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RESOLUTION1 

on the role of sport as an enabler for education and poverty eradication 

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, 

– meeting in Malta from 19 to 21 June 2017, 

– having regard to the Partnership Agreement between the members of the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, of the one part, and the European Community and 

its Member States, of the other part, signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2000 (the Cotonou 

Agreement), and to subsequent revisions to the agreement adopted in 2005 and 20102, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 5 June 2003 on women and sport3, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 22 April 2004 on respect for core 

labour standards in the production of sports goods for the Olympic Games4, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 13 November 2007 on the role of 

sport in education5, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 8 May 2008 on the White Paper 

on Sport6, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 19 February 2009 on Social 

Economy7, 

– having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 2 February 2017 on an integrated 

approach to Sport Policy: good governance, accessibility and integrity8, 

                                                 
1 Adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly on 21 June 2017 in St. Julian’s (Malta). 
2 OJ L 287, 4.11.2010, p. 3. 
3 OJ C 68 E, 18.3.2004, p. 605. 
4 OJ C 104 E, 30.4.2004, p. 1067.  
5 OJ C 282 E, 6.11.2008, p. 131. 
6 OJ C 271 E, 12.11.2009, p. 51. 
7 OJ C 76 E, 25.3.2010, p. 16. 
8 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2017)0012. 
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–  having regard to the European Parliament declaration of 16 December 2010 on increased 

European Union support for grassroots sports9, 

– having regard to the Commission White Paper on Sport of 11 July 2007 

(COM(2007)0391), 

 having regard to the Commission Communication of 22 December 2005 entitled ‘The EU 

action in the field of Education through Sport: building on EYES 2004 achievements’ 

(COM(2005)0680), 

– having regard to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to make football a force for 

development in Africa, in the Caribbean and in Pacific countries, signed by the European 

Commission and FIFA in 2006, 

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 18 November 2010 on the role of sport as a 

source of and a driver for active social inclusion10, 

– having regard to the Declaration of Punta del Este of December 1999 and to UNESCO’s 

round table meeting on traditional sports and games, dealing with recognition of 

traditional sports and games as part of intangible heritage and a symbol of cultural 

diversity, 

 having regard to the Sustainable Development Goals, adopted at the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Summit in September 2015, 

 having regard to the Transforming Our World: UN 2030 Development agenda, adopted 

in September 2015, 

 having regard to the resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on 16 December 

2016 entitled ‘Sport as a Means to promote Education, Health, Development and Peace’, 

 having regard to Article 18(1) of its Rules of Procedure, 

 having regard to the report of the Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment 

(ACP-EU/xxx.xxx vxx-xx), 

A. whereas the right to sport and physical education has been recognised as a fundamental 

right for all and gradually incorporated into the main human rights declarations; 

B. whereas paragraph 37 of the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda 

states that sport is also an important enabler of sustainable development; 

C. whereas sport has proven to be a cost-effective and flexible tool for promoting peace and 

development objectives; 

D. whereas sport is a powerful social tool that can bring together people from different 

ethnic, cultural, religious, linguistic and socio-economic backgrounds; 

                                                 
9 OJ C 169 E, 15.6.2012, p. 138. 
10 OJ C 326, 3.12.2010, p. 5. 
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E. whereas costs associated with sporting activities vary depending on the sport; 

F. whereas both sport and play in childhood can be factors in preventing young people and 

children being drawn towards a world of violence and can also help offset the risk of them 

dropping out from school; 

G. whereas sport can be a source and a driver for social inclusion and gender equality; 

H. whereas physical activity is essential to the education and health of human beings at every 

stage of their lives, contributing to their social, physical and mental development; 

I. whereas the right of children to play and enjoy sporting activities is crucial for their health 

and for their physical, social and personal development; 

J. whereas sports can also be used as an effective deterrent to the use of drugs among young 

people by engaging their time and energy, and as a measure for remedying social ills; 

K. whereas sport can be an effective response to violence;  

L. whereas sport can contribute to peacebuilding and conflict resolution, as demonstrated by 

the ‘Football for Peace’ initiative; 

