
 

Thank you for the invitation, it is an honour to be here today as the Member of the European 

Committee of the Regions and the rapporteur of the CoR opinion on the Europe's Beating 

Cancer Plan. 

 

1. welcomes the aim of Europe's Beating Cancer Plan to make the most of the 

opportunities for sharing medical and scientific data and digitalisation; 

2. supports the Commission's initiative of setting up a knowledge centre on cancer to 

facilitate coordination of scientific and technological initiatives against the disease at 

EU level 

  

3. stresses that cancer screening and early diagnosis must be at the heart of Europe's 

Beating Cancer Plan 

  

4. welcomes the Commission's measures to nurture a "Tobacco-Free Generation" and 

in this connection calls for similar goals to cut alcohol consumption 

  

5. welcomes the Commission's aim of stepping up vaccination campaigns against the 

human papillomavirus for girls and boys and encourages compulsory HPV 

vaccination for both 

6.     calls on the Commission to launch the planned Cancer Inequalities Registry in the fight 

against cancer as soon as possible; 

  

7. draws attention to the system of "standardised treatment" that has been brought in as 

a best practice in some Member States (e.g. Sweden and Denmark) to expedite 

diagnosis and start of treatment 

8. draws attention to the potential of personalised medicine through rapid advances in 

research and innovation that enable bespoke innovative diagnostics and treatments  

9. calls on the Member States to promote the accreditation of at least one cancer centre 

per Member State in accordance with the OECI standard and establish EU network 

of centres of excellence that makes cross-border cooperation and patient mobility 

easier 

10. welcomes the Commission's focus on childhood cancer 



11. calls for strategies to address health literacy challenges, especially with regard to 

cancer, since demographic change will increase its incidence. Strategies could entail 

being an attractive employer and finding new ways of doing things, ways of 

working together, working methods and technologies, and sustainable working 

conditions. 

 

As already mentioned, all this cannot be achieved without strong and dedicated cooperation at 

EU, national and regional level, including cross-border cooperation. Stronger multi-level and 

multi-sectoral cooperation and coordination is necessary to boost cancer research, innovation 

and new technologies, to improve our odds against cancer and reduce disparities in cancer 

prevention and care. 

 

  
  

 


