
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 Dear All, 

The next ENVI meeting will take place on 29-
30 November. It comes at the end of a busy  
month, with a group of us attending the UN 

Climate Change Conference, COP26, in 
Glasgow where we met ministers ,  
parliamentarians and other delegates from 
several non-EU countries, as well as 
representatives from internationa l 

organisations and NGOs from Europe and 
developing countries. This afternoon, we will take stock of COP26 and draw 
lessons for the EU with Commission Executive Vice President, Frans 
Timmermans.  

Earlier in the afternoon, we will be discussing the related topic of biodiversity  
in with a view to next year's UN Biodiversity Conference to conclude a Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. We will hear from Basile van Havre, co-

chair of the Open Ended Working Group, followed by a discussion with the 
Commission about the negotiations and main challenges. 

We will close the Monday afternoon session with a presentation by the WHO 

on its new global air quality guidelines dealing with particulate matter, ozone, 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide. 

Tuesday morning will begin with votes on two health files: one is to approve  
the agreement with Council that will strengthen EU cooperation on Health 
Technology Assessment. The regulation will dramatically reduce duplication of  
clinical assessments, ensure sustainable cooperation on HTA and ensure  
greater transparency of reports and work in relation to joint clinica l 

assessments. The other is to approve a reinforced role for the European 
Medicines Agency, part of the Health Union package. 

Appropriately, we will also be holding the annual exchange of views with Ms 
Emer Cooke, Executive Director of the EMA. This will give members a chance to 
discuss the crucial role the agency has played in the COVID epidemic and the 
ongoing challenges that it faces. 

The meeting will close with Director General Wolfgang Burtscher from DG AGRI 
setting out the implementation of the environmental provisions of the future  
Common Agriculture Policy. This will be an opportunity to hear how the 
Commission plans to enhance opportunities for climate-friendly farming and to 

promote biodiversity as well as to raise questions about the reinforced 
performance monitoring and evaluation framework. 

Speaking of the need to preserve biodiversity, it is worth noting that, at our 
previous, half-day meeting on 18 November, we exchanged views with 
Commissioner Sinkevičius on the legislative proposal to minimise the risk of  
deforestation and forest degradation associated with products placed on the 
Union market. We also heard from the Commission in advance of the 

International Maritime Organization's Marine Environment Protection 
Committee meeting that took place last week. In addition, we had an exchange  
of views with the Commission on the proposals for medicines, sanitary and 
phytosanitary aspects under the Ireland/Northern Ireland Protocol  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT 

Pascal Canfin – 29 November 2021 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes 

 Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on health technology assessment and amending Directive 2011/24/EU - 
simple vote on the recommendation for second reading  

 A reinforced role for the European Medicines Agency in crisis  
preparedness and management for medicinal products and medical 

devices - simple vote on the draft agreement 

Exchanges of views 

 Presentation of the first draft of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity  
Framework by Mr van Havre and discussions on the main challenges, co-
chair of the Open Ended Working Group and exchange of views with the 

commission on biodiversity negotiations in view of COP 15 (29/11) 

 With Executive Vice President Timmermans – taking stock of COP26 and 
the consequences for EU climate policies (29/11) 

 Presentation by WHO of the new Global Air Quality Guidelines and 
exchange of views on the impact on relevant EU legislation (with the 

participation of the Commission) (29/11) 

 With Emer Cooke (European Medicines Agency) (30/11) 
 With the Commission on the implementation of the environment 

provisions of the future CAP, especially the strategic plans (30/11) 

Joint debate on the draft opinions on the 2020 discharge 

 General budget of the EU - European Commission 

 European Food Safety Authority 
 European Chemicals Agency 

 European Medicines Agency 

 European Environment Agency 

 European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and 
biodiversity negotiations in view of the 2nd part of 
the COP 15 CBD meeting 

Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 15th Conference of the Parties  
(COP) to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity has been 
divided in two. The first part was 
held remotely from 11 to 15 

October 2021 while the second is 
scheduled to be held in person in 
Kunming, China, from 28 April to 8 
May 2022. 

One of the main objective of this Conference is the adoption of a “Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework”, an ambitious plan to transform society’s 
relationship with biodiversity, ensuring that by 2050 the shared vision of ‘living 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

in harmony with nature’ is fulfilled. Basile van Havre, Co-Chair for the 

Convention on Biological Diversity’s Open-Ended Working Group for a Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, will present the first draft of this  
Framework on Monday. 