M. whereas sporting activities can nurture young people’s leadership skills and familiarity 

with positive social norms and help them to recover self-esteem; 

N. whereas the principle of fair play that guides competition in sport helps to promote 

morality in young people and thus build a society that is healthy physically and morally; 

O. whereas physical education and sport are important tools for empowering girls and 

women and allowing them to benefit from its positive impact on health and psychological 

conditions; 

P. whereas there is discrimination against girls and women regarding access to sports, in 

particular those traditionally reserved for men; 

Q. whereas sport plays an important part in raising awareness of one’s body and health and 

promoting respect for them; 

R. whereas it is important to promote access to sport for all children and young people, 

eliminating the risk of all forms of discrimination; 

S. whereas sports can also be used to spur creativity and innovation among young learners;  

T. whereas the income generated from sporting activities and events, if fairly distributed 

along the value chain, can create jobs in sport-related careers, training and campaigns; 

U. whereas providing support in areas relating to the organisation of sporting events, such 

as catering and hospitality, could facilitate the diversification of income-generating 

activities; whereas it is crucial to carry out careful and constant monitoring of the use of 

these funds so as to ensure effectiveness and transparency; 
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V. whereas social science research has found that sport contributes to raising awareness and 

helping to reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS; 

W. whereas sport can be used as a means for humanitarian aid, especially in conflict 

prevention, peace and reconciliation programmes and in the treatment of psychological 

trauma; 

X. whereas sport is a powerful tool to improve and strengthen the mental well-being of 

participants; 

Y. whereas sport can contribute to conveying a positive image of developing countries, and 

sporting events can create tremendous opportunities to raise awareness of the ACP 

countries’ potential; 

Z. whereas sport can play a major role in the fight against racism, xenophobia and 

discrimination, and contribute to the integration of people, transcending race, religion and 

ethnicity; 

AA. whereas sport, through its communicative power, can became a powerful fundraising 

tool; 

AB. whereas the active participation of developing countries in the Olympic Games and other 

international sporting events is essential for the forging of inclusive and equitable 

societies; 

AC. whereas sport is a key instrument for social inclusion and the promotion of human values 

of mutual respect, teamwork, honesty, empathy, communication, cooperation, social 

justice, equality, transparency, impartiality and friendship; 

AD. whereas the values conveyed through sport help develop knowledge, motivation, skills, 

including teamwork, fair play, cooperation, discipline and tolerance, and a readiness to 

make a personal effort; whereas these skills are essential for future participation in group 

activities and professional life and can stimulate social cohesion within communities and 

societies; 

AE. whereas sporting activities can help develop sustainable tourism at local, regional and 

national level and generate jobs; 

AF. whereas sport can have a vast environmental footprint; 

1. Calls on the European Union to promote the use of sport within its development policy 

and to foster efforts to support the development of inclusive national policies that address 

needs and aspirations, especially those of young people, both boys and girls, and to pay 

greater attention to sporting and physical activities in the relevant sectoral strategies; 

2. Notes that the European Union follows a long-term, holistic and high-impact approach 

designed to support beneficiaries on the path to education, training and employment with 

a view to ensuring sustainable livelihoods; stresses the need, in this context, to broaden 

the scope of specific actions that support sport in the most equitable and sustainable 

manner as a formative tool for human beings and their spiritual and physical development; 
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3. Recalls that good governance must be a condition for the autonomy of sporting 

organisations, in compliance with the principles of transparency, accountability, equal 

opportunities, social inclusion and democracy, including appropriate stakeholder 

inclusiveness; 

4. Recommends careful scrutiny of the use of sports funding to ensure that it effectively 

fulfils its intended purpose; 

5. Calls on the ACP countries and the EU Member States to contribute to the setting-up of 

ethical standards and reforms to ensure that sport will fully contribute to sustainable 

development and peace; stresses, in particular, the need for a zero-tolerance policy 

towards corruption and other types of crime in sport; underlines that the application of 

good governance principles in sport, together with monitoring, supervision and 

appropriate legal instruments, is a key factor to help eradicate corruption and other 

malpractices; 

