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Dear readers, 
 
Next week, we will 
take a close look at 
the mechanics of 
disinformation and 
conspiracy theories. 
We have invited experts to speak about three topics 
that are often hijacked by foreign actors trying to 
manipulate the public debate: climate change, 
vaccination and migration. 
 
Even though the topics are different, they have 
some characteristics in common. They are at the 
heart of our public debate and concern the future 
of Europe, sanitary and ethical questions and the 
core of values of the European project. Our 
challenge as legislators is to ensure citizens a ready 
access to reliable information. Every opinion is 
welcome in the public debate and should be able to 
be expressed; this is the very heart of well-
functioning democratic life. We must ensure an 
inviolable democratic framework. No foreign 
penetration that aims at distorting public opinion 
and polarising our societies is acceptable. 
 
These three topics have proven to be very useful for 
those trying to sow division where we instead would 
urgently need to look for common solutions. 
 
As we saw during the recent hearing with Facebook 
whistle-blower Frances HAUGEN, online platforms 
have until now chosen designs and business model 
that give disinformation and polarising content 
priority over journalism content and reliable 
information. Foreign authoritarian regimes wishing 
to destabilize our democracies know exactly how to 
exploit this. We must urgently put an end to these 
practices. 
 
I look forward to the discussion with our invited 
guests. I am convinced this meeting will give us 
much useful input when we finalise our report. 

 
Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 

 
Hearing on disinformation and conspiracy 
theories: vaccination, climate change, migration - 
16:45-18:45 (Meeting room: SPINELLI 1G3). 
 
During this session, we will discuss disinformation 
and conspiracy theories around some important 
topics, such as vaccination, migration and climate 
change.  
 
Invited experts: 
 
Ms. Chine LABBE is Managing Editor and Vice 
President Partnerships, Europe at NewsGuard, a US 
company that provides credibility ratings and 
detailed “Nutrition Labels” for thousands of news 
and information websites, and alerts internet users 
on sources of misinformation. Previously based in 
New York, she is currently based in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Before joining NewsGuard, Ms. LABBE 
worked for six years as a print reporter for Reuters 
in Paris, where she covered politics, courts, security 
and terrorism. She also worked as a multimedia 
producer for The Economist in New York. She is a 
former Fulbright scholar and graduated from a dual 
degree program between the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism and the Sciences Po 
Journalism School in Paris in 2010. Ms. LABBE is also 
the host and producer of Good Code, a podcast on 
ethics in digital technologies, created in 2018 
collaboration with Cornell Tech’s Digital Life 
Initiative (DLI). 
 
Ms. Katarína KLINGOVÁ is a Senior Research Fellow 
of Centre for Democracy and Resilience at the 
GLOBSEC Policy Institute, an international think 
tank based in Bratislava. Since 2016, she has led 
research on information operations and hybrid 
threats, and capacity-building projects focusing on 
societal resilience, vulnerabilities of public 
administration, and strategic communication. 
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In her previous capacities, Ms. KLINGOVÁ worked 
for Transparency International Slovakia and the 
European Commission.  
She also holds an MA in Political Science with 
Specialization in Research Methodology and Social 
Analysis from the Central European University in 
Budapest, Hungary and an MA in European Studies 
from Comenius University in Bratislava.  
 
Mr. Sander VAN DER LINDEN, Ph.D., is Professor of 
Social Psychology in Society and Director of the 
Cambridge Social Decision-Making Lab in the 
Department of Psychology at the University of 
Cambridge. He has published over 100 papers and 
has won numerous awards for his research on 
human judgment, communication, and decision-
making. Mr. VAN DER LINDEN co-designed the 
award-winning Bad News game, which has been 
played by millions of people around the world and 
frequently advises governments and social media 
companies on how to fight misinformation. His 
research is regularly featured in outlets such as the 
New York Times, NPR, Rolling Stone, and the BBC 
and he has been described by WIRED magazine as 
one of “15 top thinkers” and by Fast Company as 
one “four heroes who are defending digital 
democracy online”. He is currently writing two 
books, the Truth Vaccine (WW 
Norton/HarperCollins) and the Psychology of 
Misinformation (CUP). Before joining Cambridge, he 
held academic positions at Princeton, Yale, and the 
London School of Economics. 
 
Mr. Alberto NEIDHARDT is a Policy Analyst in the 
European Migration and Diversity programme of 
the European Policy Centre. His research areas 
include asylum, migration and integration matters, 
with a particular interest in the politics of migration 
and specific expertise on EU law. He also lectures on 
comparative law and legal pluralism at the 
University of Antwerp. Prior to joining the EPC, Mr. 
NEIDHARDT was a PhD candidate in law at the 
European University Institute (EUI), teaching 
assistant at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) and research assistant at Queen 
Mary, University of London. He holds an LLM in 

Comparative, European and International Laws 
from the European University Institute and an MA 
in International and Comparative Legal Studies from 
SOAS. 
 
Mr. Paul BUTCHER is a Policy Analyst in the 
European Politics and Institutions programme of 
the European Policy Centre. His primary research 
interests relate to disinformation and tech policy, 
democracy and citizens’ participation, and EU 
enlargement to the Western Balkans. Prior to 
joining the EPC in 2017, he was a research assistant 
at the Karl-Franzens University of Graz. Mr. 
BUTCHER has also completed traineeships at the 
European Parliament and with SOS Children’s 
Villages in Vienna. He holds a BA in Modern and 
Medieval Languages from the University of 
Cambridge and an MA in Southeast European 
Studies from the Karl-Franzens University of Graz. 
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Thursday 2 December, 09.00-12.00 

Foreign interference in the Western Balkans 
 

Thursday 9 December, 09.00-12.00  
Consideration of Amendments 
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