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A Summary 

 

The Legal Network for the Protection of Democracy (LNPD) came about from the 

need in Slovenian society to monitor, offer tools for understanding and to protect the 

rule of law in times of global pandemic of corona-virus. Importantly, the pandemic in 

Slovenia coincided with formation, in March 2020, of a new coalition government led 

by Janez Jansa, the president of the biggest party in the governing coalition, SDS 

(Slovenian Democratic Party).  

 

Among the first and most worrisome Government’s measures have been restrictions 

of democratic participation and the right to appeal for NGOs in public interest in 

the field of environmental protection and nature conservation. These measures were 

first introduced as part of “corona legislation package” with little to no public 

consultation and were later also introduced in amendments to individual Acts, 

accompanied with the reorganization of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 

Planning and Environmental Agency so that offices issuing environmental permits are 

now under direct control of the Ministry. The government unilaterally pushed through 

the parliament amendments to the Water Act, which led to a referendum in July 

2021 demanded by civil society and supported by political opposition. More than 86 

percent of the cast votes were against the government’s amendments, previously 

rejected also by experts and environmentalists. 

 

Throughout the pandemic the Government limited access to legal and oversight 

offices designating certain procedures as not urgent, which led to a limited oversight 

over its decisions and policies, especially in the field of data and privacy protection. 

The Government has also stopped systematically publishing draft legislation, and 

draft and final Government’s decisions leading to reduced public access to 

information and democratic participation. The state oversight offices, including 

Ombudsman and Court of Audit issued a statement in June 2021 drawing attention to 

repeated attacks on their work and political pressures exerted on the independent 

oversight bodies. Attacks, mostly through the internet platforms and media co-owned 

by SDS, have been directed also against the Constitutional Court and the court system 

in general, coinciding with judgments that were not to Government’s liking, and also 

against civil society organizations and peaceful protesters, labeling them “antifa” 

extremists, fascists etc.  

 

Almost all governmental regulations that have been challenged at the Constitutional 

Court have been annulled or the Court demanded that the Parliament and the 

Government correct the unconstitutionalities. Majority of the Court decisions 

establishes basic, procedural violations of the rule of law and the principle of legality. 

None of the decisions have yet been implemented although deadline has expired. 

 

On the case of National Press Agency and non-payments by the Government the 

LPND filed criminal charges against the Director of Government Office for 
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Communication because of misuse of his authority. As a response, the Director filed 

criminal charges against the coordinator of LPND for false accusation.  
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