6. Stresses the need for a zero-tolerance policy towards racist chanting and promoting 

violence and hatred; 

7. Calls for all the necessary steps to be taken to prevent women from falling prey to 

violence, notably of a sexual or machist nature, in sport; 

8. Emphasises that physical activity and sport are essential to the education and health of 

human beings at every stage of their lives; calls upon the ACP and EU Member States to 

include sport and physical education activities in curricula and to support those activities 

with adequate infrastructure and methodology; considers, therefore, that physical 

education and the practice of physical activity and sport should, to a large extent, be part 

of the public service remit, so as to offer equality of access to everyone from the earliest 

years onwards; 

9. Calls on the ACP countries and EU Member States to boost the role of sport in their 

strategic national policies and development plans;  

10. Invites the Commission in particular to better integrate sport in the essential sectors of 

development aid and to support ACP countries to pro-actively address the social and 

environmental challenges of sport while developing best practices and delivering 

solutions; 

11. Recalls that sport can be low-cost and utilise locally-available resources; urges, therefore, 

the ACP States to promote the setting-up of local sporting organisations; encourages local 

authorities to guarantee access to physical activities and to develop accessible sporting 

infrastructure; encourages the corporate sector to contribute to these goals; 

12. Emphasises the role of sport in facilitating the integration of disadvantaged groups; 

underlines the importance of education through sport; recognises the importance of 

grassroots sports in achieving social integration and encourages initiatives in this regard; 

13. Emphasises the important role of sport in the promotion of volunteering, which in turn 

creates and nurtures community cohesion, self-fulfilment and reciprocity, and serves to 

create accessible, low-cost sports activities and events, especially at grassroots level, and 
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is an important means of non-formal education contributing to youth employment; 

14. Calls upon the parties to enhance and expand public after-school sports and physical 

activity programmes; stresses that ACP countries and EU Member States should invest 

more in the development of sports infrastructures and activities; considers it necessary to 

implement strategic plans for the construction of community facilities providing the same 

resources for girls as for boys and carefully coordinated national infrastructures with 

sufficient public funding to promote both amateur and high-level sport, ensuring that 

sports facilities are not the preserve of the wealthiest and can be used equally by all; 

15. Calls on the parties to develop low-cost and affordable programmes for training teachers 

and sports coaches; 

16. Emphasises the essential goal of participation by women and girls in all sports, and 

stresses the need for the parties to provide equal and fair access to sport for women and 

girls in order to improve their physical and mental health, advance their education, 

prevent sexist stereotypes and develop more equal societies; 

17. Stresses the need to promote the rights of people with disabilities by supporting sporting 

activities and through public campaigns and sports tournaments; urges both EU Member 

States and ACP countries to implement inclusive sports programmes for people with 

disabilities, starting at school; stresses that people with disabilities should have equal 

access to all sports facilities, to the appropriate support staff, and to transport and other 

services; 

18. Points to the huge potential of sport as an enabler of social inclusion; urges, therefore, the 

setting-up of ad hoc sporting events with the aim of improving the social inclusion of 

women and children, the elderly, people with disabilities and ethnic/cultural minorities; 

recommends that these values be instilled on a daily basis and not just on the occasion of 

sporting events and exhibitions; 

19. Calls on the EU Member States and ACP countries to foster a proactive policy for 

affording women equal access to all sports disciplines and giving women’s and men’s 

sports results equal prominence; calls on the public media to ensure equal coverage of all 

sports; encourages the private media  to ensure coverage in sports newspapers of women’s 

sporting activities; 

20. Urges the ACP countries and EU Member States to relaunch and encourage traditional 

sports by creating and strengthening programmes in this regard; 

21. Calls on the ACP countries and EU Member States to take measures that will help young 

people to develop their talents and abilities, even in financially demanding sports; 

22. Emphasises the value of non-competitive and individual sports, and of street games; 

23. Urges the Commission and EU Member States, in light of the commitment to ‘Leave no 

one behind’, which featured prominently in discussions on the 2030 Agenda, to include 

sport in development agendas and to make it a subject of dialogue with partner countries; 

