
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
12, 13 and 14 July.  

Following Portugal, it is now Slovenia’s turn 
to hold the Presidency of the Council of the  
European Union. Many are still the  

challenges ahead for Europe, from tackling  
climate change, protecting the 
environment and biodiversity, to 
continuing addressing the health crisis and 

its economic consequences. ENVI invited the Slovenian Presidency to present 
their priorities in the areas relevant for our work. 

 

On Monday 12, we will start with an exchange of views with the Slovenian 
Minister of Health, Mr Janez Poklukar. The Minister will present the 
presidency’s priorities in the field of public health, in particular in relation to 
the proposals included in the Health Union package and in view of the 
forthcoming negotiations with Parliament on the legislative proposals on cross-

border health threats, on the reinforcing of the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC) as well as of the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA). This package of proposals, including the upcoming on the creation of  
HERA, comes after numerous calls by Parliament for a stronger Health Union,  

by giving the EU the tools needed to be more prepared in the event of health 
crisis. Parliament will start negotiations with the Council on the EMA proposa l 
already on Tuesday 13 July and for the other two proposals in September, right 
after the vote in plenary scheduled for the plenary session in September.  

The exchange of views with the Minister of Health comes timely, as ENVI will 
vote on the same day, both on the draft report on cross-border health threats  

proposal and on the provisional agreement on the HTA regulation, another 
important pillar to ensure increased cooperation and coordination at EU level 
in the field of public health and a step forward towards a stronger Health Union.   

On Wednesday 14, it will be the turn of Mr Jože Podgoršek, Slovenian Minister 
for Agriculture, Forestry and Food. Members will be able to exchange with the 
Minister on the presidency’s priorities in areas relevant for ENVI, such as food 
safety, the Farm to Fork strategy, taking into account the close link between 

food production, adaptation to climate change and biodiversity conservation.  

In the afternoon, we will have an exchange of views with Mr Andrej Vizjak, 
Minister for environment and spatial planning. Members will be able to 
exchange with the Minister on the presidency’s priorities as regards the 
environment and climate action. As regards to climate action, Members will be 
able to exchange with the Minister in particular in view of the EU fit for 2030 

package. The package, that will be published by the Commission on the same 
day, includes important legislatives proposals revising the existing EU climate  
and energy frameworks as well as a new proposal on carbon border adjustment 
mechanism, with the aim of providing the EU with the right tools to deliver on 

its 2030 climate target.  

On Wednesday afternoon, ENVI will hold an exchange of views with Executive  

Vice-President, Franz Timmermans, who will present the Fit for 2030 package 
and exchange with Members on the key proposals.  

Always on Wednesday, ENVI will continue to work on climate during an 
exchange of views with Professor Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General of the 
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) on the latest WMO report on “The  
state of the global climate in 2020”.  

Finally, Members will exchange with the Commission on the 2021 EU Blue  

economy report, which underlines how emerging activities such as ocean 

energy, marine biotechnology and robotics are developing quickly and will play 

an important role in the EU’s transition towards a carbon-neutral, circular and 
biodiverse economy.    

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 12 July 2021  

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• Regulation on serious cross-border threats to health repealing Decision 
No 1082/2013/EU - vote on the amendments to the draft report (12/07 

and 13/07) 

 Protecting workers from asbestos - vote on the amendments to the draft 
opinion (12/07 and 13/07) 

 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on health technology assessment and amending Directive 2011/24/EU - 
vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutiona l 
negotiations (13/07) 

 Commission Delegated Regulation Supplementing Regulation (EU) 
2019/6 of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing  

the criteria for the designation of antimicrobials to be reserved for the 
treatment of certain infections in humans - vote on the draft motion for 
a resolution (13/07) 

 Objection to the minutes of the meeting of 10-11 September 2020 -vote 
on the objection to the minutes (13/07)  

 Report back on ongoing interinstitutional negotiations (14/07) 

Exchanges of views 

 Exchange of views with Mr Janez Poklukar, Slovenian Minister of Health 
(12/07) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the blue economy and on the  
EU's position (14/07) 

 Exchange of views with Mr Jože Podgoršek, Slovenian Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food (14/07) 

 Exchange of views with Mr Andrej Vizjak, Slovenian Minister for 
Environment (14/07) 

 Exchange of views with Professor Petteri Taalas, WMO Secretary-General 
to present the latest WMO report on "the state of the global climate in 
2020" (14/07) 

 Exchange of views with Mr Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President 
of the Commission, on the fit for 2030 package (14/07)  

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

VOTES 

Draft Report on cross-border threats to health  

On 12 July (amendments) and 13 July (final 
report), ENVI will vote on the draft report on 
the proposal for a regulation on cross-border 
threats to health. 643 amendments were 

tabled to the draft report and 51 compromises  
amendments were agreed by political groups. 

