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Prof. Amparo ALONSO-BETANZOS (Vigo, 1961) is Full Professor in the area 

of Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence at CITIC-University of A Coruña 

(UDC), where she coordinates the LIDIA group (Artificial Intelligence R&D 

Laboratory). Her research lines are the development of Scalable Machine 

Learning models, and Reliable and Explainable Artificial Intelligence, among 

others. 

 

She has a degree in Chemistry, specializing in Chemical Engineering (1984) and 

a PhD in Physics (1988) from the University of Santiago de Compostela. She has 

been a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Medical College of Georgia, USA (1988-90), 

where she worked on the development of Expert Systems for medical applications. 

She has published more than 200 articles in journals and international conferences, 

and books and book chapters, participating in more than 30 competitive European, 

national and local research projects.   

 

She is President of the Spanish Association of Artificial Intelligence since 2013, 

being previously Vice President (2012-13) and Member of the Board of Directors 

(2009-2011). 

She is a member of the “Reserve List” of the High-Level Expert Group on 

Artificial Intelligence (AI HLG), of the European Commission since 2018. She 

has participated as a member of the GTIA, Working Group on Artificial 

Intelligence, of the Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities (MINCIU), 

which collaborated in the drafting of the Spanish R&D&I Strategy in Artificial 

Intelligence in 2018, and is currently a member of the Advisory Council on 

Artificial Intelligence of the Government of Spain. She is also a member of the 

Working Group on the role of Official Statistics in Data Management and 

Administration (Data Stewardship), as well as a Senior Member of IEEE and 

ACM.  

 



 
 

Prof. Dr. Regina BEETS-TAN, MD, PhD, chairs the Dept. of Radiology at The 

Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam. Her clinical expertise is in oncologic 

and abdominal imaging. Her research focusses on functional MR imaging, 

Interventional oncology and Artificial Intelligence. Beets -Tan is the President of 

the European Society of Radiology, President of European Society of 

Gastrointestinal and Abdominal Radiology, board member of the ECO and 

member of the EU Mission Board for Cancer. Beets-Tan is personally engaged in 

various activities of clinical societies, ESMO, ESTRO, ESSO, ESDO and others 

and strives to build the bridges between Radiology and other medical 

professionals. She is an honorary member of the ESTRO.  

 

Beets-Tan represents the Netherlands Cancer Institute in the imaging taskforce of 

Cancer Core Europe. She served in the educational and strategic committees of 

the United European Gastroenterology (UEG). Beets-Tan has (co)authored over 

350 publications and over 50 book chapters. She is part of editorial boards of 

several peer reviewed journals and books and takes part in (inter)national 

guideline panels. She is a member of the research councils of the Dutch 

Organization of Science and the Dutch Cancer Society. Beets- Tan has delivered 

over 650 lectures in Radiological and Clinical Society meetings and has received 

several scientific and teaching awards of which the 2013, ESOR Best Teacher 

Award and the ISMRM Outstanding Teacher Award in 2008, 2009 and 2014. 

  

 

Prof. Domenico M. D'UGO Catholic University of Rome, A.Gemelli Medical 

School, Italy. Special Interests: Abdominal, General and Thoracic. 

Domenico D'Ugo is Full Professor of Surgery at Catholic University of Rome, 

“A.Gemelli” Medical School. 

He has extensive practice in different and various fields of General, abdominal 

and thoracic surgery with high number of endoscopic exams throughout the first 

years plus >3000 surgical operations until June 2003, 2000 of them as first 

operating surgeon ( from the official data bank of “A.Gemelli” University 

Hospital) 

> 1300 major oncologic treatments as responsible of the Surgical Oncology Unit 

at the “Centro ad alta Tecnologia per la formazione e ricerca nelle scienze 

biomediche”, sede di Campobasso UCSC(from the official data bank : S.I.S. 

Campobasso). 

 

From November 1st 2006, as the Director of the General Surgical Unit of 

“A.Gemelli” Hospital, has performed and/or supervised >800 medium-major 

procedures per year 

The peculiar personal experience that can be deducted from the complex of such 

yearly activity has been mainly focused on diverse aspect of surgical oncology 

techniques, starting from lung, esophageal, thyroid and breast surgery (during the 

years of service in Thoracic Surgery), up to the most recent interests in pancreas, 

colo-rectal and especially gastric neoplasms. 

Peculiar attention has been deserved to the development, implementation and 

teaching of new technologies  In all fields of abdominal surgery; has been initiator 

and leader of laparoscopic techniques at “A.Gemelli” Hospital” for 

cholecistectomy, anti-reflux procedures, splenectomy, laparoscopic colon 

resection for cancer and chronic inflammatort bowel diseases, laparoscopic 

anterior resection of the rectum and video-assisted Miles Operation; lately has 

initiated a program of laparoscopic D2 gastric resection. 

 

Administrative reports of all Surgical Unit directed by D.D’Ugo, up to date, 

witness for a very efficient organizational planning of an highly specialized level 

of surgical care, especially in the field of abdominal surgical oncology. 

