparency and equal 

treatment? 

On behalf of the DRFMG Members, I wish to express my sincerest thanks for the replies you 

will provide.  

With kind regards,  

 

 

Sophie in 't Veld, MEP  

Chair of the Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group (DRFMG) 

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, European Parliament  

 

CC:  

David-Maria SASSOLI, President of the European Parliament  

Juan Fernando LÓPEZ AGUILAR, LIBE Chair  

Aaron ABDILLA, Chef de Cabinet, Permanent Representation of Malta to the EU  


