
 

 

Alexei Navalny, Russia 

 

Alexei Navalny is a Russian opposition leader, lawyer and anti-corruption activist, who has 

become known for organising anti-government demonstrations and establishing himself as the 

strongest opposition candidate to the ruling party in Russia. Navalny was a member of the 

Russian Opposition Coordination Council and is the leader of the Russia of the Future party as 

well as the founder of the Anti-Corruption Foundation (FBK). The FBK has published 

investigations into alleged corruption by high-ranking Russian officials, including two 

documentaries: He Is Not Dimon to You (2017), about former Prime Minister and President 

Dmitry Medvedev, and Putin’s Palace (2021), about a palace allegedly built for the Russian 

president, allegations the latter denied. 

Russian authorities have arrested Navalny several times. He received suspended sentences for 

embezzlement in two cases, one in July 2013 and another in December 2014. According to 

rulings by the European Court of Human Rights, the cases violated Navalny’s right to a fair 

trial. In 2013, the Russia-based organisation Memorial, the 2009 Sakharov Prize 

laureate,  recognised Navalny as a political prisoner. In February 2014, Navalny was placed 

under house arrest and forbidden from communicating with anyone but his family. 

Navalny tried to run for President of Russia during the 2018 election but was barred by 

Russia’s Central Election Commission in December 2017. The Supreme Court of 

Russia rejected his appeal and upheld the ban. 

On 20 August 2020, Navalny was hospitalised and left in a serious condition after being 

poisoned by a Novichok nerve agent. Two days later, he was transported to Berlin on a medical 

evacuation flight paid for by the German non-governmental organisation Cinema for Peace. 

An investigation into the poisoning implicated agents from the Russian Federal Security 

Service. The EU, UK and US responded by imposing sanctions on senior Russian officials. 

Navalny recovered from a coma five months later and returned to Moscow on 17 January 2021, 

where he was immediately arrested at the airport. On 2 February 2021, a Moscow court 

sentenced him to two and a half years’ imprisonment for the alleged violation of his probation 

for the 2014 suspended sentence for embezzlement, because he had failed to report to Russia’s 

Federal Prison Service twice per month when he was recovering in Germany. On 

31 March 2021, after prison authorities failed to provide him with adequate medical care or 

allow his own doctors to visit him, Navalny began a 23-day hunger strike in protest. 



 

 

Alexei Navalny is currently imprisoned in a high-security penal colony. The European 

Parliament has repeatedly asked for his immediate and unconditional release and called on the 

EU Member States to significantly strengthen sanctions against ’individuals and legal entities’ 

involved in the decision to arrest and imprison him. 