24. Notes the positive psychological outcome of sporting activities used in humanitarian aid 
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and relief activities; urges, therefore, all relevant ACP and EU actors to include a sporting 

dimension in their humanitarian assistance strategies;  

25. Observes that the high-profit sport industry could become more involved in supporting 

social development activities, such as a structured combination of sporting activities with 

education, life skills and healthcare programmes; calls, therefore, on the EU countries and 

ACP Member States to negotiate programmes with the sport industry, following the 

example of the 2006 Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Commission and 

FIFA; recommends that sport be promoted at grassroots level also, so as to extend 

unrestricted participation to rural and peripheral areas; 

26. Urges the parties to develop EU-ACP mobility programmes and appropriate measures for 

young amateur athletes and coaches to enable them to learn new training methods; calls 

for visa facilitation agreements to be considered as part of such mobility programmes;  

27. Encourages local bodies to work together and with other sectors with a view to developing 

cross-border and regional sporting initiatives; 

28. Takes note of the lack of amateur sports infrastructures and qualified personnel 

specialised in physical activity in the ACP countries; urges the Commission, therefore, to 

provide expertise and to promote mobility schemes between ACP countries and EU 

Member States in order to train qualified sports teachers; 

29. Regrets the lack of women among coaches, referees, doctors, technicians and managers; 

calls on ACP countries and EU Member States to promote specific programmes to ensure 

the participation of women in these areas; 

30. Stresses the importance of promoting ‘dual career’ agreements that enable athletes to 

combine their sporting careers with education and work and to take up a new professional 

career once their sporting career is over; 

31. Stresses the importance of encouraging sports activity as an important means of personal 

and collective fulfilment and not only as a career, so as to avoid the risk of creating false 

illusions in young people; 

32. Invites the Commission to support data collection and research in order to assess the 

positive impact of sport on development and social inclusion; 

33. Invites the ACP countries and EU Member States in which the same type of sport is of 

high importance to conclude bilateral agreements on technical assistance and the 

exchange of athletes and expertise; recognises furthermore that professional clubs and 

NGOs can play an important role in providing coaching expertise; 

34. Urges the EU and ACP Member States to fund sports activities targeting teenagers and 

youth who are at risk of drug abuse and other social ills;  

35. Regrets the very low levels of sponsorship for women’s sport; calls on the ACP countries 

and EU Member States to seek the promotion of sport on an equal footing; 

36. Urges the governments of the ACP countries and EU Member States to encourage and 
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recognise creativity and innovation, and requests, furthermore, EU countries to assist 

ACP countries in funding sports infrastructure so that unemployed youths can use these 

facilities to develop themselves instead of emigrating to the EU and elsewhere;  

37. Reiterates that physical education at school is an essential entry point for children to learn 

life skills and acquire values, knowledge and understanding to help them develop positive 

patterns for lifelong physical activity, well-being and healthy lifestyle and behaviour; 

38. Notes the positive role of sport for refugees, asylum seekers and displaced persons in 

offering a sense of normality and structure in destabilising environments, and urges the 

creation of programmes to encourage the participation of these persons in sport; 

39. Stresses the importance of sport in the reintegration of child labourers and soldiers into 

society, and as a tool to mobilise against child labour and child soldiering; 

40. Stresses the important role of sport in protecting young people against human trafficking 

and as a tool to mobilise against this practice; 

41. Emphasises the role of sport as a vehicle to help mitigate the spread and impact of 

HIV/AIDS by incorporating prevention programmes into sports activities; 

42. Emphasises the need for sporting bodies to be environmentally responsible, minimise the 

effect of sport on the environment and provide a clean and safe environment for 

participants to engage in sports; 

43. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP Council of Ministers, the 

European Parliament, the European Commission, the European Council, the African 

Union, the Pan-African Parliament, the regional and national parliaments of the ACP 

countries and of the EU Member States, and the regional organisations of ACP countries. 