The compromise amendments include references to the “One Health 
Approach” and the “Health in All Policies”, stressing the need to monitor the 
impact of communicable diseases on non-communicable diseases; they also 

emphasise the importance of medical countermeasures and of the 
establishment of strategic reserves of medical products. Cooperation with third 
countries and international organizations is also highlighted, with a call on the 
Commission and the Member States to actively work towards the 

establishment of a WHO framework convention on pandemic preparedness  
and response. The report should be endorsed by the Parliament in its  
September plenary, with the aim to start interistitutional negotiations shortly  
after. 

Rapporteur: TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW) 
Shadows: de LANGE (EPP), CERDAS (S&D), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), MÉLIN 
(ID),KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 

Draft Opinion on protecting workers from asbestos 

ENVI will vote on its draft Opinion to the 
EMPL legislative initiative report on 
protecting workers from asbestos. 127 

amendments were tabled to the draft 
Opinion and eleven compromise  
amendments were agreed by politica l 

groups. The Compromise amendments call, inter alia, for further protection of  
workers from exposure to asbestos in older buildings and other structures that 

are likely to be renovated, demolished or energy-renovated over the coming  
years, including in the course of the EU’s building Renovation Wave. They also 
call for minimum standards for the recognition and compensation for victims  
of asbestos-related occupational diseases and for a roadmap for the complete  
elimination of asbestos. They also stress the importance of establishing a 

European framework for national asbestos removal strategies, including a 
legislative proposal for public registers mapping all existing asbestos and the 
establishment of centres for treatment and inverting of waste containing  
asbestos and the phasing out of landfill of asbestos - all important elements of  
the of the new circular economy and waste strategy.  

Rapporteur: BOMPARD (THE LEFT), 
Shadows: CLUNE (EPP), ENGERER (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), 
TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), MÉLIN (ID), VONDRA (ECR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provisional agreement on health technology 
assessment (HTA) 

ENVI will vote on the provisiona l 
agreement reached on 21 June by the co-
legislators and the Commission on the  
proposal for a regulation on health 

technology assessment (HTA).  
HTA is a procedure for assessing the  
added value of new medicines and 
medical devices. It is a multidisciplina ry  
process that summarises information 

about the medical, social, economic and ethical issues related to the use of a 
health technology. It answers clinical questions like: How well does a new 
technology work compared with existing alternative health technologies? For 
which patients does it work best? HTA can also answer economic questions like: 
What costs are entailed for the health system? It is therefore a key tool for 

Member States to ensure the accessibility, quality and sustainability of  
healthcare. The proposal includes provisions for the use of common HTA tools,  
methodologies and procedures across the EU. It is an early second reading  
procedure. Coreper has confirmed the provisional agreement on 30 June 2021. 

Rapporteur: WÖLKEN (S&D), 
Shadows: COLIN-OESTERLÉ (EPP), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), MÉLIN (ID), 
KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Slovenian Presidency: Exchange of views with the 
Minister of Health (12/07), the Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food and the Minister of 
Environment and spatial planning (14/07) 

On Monday 12 July, ENVI will hold an 
exchange of views with the Slovenian 
Minister of Health, Mr Janez Poklukar. The 
Minister will present the Slovenian 
presidency’s priorities in the field of public 

health, in particular in relation to the 
proposals included in the Health Union 
package.  

On Wednesday 14 July, ENVI Members will have an exchange with Mr Jože  

Podgoršek, Slovenian Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Food on the  
presidency’s priorities in areas relevant for ENVI, such as food safety, the Farm 
to Fork strategy, the EU Forest Strategy, and the interconnections between 
food production, adaptation to climate change and biodiversity conservation. 

