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Debate with Nobuo Kishi, Japanese Minister of
Defence

22.6.2021 Meetings, agendas

Japanese Minister of Defence, Nobuo Kishi,

participated on 17 June at a meeting of the

Subcommittee on Security and Defence to

exchange views with its members on

opportunities for closer cooperation on

security and defence matters.

Growing concern 

As around 30% of world trade and 40% of European exports pass through the South China Sea, the Japanese

Minister highlighted the ongoing militarisation of the South-China Sea by China and its attempts to change the

status quo by coercion. The latter represented a growing concern for both Japan and the EU, underlined the

Minister.

The need to ensure freedom of navigation and overflight, and securing a safe sea-lane, is becoming an urgent

task for the international community. 

EU-Japan cooperation

Based on the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) and the EU Strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,

Japan intends to further develop its relationship with the EU as a strategic partner to jointly establish peace,

security and stability in the area and beyond. 

Mr Nobuo Kishi recalled some of the actions that have been carried out recently in that direction, such as joint

engagement in counterpiracy activities in offshore Somalia in the Gulf of Aden, joint counterpiracy related

exercises with participation of Djibouti or exercises with individual EU countries involved in the region, such as

France and the Netherlands.  
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Russia and China shadows

As part of the commitments agreed at the 2021 EU-Japan Summit held on 27 May, closer cooperation on sectoral

issues, such as cyber, space or countering malign disinformation activities, will also be developed in upcoming

months, bilaterally and on multilateral fora.  

  

During the debate, SEDE Members also addressed the increasingly assertive behaviour of Russia and its relations

with China. Although both countries are not formal allies and do not always pursue the same objectives, SEDE

Members and the Japanese Minister agreed that their military cooperation has to be closely monitored. 

With annual military spending of around 50 billion USD, Japan invests four times less in defence than China. In

order to counter China’s growing military presence and continued violations of the rule of law in the East and

South China sea region and beyond, the Japanese Minister insisted on the need for the EU and other like-minded

partners to be actively involved in the Indo-Pacific region.

Background 

The exchange of views follows the adoption by the     Council of its conclusions on the EU Strategy for

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, approved last April. The document reflects the growing importance for the EU of

the entire region’s stability and security.

The bilateral cooperation in security and defence took a major step forward with the adoption of the Japan-EU

Strategic Partnership Agreement in 2019, which provided both partners with tools to become regional stabilisers

and steer the way forward amidst the increasingly challenging security environment in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Japan has been a longstanding like-minded partner of the EU in the region, sharing the same values and

principles such as freedom, democracy, rule of law and human rights. 
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