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Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, 13 October 2021 

 

I will present the conditions for the functioning of civil society and NGOs in Slovenia, which have 

deteriorated markedly over the last year and a half. Never before have we witnessed so many attacks 

on NGOs from the highest instances in the country, especially those led and controlled by the 

Slovenian Democratic Party. 

 

There are at least 3 ways in which the government is trying to hinder the work of NGOs: 

1. public smearing, 

2. cutting resources and destroying basic infrastructure, 

3. changes in legislation. 

 

1. Public smear campaigns 

Public smearing is the most common strategy of the representatives of the ruling SDS and the 

government in dealing with critical organisations and individuals. Among NGOs, the targets are 

mainly those that advocate human rights, nature protection, the rule of law and democracy, or work 

in the field of culture. 

I will show a tweet of the Prime Minister from last week, in which he attacked the Peace Institute 

after we called on the Ombudsman to investigate police violence at recent protests. The tweet also 

appeared on the official profile of the Slovenian government. 
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Translation: “The "Peace Institute", along with other #NGOs and paramilitaries of the left, are the 

individuals who have lived at your expense for years. That's why wages and pensions have stagnated 

for too long, why there has been no investment in education, health, sport, long-term care, road 

infrastructure, flood safety...” 

Government representatives manipulate public information about the funding and activities of 

NGOs, presenting them as parasites and a threat to the nation, all with the aim of inciting the public 

against NGOs and shutting them down. 

The smear campaigns are coordinated and, apart from social media posts, include public speeches by 

the Prime Minister and his party colleagues, articles in media owned and controlled by the SDS party, 

or even surveys sent by the SDS to households in the country. 

 

2. Cutting resources and destroying basic infrastructure 

The government is also trying to restrict the activities of NGOs financially. In the budget rebalancing 

for next year, it has cut the funds allocated to cultural NGOs by half. 

One of the first moves by the government's Communications Office after taking office was to refuse 

to disburse funds for projects on migrations and media literacy, which had been approved in the 

2020 call for proposals. Specifically, the Peace Institute was refused funds because during the 

epidemic, we held workshops on migrations and solidarity online, rather than in schools, which were 

closed at the time. 

Another case concerns the Ministry of Culture, which wants to evict more than 20 NGOs from the 

building at 6 Metelkova Street in Ljubljana. Although the building is owned by the Ministry, it was 

specifically designated for civil society activities by a government decision in the mid-1990s. The 

reasons for the eviction are mainly ideological, as the organisations in question are internationally 

renowned for their work on independent culture, human rights and minority advocacy. The Ministry 

of Culture is also throwing 6 libraries operating at the address into the street. On the other hand, the 

same Ministry recently granted the status of public interest organisation to an association that 

openly spreads hatred and intolerance and sympathises with Hitler and Nazism. The fact that the 

organisations at Metelkova 6 received eviction notices on the very day that the corona virus 

epidemic and curfew were declared for the second time speaks volumes about the motives of the 

Ministry. No dialogue could be established with the Ministry. 
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3. Changes in legislation 

In particular, the government's legislative changes have severely restricted the ability of 

environmental and nature conservation NGOs to operate. Before the amendment, organisations with 

public interest status had the right to participate as nature defenders in all administrative and judicial 

proceedings, but after the amendment the right to legal protection was virtually wiped out. 

This legislative proposal was slipped into the anti-corona legislative packages, all of which were 

adopted under the urgency procedure and without any public debate, which is generally typical of 

the way the current government operates. Under the SDS government, NGOs and the professional 

public are excluded from the drafting of legislative proposals. Most often, it is not known where and 

how legislative proposals are made, which increases corruption risks and allows the SDS party to 

reckon with everything that does not fall within its ideological and interest framework. 

 

Conclusion 

Let me conclude. Using the same methods that the SDS party and the government use to attack 

NGOs (smearing, denial of funding, legal amendments), they are also targeting other independent 

institutions and critical voices, such as the Information Commissioner, courts, prosecutors, the Court 

of Auditors, the media, and critical individuals. The aim of such actions is clear: to disable the 

institutions and oversight mechanisms that underpin the functioning of the rule of law (the so-called 

checks and balances). This means that the government is actively undermining the rule of law and 

democracy in Slovenia and replacing it with autocratic rule. 

 