In the afternoon, ENVI will have an exchange of views with Mr Andrej Vizjak, 
Minister for environment and spatial planning. Members will be able to 
exchange with the Minister on the Slovenian presidency’s priorities as regards  
the environment and climate action, in particular in view of the forthcoming Fit 

for 2030 package. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38398
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124988/DEIRDRE_CLUNE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/209091/CYRUS_ENGERER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593/VERONIQUE_TRILLET-LENOIR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236/MARIE_TOUSSAINT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197536
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593/VERONIQUE_TRILLET-LENOIR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765/JOELLE_MELIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530/JOANNA_KOPCINSKA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


 

WMO Secretary-General, Professor Petteri Taalas, 

on the state of the global climate  
On 14 July, ENVI Members will exchange  

views with Professor Petteri Taalas, World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) 
Secretary-General, who will present the  
latest WMO report on the State of the  
Global Climate in 2020, published in April  

2021. Extreme weather combined with COVID-19 was a double blow for 
millions of people in 2020. However, the pandemic-related economic 
slowdown failed to put a brake on climate change drivers and accelerating  
impacts, according to the WMO report. On the contrary, concentrations of the 
major greenhouse gases (CO2, CH4, and N2O) continued to increase in 2019 

and 2020, and the past six years, including 2020, are likely to be the six warmest 
years on record. 

EVP Mr Frans Timmermans on the Fit for 2030 

package  
On 14 July, Executive Vice President 
Timmermans will present in ENVI the 

upcoming Fit for 2030 legislative package, 
which aims to align climate and energy 
policies with the new objectives of the 
European Climate Law. The package, which 
will be adopted on the same day, includes,  

inter alia, legislative proposals for the revision of the EU ETS and for Carbon 
Border Mechanism (CBAM), amendments to the Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Directives, as well as a revision of the CO2 standards for cars LULUCF  
and Effort Sharing Regulations. 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the Blue 

Economy  

On 14 July, ENVI will hold an exchange of views 
with the Commission on the new 
communication on Sustainable Blue Economy. 
This strategy sets out a detailed agenda for the 
sector for the next decade, ensuring its 

contribution to Green Deal objectives while  
fostering a transition from “Blue Growth” to a 

sustainable blue economy. It further underlines how emerging activities such 
as ocean energy and marine biotechnology are developing quickly and will play 
an important role in the EU’s transition towards a carbon-neutral, circular and 

biodiverse economy.   

 

Recent publications:  

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions  

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 

 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 
 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security  

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s  
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 
 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 

concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and 
data reporting in the European Union 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Urban Sustainability in Europe 

It is becoming increasingly clear that the 

complex and interrelated challenges of 
climate change, environmental degradation 

and rising inequality will not be solved without a fundamental transformation 
of our societies. Far-reaching changes are needed to our technologies and 
infrastructures, cultures and lifestyles, as well as adaptations to the 

corresponding governance and institutional frameworks. Around the world,  
these important system innovations are converging in cities. More info here  

 European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

For the first time, EFSA experts assessed the role of  
food producing environments in the emergence and 
spread of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). They 

identified the main sources of AMR bacteria and genes (fertilisers of faecal 

origin, irrigation, and water) and proposed measures to limit the phenomenon,  
such as reducing the faecal microbial contamination of fertilizers, water and 
feed, and the implementation of good hygiene practices. More info here 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  

Poison centres  

Poison centres give advice to citizens or medical 
personnel in the event of an emergency. In the EU, 

companies placing hazardous mixtures on the market have to provide  

information about these chemical mixtures to national bodies, who, in turn,  
make the information available to poison centres. ECHA provides IT tools for 
submitting this information and a common database for national bodies to 
access it. This database now has more than one million notifications. With a 

unique formula identifier in each notification, EU poison centres have more  
accurate information to give immediate medical advice when someone is 
accidentally exposed to a hazardous mixture. More info here 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
The 3rd joint EMA/ECDC/EFSA report on the  

integrated analysis of the consumption of  
antimicrobial agents and occurrence of  
antimicrobial resistance in bacteria from 
humans and food-producing animals (JIACRA  

III) has been published yesterday. Taking a One Health approach, the report 

from the three EU agencies presents data on antibiotic consumption and 
development of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in Europe for 2016-2018. Its 
main finding is that use of antibiotics has decreased and is now lower in food-
producing animals than in humans. More info here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  

Countering online vaccine misinformation in the EU/EEA 

This study provides insights for national public health 
authorities into the factors behind the spread of vaccine misinformation online  

and the options and capacities needed for responding to it. The study will also 
serve to inform the development of a training package to support those  
authorities (and other interested organisations) in their work in this area. 
Vaccines authorised by the European Medicines Agency for use in the European 
Union (EU) are known to be safe and effective in preventing infectious diseases. 

Nonetheless, misinformation that incorrectly links these vaccines to harms to 
health or other undesirable consequences has, over recent years, continued to 
proliferate online and elsewhere. More info here 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 31 August - 1 September (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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