
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear all, 

the next ENVI meeting will take place on 27 
and 28 October 2021. 

On Wednesday 27, we will start our work by 
focusing on public health. The COVID -19 
pandemic has demonstrated the need to 
strengthen EU health systems’ resilience and 
the importance of clear legal frameworks to 

ensure the supply of both medicinal products  
and medical devices, including the so-called in vitro medical devices, especially  
in times of crisis. In vitro medical devices are tests used on biological samples 
to determine the status of a person's health, such as pregnancy tests, blood 
glucose tests for diabetics, HIV tests or COVID-19 tests. The EU has recently  

revised the rules on medical devices and in vitro medical devices.  Parliament 
has asked the Commission, on several occasions, to submit a legislative  
proposal to ensure a smooth transition to the new regulatory framework in 
order to avoid any disruption of supply during crisis and ensure the availability  

of in vitro diagnostic medical devices on the EU market. During two exchange  
of views with the Commission, ENVI Members will discuss the revision 
proposed by the Commission on the Regulation on in vitro diagnostics and the 
ongoing preparation to the implementation of the Regulation on medical 
devices.  

In the afternoon, DG SANTE Director Mr Matthew Hudson, will update  
Members on the latest developments on the EU4Health’s annual work  
programme, including the outcomes of the proceedings of the EU4Health 

Steering Group and the results of the consultation with stakeholders. The 
exchange of views will also be the opportunity for Members to discuss with the 
Commission about the financial impact of the Health Emergency Preparedness  
and Response Authority (HERA) on the EU4Health Programme. Following the 

ENVI exchange of views with Commissioner Kyriakides on the HERA proposal, I 
have sent, on behalf of ENVI Coordinators, a letter to the Commissioner,  
expressing dissatisfaction with the legal base used in the HERA proposal and 
underlining that HERA, as proposed by the Commission, is to be considered only  
as an interim structure established to address the urgency of the situation. 

On Wednesday 27, ENVI will hold an exchange of views with Commissioners  
Sinkevičus and Commissioner Wojciechowski on the New EU Forest Strategy for 
2030. The strategy is one of the flagship initiatives of the European Green Deal 

and builds on the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030. It is an essential part of the 
green transition necessary to achieve the EU’s biodiversity objectives as well as 
greenhouse gas emission reduction target of at least 55% by 2030 and climate  
neutrality by 2050.  

Mainstreaming climate spending and financing the green transition in a 
sustainable manner are also key elements to ensure the implementation of the 
Green Deal. ENVI will hold an exchange of views with the Commission on the 

Strategy for Financing the Transition to a Sustainable Economy. Moreover, on 
Thursday 28, together with CONT and ECON committees, ENVI Members will 
exchange with the European Court of Auditors on the Special Report on 
Sustainable Finance. The report highlights the need for more consistent EU 
actions to redirect finance toward sustainable investment. 

Finally, ENVI will continue its work in preparation for the UN Climate Change 
Conference that will take place from 9-12 November in Glasgow. I will have the 

honour to lead the EP delegation that will attend the COP26, bringing forward 
Parliament’s recommendations adopted in its resolution in the EP plenary last 

week. In preparation for the COP26, the EP delegation will exchange views with 

Executive Vice-President Timmermans on Thursday 28 October.  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin – 26 October 2021 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

 

Exchanges of views 

 with the Commission on the amendment of Regulation (EU) 2017/746 
on in vitro diagnostic medical devices (27/10) 

 with the Commission on the ongoing preparations and implementation 
of Regulation (EU) 2017/745 on medical devices 

 with the Commission on the outcome of the consultations of the 
EU4Health Steering Group and the impact of the HERA on the EU4Health 
(27/10) 

 with Commissioners Sinkevičius and Wojciechowski on the EU Forest 
Strategy (27/10) 

 with the Commission on the Strategy for Financing the Transition to a 
Sustainable Economy (27/10) 

 with ECA on the Special Report 22/2021: Sustainable finance: More 
consistent EU action needed to redirect finance towards sustainable  

investment (28/10, jointly with CONT and ECON) 

 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Commissioners Sinkevičius and Wojciechowski on 
the New EU Forest Strategy for 2030 

ENVI will hold an exchange of views 
with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, 
Commissioner for Environment,  

Oceans and Fisheries and Mr 
Wojciechowski, Commissioner for 
Agriculture on the new EU forest 
Strategy for 2030. The strategy is one 

of the flagship initiatives of the European Green Deal and builds on the EU 

biodiversity strategy for 2030. It will contribute in achieving the EU’s 
biodiversity objectives as well as greenhouse gas emission reduction target of  
at least 55% by 2030 and climate neutrality by 2050. It recognises the centra l 
and multifunctional role of forests, and the contribution of foresters and the 
entire forest-based value chain for achieving a sustainable and climate neutra l 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

economy by 2050 and to preserving lively and prosperous rural areas. ENVI will 

be associated under rule 57 with AGRI for their own-initiative report ‘New EU 
Forest Strategy for 2030 - Sustainable Forest Management in Europe’ . 