He will be followed by DG ENV Director Humberto Delgado Rosa, who will 
explain the Commission's preparations for the Kunming Conference. ENVI 
Members will then discuss the issues with the two speakers.  

Executive Vice President Timmermans – taking 
stock of COP26 and the consequences for EU 

climate policies 
Following up on briefing  
meetings between Executive  
Vice President Timmermans  
and the EP delegation in 
Glasgow, he will discuss the 

outcome of the UN climate 
change conference with ENVI 
Members. Attention is likely 
to focus on the extent to 
which the agreements  

reached in Glasgow keep open the target of limiting global warming to 1.5° and 
the further steps that will be required to achieve this goal.  

This discussion will also serve as a prelude to the work on the 'Fit for 55' 
legislative package the Committee will be carrying out next year. This legislation 
will play a key role in enabling the EU to reduce its net greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 55% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. It will revise the 

entire EU 2030 climate and energy framework, including the legislation on 
effort sharing, land use and forestry, renewable energy, energy efficiency,  
emission standards for new cars and vans, and the Energy Taxation Directive. 

WHO on the new Global Air Quality Guidelines and 
exchange of views on the impact on relevant EU 
legislation  

The updated Air Quality Guidelines ' 
overall objective is to offer quantitative ,  
health-based recommendations for air 
quality management, expressed as 
long- or short-term concentrations for a 
number of key air pollutants. Althoug h 

not legally binding, the updated AQGs 
provide WHO Member States with an 

evidence-informed tool that they can use to inform legislation and policy. The 
goal of these guidelines is to help reduce levels of air pollutants to decrease the 

enormous health burden resulting from exposure to air pollution.  

On 25 March 2021, the EP adopted a resolution calling on the Commission to 

update EU air quality standards as soon as the new WHO guidelines became 
available. In 2022, the Commission intends to make a proposal for closer 
alignment. The discussion will also give Members a chance to consider way the 
implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives, which appear to have 
been only partially effective. 

Emer Cooke (European Medicines Agency)  
ENVI has invited the European Medicines  
Agency's Executive Director, Ms Emer 
Cooke, for an exchange of views on the  
EMA’s activities, as part of the discussions  

that ENVI regularly holds with agencies. In 
addition to the latest developments in the 
COVID pandemic, including the EMA’s 
human medicines committee's recent 
recommendation to include children aged 

5 to 11 among those eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty, Members will 
have the opportunity to discuss issues such as accessibility of medicines,  
prevention of shortages and the EMA's role in increasing cooperation between 
Member States in this field.  

Ms Cooke will also report on the general running and functioning of the Agency. 
In its resolution on “Shortages of Medicines: an emerging challenge” adopted 
in September 2020, the EP called for the Agency to have a stronger role, so that 

the EU would be better prepared for health crises. This exchange of views is 
very timely as, on Tuesday, ENVI will vote on the agreement reached by the EP 
and Council on 28 October 2021, on the new regulation reinforcing the EMA's 
role in crisis preparedness and management for medicinal products and 
medical devices. This builds upon practices already established during the 

pandemic. An important aspect of this new legislation will be the impact on the 
Agency’s resources in terms of staff and finances, which should be properly  
reflected in its future budgets.  

Implementation of the environmental provisions of 
the CAP 2023-2027 

The Committee will discuss the 

environmental provisions of the 
future Common Agriculture  
Policy with Wolfgang Burtscher,  
Director General, DG AGRI on 
Tuesday. The agreement on the 

provisions of the CAP 2023-2027 
was approved by the EP Plenary  
on 23 November. Member States 

are currently drafting their CAP strategic plans and have until 31 December 
2021 to submit them. The Commission will then have six months to assess and 

approve the plans, which will enter into force at the beginning of 2023.  

The plans should contribute to the Green Deal ambitions and, in particular, to 
the targets of the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity Strategies, while taking account 
of the specific circumstances (in relation to EU environmental, climate, energy 
and animal welfare legislation) of the Member State. Farmers and farm owners  
will have to meet certain conditions concerning factors such as climate 

adaptation and mitigation, water and soil protection, and biodiversity and 
landscape protection in order to receive payments.  The discussion will give 
Members a chance to examine the how the Commission envisages 
implementing the environmental provisions, including with regard to the 
approval of the strategic plans and the annual assessment of results.  
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Exchanges of views 

 With the Commission on soil strategy (tbc)  

 With the Commission on the outcome of the World Health Assembly and 
update on the preparations of a new international treaty on pandemics 

