
1

Newsletter
Committee meetings

31 August and 27 September 2021

Basic structures and main principles of a European Digital Public Sphere
Public Hearing

In this public hearing held on 27 September,
experts, representing the perspectives from both
public and private operators gave their thoughts
on how a future European Digital Public Sphere
would provide a basis for democratic debate,
public opinion-forming and respect for European
values. At the same time, an open European digital
ecosystem that offers a genuine alternative,
democratically accountable to its citizens needs to
be developed.

In their analysis, the experts stressed the key
elements on which the sphere should be based,
such as open standards, decentralised and user-
centered data processing, transparent algorithms,
privacy-by-design, quality, diversity, responsibility,
accountability, legitimate democratic oversight
and control as well as due process.

The experts stated that the sphere should be built
up on a cooperative European network of national
or regional joint ventures of publishers, public and
private broadcasters, cultural and educational
institutions that could host core engineering, set
up infrastructure standards as well as define
ecosystem guidelines. They stressed that specific
funding schemes should put in place, whilst
training for start-ups and civil society projects be
provided, through public value incubators and
accelerators.

In the subsequent discussion, Members raised
several issues regarding the definition of the
sphere, the possible synergies with existing
projects such as Europeana, as well as the use of AI
to help setting up the sphere. They have also
underlined the need for further reflection as many
questions were still pending and it was not clear
what was to be understood by EU digital public
sphere.

Link to the website:

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/basic-structures-and-main-principles-of-/product-
details/20210929CHE09361

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/basic-structures-and-main-principles-of-/product-details/20210929CHE09361
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/basic-structures-and-main-principles-of-/product-details/20210929CHE09361
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Preliminary findings of the study on “Multilingualism in the EU Institutions”
European day of languages

On 27 September, two experts, Carlos Mendez and
Michele Gazzola presented the objectives of the
study, its methodology and the first findings
concerning the use of languages in the digital
communications by the EU institutions, the
corporate social media, including the Twitter
accounts of the Members.

In the discussion that followed, Members raised
several issues such as the protection of minority

languages, but also looked on the potential use of AI to translate the Institutions’ websites. Michele Gazzola
suggested the need to revise the regulation currently in force on multilingualism in order to adapt it to the
digital communications, and include new types of documents impacting citizens directly, which are to be
translated into all official languages. Those documents could be linked to the funding programmes
(guidelines, call for proposals), open EU competitions, etc. in order to ensure linguistic equality and give all
citizens the same opportunities to apply and stop privileging the EN speakers, whose number has fallen
drastically after Brexit.

Presentation of the study: “Implementation of citizenship education actions
in the EU” by EPRS

On 27 September, the CULT Committee also held a
presentation and a debate on an implementation
assessment study on European citizenship
education prepared by the European
Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS). The study,
presented by its author, Mr Wiel Veugelers,
Professor of Education at the University of
Humanistic Studies in Utrecht, has been drafted to
accompany the CULT Committee in its scrutiny
work on implementation of citizenship education
measures in the European Union (EU), on which a
draft report will soon be presented by the CULT
Rapporteur Mr Domenec Ruiz Devesa (S&D; Spain).
In his presentation, Prof. Veugelers gave an
overview of the EU policy framework for
citizenship education, outlining the actions in the
field of citizenship education supported by EU
funded programmes, in particular the Erasmus+,
Horizon 2020, Rights & Values and European
Solidarity Corps programmes. The study also
provides an overview of citizenship education
policies and practices in 10 EU Member States and
formulates policy recommendations for decision
makers. According to the author, citizenship
education is at the heart of nation building and of

the European Project and has become more
prominent in European Union policies in recent
years, gaining a more central place in policy
debates and in education plans. However, the
author concluded with the observation that
tangible results are difficult to observe or measure
and that more remains to be done to reach the full
potential of citizenship education in the EU.

The subsequent exchange of views with CULT
Members showed the difficulties of finding a
consensus on the content and the relevance of
citizenship education across the Member States. In
this context, MEPs strongly insisted on the need to
mainstream support from EU sources to citizenship
education and build a stronger European
curriculum promoting the adherence to
democratic values across the EU and thus fighting
nationalistic and populist propaganda. CULT
Members expressed their willingness to support a
stronger role of education systems, to stimulate
the exchange of best practices and experiences on
democratic citizenship education – key to resilient
democratic societies.
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Votes

Strengthening Democracy and Media Freedom and Pluralism in the EU: the
undue use of actions under civil and criminal law to silence journalists, NGOs
and civil society
(Loucas FOURLAS, EPP)

The CULT Committee adopted with a vast majority an opinion (Rapporteur: Loucas
Fourlas,(EPP), Cyprus) on media freedom and pluralism in the EU. With this opinion,
CULT Members are putting the accent on the increasingly alarming situation
regarding media freedom in certain parts of the EU. In 2021, EU journalists continue
to experience harsh working conditions with increasing financial and political
pressure, surveillance, arbitrary prosecution, trials and prison sentences or violence
for doing their work. Against this backdrop, the opinion proposes concrete
legislative measures to strengthen independence and freedom of the press and guarantee safe
working conditions for journalists – key actors in a healthy democratic system.