EU4Health Steering Group and the impact of the 

HERA on the EU4Health  

ENVI will hold an exchange of views 
with the Commission on the  
outcomes of the proceedings of the 

EU4Health Steering Group and the 
results of the consultation of 
stakeholders that have taken place in 
the past few weeks before the last 
Steering Group meeting scheduled 

on 12 November 2021. The Regulation establishing the EU4Health programme 
creates a EU4Health Steering Group to ensure a smooth implementation of the 
programme. The Commission shall consult the EU4Health Steering Group as 
well as relevant stakeholders, including representatives of civil society and 
patient organisations on the priorities and strategic orientations of the annual 

work programme, before its adoption.   The exchange of views will be also the 
opportunity for Members to discuss with the Commission about the budgetary  
impact of the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority (HERA) 
on the EU4Health Programme. HERA will have €6 billion funding in 2022-2027 
for preparedness and response from several EU programmes – mainly 

EU4Health, rescEU, Horizon Europe and NextGenEU. In particular, the 
EU4Health Programme would contribute EUR 2,795 billion to HERA, while the 
Cluster Health Line in Horizon Europe would contribute EUR 1,709 billion.   
Emergency operations will be financed through the Emergency Support 
Instrument. 

Strategy for Financing the Transition to a 

Sustainable Economy  

On October 27th, the ENVI Members  
will have the opportunity to exchange 
views with Mr Marcel Haag, Director 
for Horizontal Policies, DG FISMA who 
will present the Strategy for Financing  

the Transition to a Sustainable  
Economy. While major progress has  
been made since 2018, when the main 

building blocks of the EU’s sustainable finance framework, including the EU 
taxonomy, were put in place, additional action is needed. The financial sector 

plays an important role in supporting the transition towards sustainable  
economy that is at the heart of post-pandemic recovery. It will also contribute 
significantly to reaching the EU’s ambitious climate and energy targets as set 
out in the European Green Deal. Adopted in July 2021, the strategy identifies  
six sets of actions, including extending sustainable finance toolbox, improving  

the inclusiveness of SMEs by giving them the right tools and incentives to access 
the financing for sustainable transition, enhance the resilience of the financia l 
system to sustainability risks or an action at a global level, to develop 
international sustainable finance initiatives and standards, and support EU 
partner countries. ECON Members have also been invited to this exchange of  

views. 

Revision of the Regulation on in vitro diagnostic 

medical devices  
During an exchange of views with the 

Commission, ENVI Members will discuss  
the revision proposed by the 
Commission on the Regulation on in vitro  
diagnostics. In vitro medical devices are 
tests used on biological samples to 

determine the status of a person's  
health, such as pregnancy tests, blood 

glucose tests for diabetics, HIV tests or COVID-19 tests. The EU has recently  
adopted rules on medical devices and in vitro medical devices.  Parliament has 
asked the Commission, in several occasions, to submit a legislative proposal to 

ensure a smooth transition to the new regulatory framework in order to avoid 
any disruption of supply during crisis and ensure the availability of in vitro 
diagnostic medical devices on the EU market, especially in times of crises. The 
revision suggests extending the scope and timelines of existing transitiona l 
provisions. By doing so, the Commission proposes to reduce the strain on 

manufacturers, notified bodies, health institutions, Member States’ competent 
authorities and other actors and avoid shortages of devices.  The proposal does  
not change any requirements of the In Vitro Diagnostic (IVD) Regulation in 
substance but proposes to change the transitional provisions to allow the 
Regulation's progressive rollout.  

Preparation for the implementation of the Medical 
Devices Regulation  

During an exchange of views, the 
Commission will update ENVI 

Members on the state of play of  
the ongoing preparations to 
ensure the full implementation of  
the Medical Devices Regulation.  