Domenico D'Ugo is the current President of the European Society of Surgical 

Oncology (ESSO). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Emilio ALBA CONEJO is Director of Medical Oncology Intercenter Unit 

of Regional and Virgen de la Victoria University Hospitals of Málaga, and group 

leader of “Clinical and Translational Research on Cancer”. His has ample 

experience and competence as a reputed clinical researcher in breast cancer and in 

particular in the field of biomarkers of response. He is co-author of more than 180 

publications in high impact international journals and researcher of several 

Projects of competitive public and private calls, as well as co-inventor of  patents 

in the field of biomarkers in breast cancer. 

Dr. Alba is currently Full Professor of Oncology at the University of Malaga, 

Coordinator of the Scientific Area of Onco-Hematology-Rare Diseases, at the 

Institute of Biomedical Research in Malaga (IBIMA), and Director of the Center 

for Medical-Health Research, CIMES-University of Malaga. Currently, he is the 

PI of the CIBERonc Breast Cancer CB16/12/00481. 

He belongs to the GEICAM, Spanish Breast Cancer Group, Scientific Committee 

and have participated as investigator of this group from its foundation on 1995. 

Currently member of the Real Academia de Medicina de Andalucía Oriental (from 

2013). Member of IBIMA Scientific Committee and the Permanent Assessment 

Commission for this institution. Member of ANECA experts panel for the 

teacher’s evaluation (from 2011). Assessor of the Agencia Estatal de Investigación 

from 2017. SAS expert in second oncology opinion (from 2004). 

It is also important his relevant role in different types of Oncology Commissions 

of Trust such as the National Medical Oncology Commission, representing the 

SEOM (2007-11), Vice-President and President (2009-11) of SEOM. Dr Alba has 

participated in the ESMO-ASCO Commission for the design of a curriculum in 

Medical Oncology, the Steering Committee of the IMELDA for the design of 

clinical trials, and the board of GEICAM-Spanish Group for the Investigation and 

Treatment of Breast Cancer. 

 

 

Dr. Artur KOWALIK, PhD, Professor at Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce 

is a specialist in medical laboratory genetics. He is Head of the Department of 

Molecular Diagnostics at the Holycross Cancer Center in Kielce. He also works 

at the Department of Medical Biology, Institute of Biology, Jan Kochanowski 

University in Kielce. The Department of Molecular Diagnostics performs 

molecular diagnostic tests for patients treated in the Holycross Cancer Center in 

Kielce and many other centers in Poland. The group of tests performed includes 

stratification of patients with solid tumors for targeted therapies, detection of 

hereditary predisposition to cancer and monitoring of treatment effectiveness. The 

Department was the first in Poland to perform diagnostic tests of BRCA1/2 genes 

using the NGS method for the needs of genetic counseling. His research interests 

include studies on cancer biology using modern molecular biology methods such 

as NGS and the application of liquid biopsy in diagnosis and monitoring of cancer 

treatment effectiveness. 

 

 

Dr. Geneviève ALMOUZNI, PhD, (EMBO member, Member of the French 

Academy of Sciences, fellow of the American Association for the Advancement 

of Sciences, Director of the Research Center of the Institut Curie from 2013 to 

2018 and honorary director since then) is director of research exceptional class at 

the CNRS. She has been leading the Chromatin Dynamics team at Institut Curie, 

Paris since 1994, with a focus on chromatin assembly. She is a world leader in 

understanding genome organization and function during development and disease, 

such as cancer. She served on the EMBO Council, and now on the ERC Council. 

She coordinated the European Network of Excellence EpiGeneSys, chaired the 

alliance EU-LIFE and co-chairs the European LifeTime initiative  

https://lifetime-initiative.eu. 
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Dr. Xosé M FERNÁNDEZ is a computational biologist with extensive 

experience in clinical research and practical innovations. With 25 years’ 

experience working in France, Spain and the UK, he has directed programs in 

bioinformatics, molecular medicine and clinical data integration. He joined 

Institut Curie as Chief Data Officer in June 2017, in this role, he leads the design 

and implementation of the institutional data strategy, bringing a knowledge of 

emerging technologies to transform the understanding and treatment of cancer.  

Dr. Fernandez's team is working with a wide range of partners from inside and 

outside the healthcare sector, implementing changes in organisation, governance, 

business processes, and culture; with a primary interest in integrating multiple 

domains of information (e.g. genomic, biomarker, clinical) to accelerate the 

implementation of genomics in clinical research and precision medicine, and 

digital engagement, in areas such as clinical trials. Author of numerous peer-

reviewed scientific publications, regularly contributes to expert review panels and 

is a member of a number of international societies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jelena MALININA is a Digital Health Policy Officer at the European 

Consumer Organisation (BEUC). Jelena works on the issues related to the 

healthcare digitalisation, personal health data protection and security, artificial 

intelligence, medical devices. Prior to joining BEUC, Jelena worked for a 

healthcare consultancy, patient organisations and governmental public health 

organisation where she developed expertise in public health advocacy and 

healthcare systems innovation. Jelena is a member of the European 

Commission’s ehealth Stakeholder Working Group. 

@jemalinina 
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