Procedure file

An intellectual property action plan to support the EU’ recovery and resilience
(Andrey SLABAKOV, ECR)

Intangible assets covered by intellectual property have a growing importance in
today’s ‘knowledge economy’ and are playing a key role in the global race for
technological leadership. According to the opinion “An intellectual property action
plan to support the EU’s recovery and resilience”, adopted with a broad majority by
the CULT Committee (Andrey Slabakov (ECR), Bulgaria) on 31 August, acquiring IPs
rights is key for the development of the CCSs. This is particularly true in the context
of an aggressive international competitive environment, dominated by global

giants vertically integrating all steps in the business– from content generation to distribution.
Therefore, the opinion proposes ways for European CCS companies to reap the full benefit of their
creative work through the acquisition of IP rights, with a particular focus on SMEs –the most
vulnerable players in the sector.

Procedure file

Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector (Digital Markets Act)
Petra KAMMEREVERT (S&D)

Whilst recalling that the need to respect fundamental rights as well as the
principles of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, the adopted opinion clarifies
legally several provisions of the proposed Regulation. In particular, in order to
properly adjust the balance of power with gatekeepers, web browsers and digital
voice assistants are included in the list of central platform services. A minimum
level of transparency is also requested with regards to advertising and ranking
algorithms.

Procedure file

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2036(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2007(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0374(COD)&l=en
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Single Market for Digital Services (Digital Services Act) an amending Directive
2000/31/EC. Sabine VERHEYEN (EPP)

The adopted opinion aims to clarify the proposed Regulation and to improve the
objectives they aim to achieve, notably by ensuring its legal consistency with the
Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD), harmonising the existing rules on the
removal of illegal content, including the notion of editorial content providers in the
definitions as well as enhancing transparency. The opinion also introduces new
provisions regarding the traceability of business customers as well as regarding the
terms and conditions of intermediary service providers.

Procedure file

Draft General Budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022
Romeo FRANZ (Verts/ALE)

The opinion on the “Draft general budget of the European Union for the financial
year 2022” was adopted unanimously (26 votes in favour and 3 abstentions) on 27
September. The opinion underlines the need to strengthen the digital dimension of
the programmes, in particular in the context of the recovery. In addition, it calls
upon the Commission to identify new resources for the New European Bauhaus
initiative and proposes to increase the budget for “Multimedia actions” by
EUR 2, 2 million, insisting at the same time on the creation of a reserve of EUR 5
million. Finally, the opinion recalls once more the need to earmark 2% of the Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RRF) resources for the cultural and creative sectors (CCS).

Procedure file

Europe’s media in the Digital Decade: An Action Plan to Support Recovery and
Transformation. Dace MELBARDE (ECR)

In December 2020, the Commission launched an action plan to support the recovery
and transformation of the media and audiovisual sector, with a particular focus on
digital aspects. On 27 September, the CULT Committee adopted an INI report as a
reply to this action plan. In her report, which was unanimously adopted (28 votes in
favour and 1 abstention), Ms Melbarde looks into the causes of fragmentation in the
media sector and suggests ways to overcome those. The report calls for a
comprehensive news media and audiovisual policy, and encompassing legislative

and financial support initiatives. It also stresses that media convergence requires a new legislative
approach in order to provide a level-playing field which would also require fostering a crosscutting
horizontal media approach in all forthcoming EU legislation on the Digital sector.Considering the
existing market failures and fragmentation, the report calls for a substantial financial support for the
sector and urges to allocate more financing for the sector across various MFF programs and also
through tax policy reform. The report recommends to build on the example of the highly successful
Creative Europe’s MEDIA sub-programme, and to create a permanent NEWS media fund, in order to
safeguard the independence of European journalists and journalism, and guarantee the freedom of
the press.

Procedure file

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0361(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0227(BUD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2017(INI)&l=en
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The situation of artists and the cultural recovery in the EU
Monica SEMEDO (RENEW)

In the report, adopted unanimously (26 votes in favour and 3 abstentions), the
Committee calls on the Commission to propose the “European Status of the Artist”,
setting out a common framework for working conditions and minimum standards
for all EU countries. The report also calls on the Commission and the Member States
to remove all barriers to cross-border mobility concerning visas, taxation, and social
security, and the recognition of arts-based education degrees.
It raises also the issue of buy-out clauses imposed on artists by dominant digital
streaming platforms and the need to ensure that artists and cultural workers have access to collective
bargaining and to fully enforce the copyright legislation. The report also calls to foster and defend
artistic freedom and urges the Commission to sanction EU countries not respecting artistic freedom.