Regulation (EU) 2017/745 on 
medical devices, entered into 

force in May 2021, opening the current implementation phase, where several 
acts, such as soft law implementing acts as well as guidelines, will have to be 
published. Discussions between the Commission, through its Medical Device 

Coordination Group (MDCG), Member States and stakeholders are undergoing.  
Several documents have been already proposed, while guidelines are expected 
to be adopted by end 2021. 

ECA Special Report 22/2021 on Sustainable finance 
with CONT and ECON 

CONT, ECON and ENVI will hold a joint  
exchange of views with the Europea n 
Court of Auditors on the Special 
Report on “Sustainable Finance: more 

consistent EU action needed to 
redirect finance towards sustainable  
investment”. In 2018, the Commission 
established a Sustainable Finance  
Action Plan, which included measures  

to redirect private finance towards sustainable investment, manage financia l 
risks linked to climate change and improve sustainable corporate governance  
in the private sector. At the same time, the Commission and the European 
Investment Bank continued efforts to provide public financial support for 



 

sustainable investments, in particular related to climate action. The ECA Report 

focuses on whether the 2018 Action Plan addressed the key issues related to 
sustainable finance and was implemented on time. The report highlights the 
need for more consistent EU actions to redirect finance toward sustainable  
investment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent publications:  
 

 Study on the COP26 Climate Change Conference, Glasgow, United 
Kingdom 

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions  

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 
 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 

Agreement by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security  

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 

challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 
Upcoming publications: 
 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between zoonotic pandemics and the 
livestock sector 

 Carbon farming: making agriculture fit for 2030 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Kunming, China 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=59378
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695459/IPOL_STU(2021)695459_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695459/IPOL_STU(2021)695459_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

The EEA report ‘Knowledge for Action:  
Empowering the transition to a sustainable  

Europe’ considers the findings of the 
EEA’s ‘European environment – state and 
outlook 2020’ report (SOER 2020) in the 

context of Europe’s current environment and climate goals, and the knowledge  
needed to achieve sustainability in line with the European Green Deal. More  

info here and here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

EFSA and the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
have started parallel public consultations on the 
initial scientific evaluations of glyphosate, which will 

run until mid-November and were prepared by the Assessment Group on 
Glyphosate (AGG) that comprises four national competent authorities. All 

comments will be published after their closure on the two agencies’ websites  
and will be collated by relevance for each Agency's process. These 
considerations will be taken forward when ECHA's Risk Assessment Committee  
develops its opinion on the classification of glyphosate under the Classification,  
Labelling and Packaging (CLP) Regulation, which will then be taken into account 

in EFSA's peer review expected in the second half of 2022. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
ECHA publishes advice to advance the use of non-

animal test methods  
ECHA has recently published advice to registrants on 
how to reliably combine different sources of 

alternative data when assessing skin sensitisation of chemicals. This reduces 
the need to test on animals, while protecting people from allergies. The 

advice is based on a recent OECD guideline. ECHA contributed significantly to 
the development of this guideline, in close cooperation with the OECD, the 

Joint Research Centre and other organisations. More here. Read also ECHA 
page on animal testing under REACH. 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
On 11 October EMA started evaluating an 

application for marketing authorisation for the  
monoclonal antibody combination Ronaprev e  
(casirivimab / imdevimab). The applicant is  
Roche Registration GmbH. Ronapreve is  

intended for the treatment of COVID-19 in adults and adolescents from 12 

years of age who do not require supplemental oxygen therapy and who are at 
increased risk of progressing to severe COVID 19, and for the prevention of  
COVID-19 in adults and adolescents aged 12 years and older. More info here. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  

ECDC supports Member States to increase COVID-19 
vaccination acceptance and uptake in the EU/EEA 

74% of people aged 18 and over in the EU/EEA are  

currently fully vaccinated but coverage is far from equal 
across countries, ranging from 23% to 91% of people fully vaccinated. Data 
underlines that there are several gaps that must be addressed in order to 
increase COVID-19 vaccine uptake, as low vaccination rates in some countries  
or across population subgroups can result in the continued overloading of  

health care systems and preventable mortality rates. In order to support 
Member States in identifying barriers to the uptake of COVID-19 vaccination,  
the ECDC has published the report “Facilitating COVID-19 vaccination 
acceptance and uptake in the EU/EEA”. The report  is based on the ‘5Cs’ model 
– Confidence, Constraints, Complacency, Calculation, and Collectiv e  

responsibility – and can be used by Member States as a tool to understand the  
reasons behind low vaccination uptake, and for designing strategies aimed at 
facilitating COVID-19 vaccination acceptance. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 21 - 22 June 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
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download the extracts of speeches. 
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ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
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