 With Ms Joyce Msuya, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and 
Deputy Executive Director of UNEP on the global climate and 
environmental milestones in 2022 

 With the Commission on the state of play of marine protected areas on 
the high seas within the framework of  the UN Marine Biodiversity of 
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction  

 With the Commission on the inception impact assessment on new 
genomic techniques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Votes 

 Commission Regulation amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 
396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards 
maximum residue levels for flonicamid in or on certain products – 
simple vote on the objection 

 

Consideration 

 Corporate Sustainability Reporting (PEREIRA) – consideration of draft 
opinion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent publications:  
 

 Study on the COP26 Climate Change Conference, Glasgow, United 
Kingdom 

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions  

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 

 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 
 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security  

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 
 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 

concrete progress at IMO level 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 In-depth analysis on the relation between zoonotic pandemics and the 
livestock sector 

Upcoming publications: 
 

 Carbon farming: making agriculture fit for 2030 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Kunming, China 

 

 
 
 

POINTS FORESEEN FOR 6 DECEMBER MEETING 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695459/IPOL_STU(2021)695459_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695459/IPOL_STU(2021)695459_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695456
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695456


 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

 While EU achieves 20-20-20 climate 
targets, climate hazards are increasing in 
frequency and severity across Europe.  

The EEA report ‘Trends and Projections in 
Europe 2021’ estimates that the EU achieved its three 2020 climate and energy 
targets of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 20% compared to 1990 levels, 
increasing the share of renewable energy use to 20%, and improving energy 
efficiency by 20 %. New and more impactful policies can bring the 2030 target 

of 55 % net reduction in greenhouse gas emissions within reach.  More info 
here.   

The interactive webreport, Europe’s changing climate hazards, gives an 

updated overview of how climate change impacts are changing across Europe’s  
different regions. Projected changes include that mean temperatures will 
continue rising across Europe and hot extremes are expected to increase even 
faster. Europeans need to prepare for more days with extreme heat and for 

more extreme precipitation events, the report states. More info here  

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 EFSA has begun work on a new assessment looking  
at the risk of antimicrobial resistant bacteria  
spreading during animal transport. The assessment, 

which was requested by the ENVI Committee, will focus on the risk of resistant 
zoonotic bacteria spreading among poultry, pigs and cattle during transport to 

other farms or to slaughterhouses. More info here 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  

Limited but valuable information on nanomaterials in 
waste  

A new report shows that limited data is available on the 
amount of waste streams containing nanomaterials in the EU. However, 
despite this, existing public data on waste is highly valuable for waste 

managers, scientists, regulatory bodies, and potentially consumers. The report,  
entitled “Study on the Product Lifecycles, Waste Recycling and the Circula r 

Economy for Nanomaterials” was commissioned by the European Union 
Observatory for Nanomaterials (EUON), which is hosted and maintained by 
ECHA. EUON provides information about existing nanomaterials on the EU 
market. Read the report and listen to the podcast. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

EMA’s CHMP has recommended authorising  
two monoclonal treatment medicines  

Ronapreve (casirivimab/imdevimab) and 
Regkirona (regdanvimab) for COVID-19.  

The Agency has also received application for conditional marketing  
authorisation of Novavax’s COVID-19 vaccine, Nuvaxovid, as well as application 
for marketing authorisation for Xevudy (sotrovimab) for treating patients with 

COVID-19. More info here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  

ECDC reported a decrease in antibiotic consumption 
across EU/EEA during COVID-19 pandemic 

The latest data from ECDC show a decrease in the total 
antibiotic consumption in humans by more than 15% 

between 2019 and 2020. This has been seen in most EU/EEA countries, mostly 
in primary care, and most likely as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. It may 

also result from the reported low incidence of non-COVID-19-related 
respiratory tract infections in the EU/EEA in 2020, a likely consequence of the 
many non-pharmaceutical interventions, e.g. physical distancing, lockdowns, 
respiratory etiquette, use of face masks and promotion of hand hygiene, put 
in place as a response to the pandemic.  

Nevertheless, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) levels remain high for several 

important combinations of bacterial species and antimicrobial groups, with 
the highest percentages generally reported by countries in the south and east 
of Europe. You can read the ‘Antimicrobial consumption in the EU/EEA (ESAC-
Net) - Annual Epidemiological Report for 2020’ here.  

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 21 - 22 June 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 6 December (Brussels). 
Future meetings: Indicative January – July 2022 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
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