Procedure file

Consideration of draft reports

EU Sports policy: assessment and possible ways forward
Tomasz FRANKOWSKI (EPP)

On 31 August CULT Members discussed the draft report on “EU sports policy:
assessment and possible ways forward”. The Rapporteur, Mr Frankowski (EPP,
Poland), initiated his intervention by indicating that even though the task of mapping
out the future of sports in a few pages had been very challenging, his aim had been
to be concise, clear and to put forward concrete recommendations. The Rapporteur
highlighted some of the points tackled in his draft report such as the role of the CULT
Committee and of the EU Institutions regarding sports policy; the need for a new

communication by the European Commission on the future of sport; the need for a European sports
model based on the respect of values; the importance of stepping up efforts towards the inclusion in
sports activities of persons with disabilities and the need for financial solidarity between professional
and grassroots sport. Furthermore, the Rapporteur also acknowledged the role of sports federations
and the urgency in addressing challenges such as corruption and doping.
Last but not least, Mr Frankowski, mentioned the need for promoting healthy and active lifestyles,
education and development opportunities and the necessity for a specific mechanism to support the
sector after the COVID-19 pandemic, without forgetting the role of innovation and technology in the
future of the sector. In the ensuing discussion, Members congratulated the Rapporteur for his work and
consultations done during the preparation of the draft report and indicated some areas where
amendments could still be tabled in order to reinforce the political messages.

Procedure file

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2261(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2058(INI)&l=en
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Policy Department Research

Recently finished projects

Concomitant expertise for CULT reports:

INI report on Europe’s Media in the Digital Decade: An Action Plan to Support Recovery and Transformation:

- Background analysis on Europe’s media in the digital decade: an action plan to support recovery
and transformation in the news media sector;

- Thematic briefing on Media Action Plan: key challenges related to media pluralism, media freedom
and democracy;

- Briefing on Media Action Plan: policy recommendations.

INI report on The situation of artists and the cultural recovery in the EU.

- Background analysis on The situation of artists and the cultural recovery in the EU.

- Policy Recommendations Briefing on The situation of artists and cultural workers and the post-
COVID cultural recovery in the European Union policy.

INI report on The European Education Area: a shared holistic approach to education, skills and competences:

- Study on Making the European Education Area a reality: state of affairs, challenges and prospects;

- Study on Towards a European Education – Critical Perspectives on Challenges Ahead;

- Briefing on Approaches of the Council and the Commission to the European Education Area:
strategic priorities and quantitative objectives;

- Briefing on The European Education Area seen by the Member States of the European Union -
Synthesis of a survey conducted amongst Member States’ representatives (internal);

- Briefing on The European Education Area: bibliographical review (internal).

Other studies:

EU sports policy: assessment and possible ways forward.

Cultural and Creative Sectors in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis effects and policy recommendations.

Education and Youth in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis effects and policy recommendations.

Selection of forthcoming projects

Concomitant expertise for CULT reports:

INI report on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism:

- Background analysis (expected October 2021);

- Policy Recommendations Briefing (expected October 2021).

Other studies:

- The European Schools system: state of play, challenges and perspectives (expected March 2022),

- The European Union’s approach to multilingualism in its own communications policy (expected April 2022).

https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/07/europes-media-in-the-digital-decade-an-action-plan-to-support-recovery-and-transformation-in-the-news-media-sector/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/07/europes-media-in-the-digital-decade-an-action-plan-to-support-recovery-and-transformation-in-the-news-media-sector/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/18/media-action-plan-key-challenges-related-to-media-pluralism-media-freedom-and-democracy/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/18/media-action-plan-key-challenges-related-to-media-pluralism-media-freedom-and-democracy/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/21/media-action-plan-policy-recommendations/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/24/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-19-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-background-analysis/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-policy-recommendations-briefing/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-policy-recommendations-briefing/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/10/making-the-european-education-area-a-reality-state-of-affairs-challenges-and-prospects/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/10/towards-a-european-education-critical-perspectives-on-challenges-ahead/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/04/20/approaches-of-the-council-and-the-commission-to-the-european-education-area-strategic-priorities-and-quantitative-objectives/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/04/20/approaches-of-the-council-and-the-commission-to-the-european-education-area-strategic-priorities-and-quantitative-objectives/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/06/15/eu-sports-policy-assessment-and-possible-ways-forward/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/02/18/cultural-and-creative-sectors-in-covid-19-europe-crisis-effects-and-policy-recommendations/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/education-and-youth-in-post-covid-19-europe-crisis-effects-and-policy-recommendations-final-report/
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Useful links and contacts:

 Research for CULT Committee
 Supporting analysis for CULT

Committee
 https://twitter.com/PolicyCULT
 poldep-cohesion@europarl.europa.eu

Next CULT Committee meeting: 11 October 2021

Useful links

 CULT Committee website
 Meeting documents
 Calendar of meetings

 Policy Department Publications in the EP
 European Parliament - Think Thank
 The Portuguese Presidency of the

Council

About the editor
European Parliament
Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union
Secretariat of the Committee on Culture and Education

Subscription
To subscribe: CULT Homepage
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